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“My past has to be summed up, 

My present has to be lived, 

My future has to be dreamed, 

all in Companionship, in global solidarity” 

 

-Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Kd;Diu 

 

   

 md;wyh;e;j G+ Nghy> md;gh;> ez;gh; vtiuf; fz;lhYk; Mde;jg; 

Gd;difNahL> Muj;jOtp eyk;tprhhpf;Fk; kDmy;Nghd;R mth;fis> cg;gf;fk; 

czh;e;Njhh; ctif nfhs;th;. ciuahlypy; ,ize;J r%f vjhh;j;jq;fis 

tpthjpf;f my;yJ fye;Jiuahl tpioNthh; mthpd; tpupe;j cyfg;ghh;it fz;L 

tpae;J epw;gh;. New;W ele;j epfo;T njhlq;fp> New;W-Kd;jpdk; ntspahd Gj;jfk; 

tiu vz;zw;w tplaq;fis Nfl;Lj; njhpe;Jk;> thrpj;J mwpe;Jk;> mtUila 

mDkhdj;jpy; cjpf;fpd;w cs;nshsp tiu mirNghl;L itj;jpUg;ghh;.  

cwTfis> el;ig czh;Tfis kjpf;fj; njhpe;j mth;> mwpTr; 

nry;tq;fisAk; $l mjpfk; kjpj;Jg; Nghw;Wfpwtuhf jpfo;e;J epd;wJ> mtUila 

miwapy; Gj;jq;fis> Nfhg;Gfis JiwthhpahfTk;> fUj;Jf;fs; hPjpahfTk; mth; 

thpirg;gLj;jp mLf;fp itj;jpUg;gjpypUe;J mwpe;Jnfhs;Nthk;. mJNghyNt> 

fzpdpapYk; $l> jhk; Nrfhpj;Jitj;Js;s Gs;sptpguq;fis> Nfhg;Gf;fis mth; 

thpirg;gLj;jp itj;jpUf;Fk; tpjk; gyUf;F tpag;igAk;> fspg;igAk; juf;$bajhf 

,Uf;Fk;. 

 md;dhupd; kiwT Ngupog;G: mtiuf; fz;fshy; fhzhky; NghdNj> cwit 

,d;Dk; mDgtpf;f ,ayhkw;NghdNj vd;fpw tUj;jj;ij gyUf;Fj; 

je;jpUg;gnjd;dNth jtph;f;ftpayhj Jd;gpay; vjhh;j;jNk vd;whYk;> r%fj;jpw;F 

mtUk;> mtiug; Nghd;NwhUk;> topfhl;b newptopg;gLj;jpaJ kpd;dy;Nghy 

kiwe;JNghdNjnad;W> el;l eLtopapy; jtpg;gJ Nghd;w czh;tpy; jpifj;J 

epd;Wtplhky;> mth;tpl;Lr; nrd;wijj; njhl;Lj; njhlh;tNjr; rhyr;rpwe;jJ. 

 md;dhhpd; Md;kh mikjpapy; cwq;fl;Lk; vd;W tho;j;jp topaDg;gpa md;gh; 

gyh;> kDNty; my;Nghd;R mth;fs; tpl;Lr;nrd;w r%ff; flg;ghLfis epiwthf> 

mth; epidthf> mth;Nghy Neh;j;jpahf> Ez;khd; EioGyk; mwpe;J Mo;e;J nra;jhy; 

md;dhh; ,g;gpugQ;f; fyg;gpy;> mikjpapy; ciwaTk;> cwq;fTk;> mtdp tpLjiy-

Kd;Ndw;wg; ghijapy; Kd;NdwplTk; cWJizahFk;. 

 topfhl;bahf> Kd;Ndhbahf> je;ijahf> Mrhdhf> Njhouhf tho;e;jtiu 

epidT$h;e;J rpe;jidfis> fl;Liufis> thrfq;fis vOjpaDg;gpa midj;J 

NjhoikfSf;Fk; ed;wpnrhy;yp> ,e;epidNte;jy; kyiur; rkh;g;gpf;fpNwhk;. njhlh;e;J 

,d;Wk;> vd;Wk; khkdpjh; kDmy;Nghd;]; mtHfspd; tho;e;Jfhl;ba mwnewpg; 

ghijapy; gazpf;Fk; NjhoikfSld;> ehq;fSk;….  ,ize;Nj elf;ftpiofpNwhk;.        

 

,tz; 

 

-[hd;Fkhh;>  

kw;Wk; r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfk;-jkpo;ehL 

 ikaj;jpd; Njhoikfs;. 
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A Life in Search of Answers…. 

  A life full of Search. A soulful Search for answers. All of them for the poor. That was 
the life of  Fr. Manu Alphonse. He was born in Madurai, Tamil Nadu on 02 January 1949 as a 
third child to Mr. K.S. Manuel Pillai and Mrs. Rosary Ammal. Manu had two elder brothers, 
two younger brothers and two younger sisters who are all well settled in different spheres of 
life in various districts of Tamil Nadu.   

          By nature, Fr.Manu was unassuming a person, and had many friends close to him from 
his school and college days. Perhaps his classmate and the most intimate friend was 
I.S.F.Irudayaraj, who was also not only unassuming and articulative like Manu, but also, had 
similar sensibilities, likings, tastes and interests. Some of his friends from his alma-maters 
(De Britto, Devakottai and St.Joseph’s, Trichy), during his hostel and semi-boarding days, 
remained close friends till his last days. So, they mutually inspired one another to choose the 
similar path of life in the society. His committed life in the Society of Jesus commenced 
when he completed his Pre-University Course at St Joseph’s, Trichy. He entered the Jesuit 
Novitiate at Beschi College, Dindigul on 8th July 1965.  

Instinctively by nature, Fr.Manu was very analytical, articulative and critical to the 
core in his expressions. With his own convictions and beliefs, he committed himself to his 
studies and came out with laurels and awards: he was rank holder in his graduate course from 
Loyola College, Chennai; numero uno in B.A. Economics, then, later in Delhi School of 
Economics and continued to be so with his commitment to Social Justice  to his own secular-
spiritual zeal.  

As a Secretary to Fr.Ceyrac’s Children’s Society, he helped silently, without any 
show of it, many a children from very poor families to pursue their studies. He as a fine, 
zealous, devoted Jesuit evincing a keen interest in Social Justice Ministry worked for the poor 
and the marginalized, the Dalits, Tribals, Women and Children. He guided youth in general 
and Jesuit youngsters in particular. He always welcomed them to come to him for any 
guidance or consultation.After his theological studies in New Delhi, he was ordained as a 
Priest. In 1979, soon after his ordination that took place in Trichy, almost immediately 
assumed his role in All India Catholic University Federation (AICUF), wherein he spent 17 
years, serving the Catholic Students and the Youth in general, under various capacities – 
House Director, Director of Documentation Centre, Regional Chaplain-Advisor and finally, 
as the National Advisor. After his socially committed revolutionary interventions through 
youth animation, while he was still staying in AICUF, he handed over the mantle to Fr. 
K.Amal in the year 1995. He then initiated along with a group of young service minded 
friends, a National Forum and he became one of the Co-Founders of Centre for Budget 
and Governance Accountability (CBGA), New Delhi. Fr. Manu was one of the Board 
Members of CBGA which continues to be the premier civil society and a renowned ‘Think-
Tank’ in the country in the sphere of Budgetary and Governance accountability(Ref: 
www.cbgaindia.org). 

http://www.cbgaindia.org/
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Simultaneously at the same time, he had initiated along with a group of Civil Society 
Forum Leaders like Mr. Ossie Fernandez, Mr. Henry Tiphagne, Ms. Christy JesuRethinam, 
Ms. Christina Samy, Ms. BeulaAzariah and Mr. M.L.Doss and other socially committed 
friends, a state-level People’s Forum called Tamilnadu Peoples’ Forum for Social 
Development and became one of the Co-Founders & Co-Convenors, This Forum was the 
pioneer organisation in the State of Tamilnadu to initiate and link budget critiques and budget 
advocacy to the Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ESC) of the marginalised. 

In 2007, while he was in Chennai, he had to undergo angioplasty after two successive 
massive heart attacks. At that time he was the Director of Social Watch-Tamilnadu. He was 
the Founder-cum-Director of Social Watch – Tamilnadu (2004-2014) and later Mentor-
cum-Research Guide (2015-2018) till he breathed his last. “Social Watch-Tamilnadu” is the 
premier Public Policy research-cum advocacy organisation in the State of Tamilnadu, 
involved in Budget critiques and budget advocacy from the Human Rights and marginalised 
people’s perspective. 

All along his career, he had been a pioneering protagonist and his works were imbued 
with a commitment to social justice. Of course his mission was in integrating deep faith with 
an inculturated spiritual dimension, searching for answers to the socially relevant questions 
like poverty, human rights violations and development way outs or models to address these 
basic challenges in the lives of the poor and the marginalised. He had been holding the 
responsible and honourable posts like Asia–Pacific Advisor to International Movement of 
Catholic Students (HongKong) and also later as Asia–Pacific Advisor-cum-Chaplain for 
Catholic Professionals Forum called International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and 
Cultural Affairs (ICMICA),Geneva. Between 1990-2010 he was a Visiting Professor for Post 
Graduate Programme on Inter-Cultural Management, CIMIC (a unit of Leuven University), 
Mechelen, Belgium. He was also a Consultant to Misereor (Germany), Cebemo (Holland), 
CCFD (France) and 11.11.11 (Belgium).  

After handing over the responsibility as Director of Social Watch-Tamilnadu to Fr. 
John Kumar, in the year 2007, he moved on to the national and international platforms to 
serve till 2018 as Member and Founder-cum-Core Group Member of National Equity Watch 
at New Delhi; assumed charge as Co-Director (with David Mosse, University of London 
(2010-13), organized an International Research conference on “Caste out of Development”. 
He was then incorporated into the National Foundation of India, New Delhi as an Advisory 
Committee Member (2010-18). He later on became the Founder-cum-Director of Loyola 
Institute of Social Research (LISoR) and TechLoyola-an Organic Bio-Farm Company at 
Vettavalam, (2014-18). The, not so much known side of Fr. Manu’s life is the consistent but 
unseen economic help and fund assistance he had been offering to poor students hailing from 
poor, dalit and tribal families. Wherever he had been serving in whatever capacity he 
continued with his loan-fund assistance to help the poor to complete their studies 
successfully. He was also insisting upon them that they should replicate the same when they 
come-up in life by helping the poor and the marginalised. Thus he pulled and pushed the 
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movement ‘a car procession of reaching out to the most-needy’ and expected others to join 
him doing the same. 

On 29th September, 2018, in the midnight, at Vettavalam Loyola College, Fr. Manuel 
Alphonse seemed to have experienced a mild heart attack, with profuse sweating and 
exhaustion. Fr. Elias and Fr. Rajarethinam rushed him to a Hospital, ‘Grace & Compassion’ 
at Thiruvannamalai.  On his arrival at the hospital, an ECG taken there showed nothing 
abnormal. The duty-doctor diagnosed it as mere mounting blood pressure and hence 
additional tablet for bringing down blood pressure was prescribed. With that, Manu came 
back and continued with his routine work, both at the Loyola Social Research (LISOR) 
Centre and the newly started Organic Agri-farm.  

The silent attack he suffered and the continued, strenuous routine work for the 
following two weeks, seemed to have damaged the heart so much that, it had led to breathing 
problems. On 12th October, 2018 he travelled along with his community members to Chennai 
for the General Body meeting of Higher Education, and even then, he thought that he only 
needed some extra rest, to recoup energy but of no avail. 

On 15th October 2018, in the afternoon, as he experienced disturbance in breathing 
and a heaviness in the heart with palpitations, breathing difficulty and a kind of difficulty in 
bowel movement, leading to constipation, he himself asked for help to consult a doctor. His 
own doctor, the heart specialist at OXYMED hospital at Chennai, observed his serious 
conditions, immediately rushed him to the Intensive Care Unit to assess the condition, and 
diagnosed that the pumping capacity of the heart (EF-level) had gone down to a very low 
level. Till 8th November 2018 he was treated with Hyper Baric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT)–
infusing oxygen 20%percent more than normal– but, the condition of his heart and the 
recovery of Efficiency of heart pumping levels (EF) were so gradual that the improvement 
rate in percentage was very slight just raising from 25 to 27%. After three weeks, when the 
conditions remained stable, on 8th November 2018, he was discharged and the doctor advised 
complete rest for the next few months with medication, and strict dieting. 

On 17th November 2018 around 11am, Fr. Manu complained to his male-attendant of 
serious breathing difficulty. Fr. John Kumar rushed him to the same hospital. The ECG taken 
on arrival showed that he had experienced mild attack. Added with breathing difficulty he 
became unconscious and was kept under ventilation. In the next three to four hours, doctors 
tried their best to revive him through ‘cardiopulmonary resuscitation’ but of no use, and 
Manu breathed his last around 3.30pm.His body was brought to Loyola College Chennai in 
the evening and was kept in the Parlour of the Father’s House. Thereafter his family 
members, brothers and sisters had been arriving and praying, keeping vigil the entire night. 

Fr.Provincial concelebrated funeral mass along with Fr.Jebamalai, Chennai Mission 
Superior, Fr.Elias, Superior of Loyola College,Vettavalam and host of other Jesuits, 
Religious and the Diocesan Priests. Fr. Yesumarian preached the homily, highlighting the 
witnessing life of Fr. Manuel Alphonse, living and struggling for Justice and Equality while 
upholding the Gospel values against all odds. Short of being shot at and martyred like 
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Archbishop Oscar Romero, Fr. Manu had experienced all the pain and agony for standing out 
and being steadfast in upholding the cherished Principles and Values while struggling 
determinedly for the rights of students especially depressed among them, the Dalits, Tribals, 
Women and Children. Public policy analysis and budget advocacy-monitoring, on behalf of 
the marginalised groups in our society remain as one of his unique achievements, - 
interfacing between grassroots realities and macro-level political-economy of the States and 
the Nation. His significant contributions during the last twenty years, as part of national level 
“Think-tank Forums” have all been very well appreciated and the valuable points through 
‘Civil Society’ interventions have been eagerly looked forward to. Searchingly the searcher 
was received well. 

 

**************** 

 

 

Fr. K. JOHN KUMAR 
Director, Social Watch-Tamilnadu 

Email:kumar@swtn.org 
Mobile: 94444 69685 
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Living on the shores of life 

 Fr.MANUEL ALPHONSE, S.J. had had a livelihood on the shores of life. He had it 
consciously for a reason. It was to live for the marginalized and oppressed persons and work 
for their growth and development. They ought to have human dignity, by achieving their 
socio-economic and cultural rights, as envisioned in the U.N. Charters. In particular, he 
focused to work for the Scheduled Castes and Tribes, Dalit women and others who were 
discriminated against at different levels as Children, Fisher folk, sanitary workers and 
farmers. All along in his life, he was in solidarity with activists among these oppressed 
groups and, thus, led a simple way of living. Those who had similar wavelength in mind 
understood and appreciated him. 

 When Fr.Manu was in New Delhi for his studies for priesthood, he was privileged to 
listen to Paulo Freire, Freires ‘humanisation’ appealed to Fr.Manu very much. He started 
practicing it. A telling illustration is as follows: when he was transferred to Vettavalam 
Loyola College, his efforts to live ‘humanization’ began bearing fruit. He became the 
Director of Loyola Institute of Social Research (LISoR) and involved himself in Organic 
Farming with Marginal and Landless farmers, and experts like Mr.Kern Agrawal and 
Dr.Xavier Raj of LIBA,Chennai. Another pioneering and scholarly output , brought out by 
Fr.Manu in 2018 was a monograph. It is titled “TOWARDS NURTURING DALIT 
ENTREPRENUERSHIP AT THE GRASSROOTS”. It can be said that Fr.Manu has offered 
it as a model social research and documentation to all Jesuit Colleges and to the Higher 
Education in Tamilnadu. This people-oriented social research, done by Fr.Manu and his team 
of Mr.Jacob Raj, Ms.Bibiana, Dr.Chinnappan of Kalvi Kendra, Fr.Sebastian, SDB of VIA 
and Fr. John Kumar of SW-TN, is a vanguard work at research and advocacy level. 

 Actually, Fr.Manu was more articulate on ‘research and advocacy’ processes  in 
Social Watch- Tamilnadu. He founded the research centre, made it grow and trained the 
researchers to share the knowledge and awareness with the grassroots people through their 
leaders. He enabled them to present all research findings with advocacy to legislators and 
Parliamentarians and The State and Central Government Executive. The work was for 
Tamilnadu and on All India levels. Visitors from Rome and Europe and superiors who came 
to SW-TN office made observations that no one else had been doing this, much needed 
service. 

 Fr.Manu was a good educator and he taught his Colleagues what to do, what not to do 
and how to do. He was very clear in this threefold thought process. In this perspective, he 
would always see the woods and  the individual tree or plant. Concretely, he kept before his 
eyes and worked for the rights and liberty of all oppressed people. At the same time, he 
would articulate, with concern, for Adhi Andhras and Arunthathiars to get their dues. He 
would always point out that Social Watch- Tamil Nadu was for every group of the oppressed 
people, not just for one vociferous group. He was both the Mentor and Research Guide till the 
end, and his wards, Fr.John Kumar and Mrs.Kamatchi Sundar are experts in Budgeting and 
Governance, and Gender Budgeting, respectively. 
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 Fr.Manu’s unique contribution can be said to be many. One of them was the new 
education and timing to groups. In AICUF, the groups comprised All India Dalit Students 
Forum, Adivasi Yuva Chetna Manch (Tribal Students Forum), Women students Forum and 
Refugee Students’ Association. While he was the National Adviser in AICUF, he enabled 
students, Advisors, Professors, Young Jesuits and Ex-AICUFers to get Street-Theatre 
Training, Very interestingly from Badal Sircar himself. Another great training workshop, 
organized by Fr.Manu, was Dr.Edward Bach Flower therapy and Acupressure techniques. 
Dr.V.Krishnamoorthy was invited to introduce Bach Therapy by Sr.C.Clare, ICM, who is an 
expert in Street-Theatre and Alternate Health systems including Bach Flower Therapy. 

 What is the meaning of ‘living on the shores of life’ by Fr.Manu?  He had a life of 
simplicity. He helped the poor. In order to understand him well, one must visit his room. 
Some of the remarkable things which were in his room: Pictures of people who inspired him, 
sustained his vision and safeguarded his humanising outlook. Thiruvalluvar, EVR Periyar 
with his rational understanding and self-respect; Mahatma Phule and Ambedkar with their 
solidarity with the oppressed and education for their rights; Tamil scholar Perunchithiranaar, 
with his revolutionary  Tamil views. Above all, the laughing picture of Jesus of Nazerath. 
Along with these images, were photo pictures of Children, relatives and friends who found 
place in his heart and the photo of his parents! 

 In such inspiring environment, Fr.Manu had been reading often, the following: 
Human Rights Charter and Economic Social and Cultural Rights Covenant  and such 
Declarations by the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child and other documents on 
Budget Research and Good Governance, works on flower Remedy and latest books on 
Management. Along with these books, E-books, his schedule included his reading of 5 or 6 
newspapers everyday and all e-mails  

 All these ‘Life- supports’ gave him energy and facility to have wisdom without any 
distraction. It was his ‘shore- based’ life. It had minimum organizational character, giving 
room to factors of a movement with process orientation. Out of this life of Fr.Manu, was born 
and nurtured, his Spirituality. Only those who were close to him and who kept a dialogue 
with him for many years know about his spirituality. 

 In 1989, Fr. Leo Tagore was handing over the mantle of the National Advisor in 
AICUF to Fr. Manual Alphonse. Both were at the altar, offering Mass in Christ, the King 
Chapel in Loyola College Campus, Chennai. Fr.Manu came to give sermon. He took the 
theme “The Holy Spirit of God leads the AICUF Movement” and started a sentence. Without 
completing the opening statement, he went on qualifying the idea with ten and eleven small 
sentence; and, amazingly, went back to the first incomplete clause and completed the 
statement. Very inspiring sermon! After the Mass, the managing Editor of the AICUF 
Magazine met him “Manu, please give me the papers with your speech. We shall publish it in 
the RALLY magazine”. He laughed and said, “I did not write it down. It was the spontaneous 
reflection and expression at that time.”  



7 
 

Fr.Manu had kept a spiritual diary from 26.10.2007 with the title The MACHINES & 
the MIRACLE. In 2018, he recorded, remembering his cure in 2007: 

“As I miraculously came alive, 
The nurses began calling me, 

“THE RESURRECTION FATHER”! 
 And I, a priest for many years, who had given hundreds of talks and sermons on 
Resurrection, for the first time experienced and understood what Resurrection really means!” 
 A friend of Fr.Manu met him in the first week of November, 2018 and asked him 
what prayer he was praying. Fr.Manu replied “Emptying Meditation.” The same friend met 
and asked him in the following week. Fr.Manu answered “Surrender Meditation.” Thus, his 
spirituality had many dimensions. One remarkable aspect can be: Fr.Manu had known the 
great imperative “I was hungry and you gave me to eat.” When people were treated as 
‘strangers’ and untouchable, he accepted them. When persons were in jail he visited them. He 
shared his deep experiences with close friends. 

 Fr.Manu had circles of friends as many as six, from ‘inner’ ones to ‘Service-
acquaintances’ whom he respected and loved. Some of the friends recall today the NOBLE 
VALUES OF Fr.MANU, thus; 

• Compassion to persons who are ‘Victims and Vulnerable’ 
• Being one with Nature, offering water to doves on his window still. 
• Freedom and Responsibility 
• Self-discipline 
• Clarity and Daringness 
• Being strict with himself, but generous to others 
• Obedience to conscience, being equal to obedience to God. 
• Spiritual Guidance to people, especially to African students  
• A Great Trainer, giving space to grow 
• Practiced and explained to groups on Examination of Conscience. 
• Transparency to friends in inner circle 
• Practiced and taught sense of Priority 
• Sense of Humour 
• Lived and encouraged others ‘To Be Extra-ordinary’ 
• Deep wisdom 
• Acceptance of having been a BLESSING to those whom he loved. 

With these Noble Values, “Behold the Man” ( Fr.L.YESU MARIAN,S.J.) 

------------------------ 

Dr.SJA.Packiaraj, 
                         Former National Animator, AICUF 

                                                               Former Research Guide in Social Watch- TN 
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“I am an insignificant, but 
unique, drop in the mighty flow 
of history of men and women” 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse sj 
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Manu...you are ever with us... 
 
Gone from us 
but still very much with us 
so far, yet so near... 
Your keen thirst for truth and justice 
is what endeared you to me 
and me to you... 
Can’t forget, 12 long years ago, you taking me 
to the reputed Vellore hospital 
Where a surgeon, based on lab-reports, 
was ready to cut me up 
but you had second thoughts about such hasty decision 
you boldly told the doctor ‘we will seek a second opinion’ 
and brought me back to Chennai 
and a respected senior doctor told us 
such a surgery, if it was done, would have been fatal... 
It was during that encounter with the Vellore doctor 
as we waited to see him with all the lab-reports 
both of us were standing for over an hour 
as all the benches were occupied 
suddenly a hospital-employee ordered 
‘only those seated should remain, the others should leave’ 
then I saw you angry as I had never seen before 
you raised your voice above his 
“it is a stupid arrangement you have, 
where patients standing for over an hour are told to get out, 
either you make proper arrangement or close up shop” 
those words of yours had a sobering effect on all present... 
Your illness (serious heart condition), Manu, 
was far more serious than mine, 
yet you never even mentioned it me 
and poured your loving care 
to see me get well... 
Whenever I came to Chennai, your ‘Social Watch’ home 
was home to me 
you made sure 
I would meet your colleagues in action 
to share with them the struggles 
the Indigenous Adivasi People are waging 
to assert their constitutional rights 
and my own small role in accompanying them... 
The last time I came looking for you 
to pour out my heart 
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about the on-going persecution 
Adivasi People are suffering from powers that be 
and cases filed against me and my colleagues 
cases as serious as ‘Sedition’, 
alas, Manu, you were not around... 
Can easily imagine how you’d have embraced me 
in your great human concern 
and assured me, as you always have done, 
‘Truth will finally win’... 
Now, Mother Earth has taken you into her bosom, 
as I stood at your resting place 
holding a bunch of flowers in my trembling hands 
I heard you whisper in my heart 
“Take courage, Stan, I’m with you”... 
 
[ a personal remembrance ] 
-Fr.Stan Lourduswamy S.J. 
Bagaicha, Namkum, 
Ranchi, Jharkhand. 
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Manuel Alphonse enters into the society 

Manuel Alphonse enters the Society before he is 17! He and I have not lived together in the 
same Community.  Hence I was rather surprised when I was invited by Kumar to write about 
him.  I was flattered to some extent by that invitation.   

From time to time Manuel contacted me by email to communicate to me his suffering, nay 
his anguish over a situation in the Province which brought him deep suffering: not suffering 
on a personal level, but an anguish that our Society should tolerate that a Jesuit or a Jesuit 
community should be at the origin of an injustice!  Such a communication revealed to me the 
depth of his feelings: I would say that his humanity felt the anguish of a situation that was 
being abetted or at least tolerated by a Jesuit community.  

His communication revealed to me his Christ-like values and the fraternal anguish when 
those values seemed to be spurned.  Manuel could assess a situation calmly according to the 
norms of Christian justice and charity.  By his sharing of the values which were inherent his 
assessment he spread around him the norms of fraternal justice which should guide individual 
of communitarian justice for which the Society should be a guarantee. 

For thirty years I was away from our Motherland….in Zambia and in La Réunion.  The 
sharing of his feelings brought me closer to what ought to be my Christian and Jesuit attitude 
to the injustices which were hidden in our apostolate: though we were not the perpetrators of 
those injustices, that we were bound by our vocation at least to question them, and at best to 
exert ourselves in the eradication of the evils spawned by them!  

     
   -Fr.Arul Pere Varaprasadam  SJ 
     Spiritual ministry, Beschi Illam, 
     Dindigul. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



13 
 

SOME MUSINGS ON Fr. MANUEL ALPHONSE, S.J. (MANU) 

` Manu crossed my path both as a Jesuit and Colleague thanks to AICUF and Fr 
Claude. I was inducted into AICUF in the year 1982 as its National Adviser since my 
predecessor was exiting for whatever reason and was returning to his Province. I never knew 
what was in store for me. In fact, it turned out to be a baptism offire, thathowever, sharpened 
my thinking, deepened my love for the youth and the poor and helped to contextualize my 
faith. The first Jesuit companion I had in the AICUF House was Manu groomed, nurtured and 
mentored by stalwarts like FrGuerivierre, FrCeyrac and Fr Claude. 

 Manu was a man of strong convictions and will not for anything compromise them. 
For me, as someone from a different milieu, it was difficult to deal with him as our views on 
issues both ideological and administrative, used to differ, and often there was no way these 
could be reconciled. We never clashed openly. Nevertheless, we carried on happily and with 
commitment in our common mission of forming the University youth to be agents of social 
change. He was the Director of the Documentation Centre and also for some time Editor of 
“Then Mazhai” and House Director during my tenure. But his principal role in the AICUF 
was as an ideologue who would be ever available to the students for consultation and 
guidance. The Documentation Centre became the much sought after rendezvous for the more 
socially and intellectually oriented students. 

 Manu also attracted hosts of ex-Aicufers who were engaged in mobilizing the people 
especially in villages through conscientization and motivation programs. He was their mentor 
and therefore, would be available for them day in and day out. But what I appreciated in his 
dealings with the NGOs was his no-nonsense approach and hard-nosed talk when it came to 
their life-style and use or abuse of money.  

 Manu was a simple man with no affectation whatever. Hence, he was an instant hit 
among students. His lectures used to be down-to-earth and never flew over the heads of 
students. But at the same time, he never failed to challenge them when it came to their ideas 
about society, socio-political analysis or students’ role in nation building. Even his sharings 
during Masses were interspersed with theological and scriptural interpretations with deep 
societal and political underpinnings. Such Masses, which were perhaps rare, with the student 
groups were a big draw.  

 Manu was perceived to be quite detached from his family and relations. It was true. 
But then he did have a streak of love and respect for his parents which was revealed perhaps 
only when they passed away. He did not hide his feelings and emotions when bereavement 
overtook family members. In other words, he was not altogether bereft of human feelings.  
Perhaps, he expressed grief and sorrow to friends and fellow travelers in AICUF too,in such 
moments with dignity and restraint. I cherish his invitation to me to say Mass at Trichy, 
together with him in his father’s memory, a few years before Manu’s unexpected death. I was 
very much surprised by this invitation, as during our AICUF days we never related in this 
way. This happened almost 26 years after we parted company as AICUF colleagues. His 
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reminiscences on that occasion, spoke volumes for his father and mother, and revealed the 
love and respect he had for his father, mother and deceased uncles. 

 Manu has left for his rest which perhaps, never crossed his mind during his busy 
earthly sojourn. May his life and example be an inspiration to his friends and fans to continue 
the manifold works he has left incomplete.  

 

- Fr Leo A Tagore, S.J.  
Team Leader and Correspondent, 
Loyola Academy, Vadamelpakkam, Chengalpet  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

My unfinished task motivates me to better health, 
 deeper connections and new horizons of expressions. 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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Manu – Person with Insights 

Knowing Manu: 

As a student: First time when I came to know Manu, I was doing my BSc in Loyola College 
and Manu was the Deputy Director of the Loyola Hostel. He impressed means a person who 
was not merely principle oriented, but people centered. He was able to inspire the students 
and at the same time he was able to lead them in the right direction. 

As an administrator: My close contact with Manu was as Provincial. I found Manu as a man 
of critical thinking – following not the letter of the law but the spirit of it. He made me 
understand that people should not be controlled by rules; but rather regulations should serve 
as guidelines in shaping up people. Unlike many others, he did not have a public script and a 
private script. He represented both in private and in public, that any organization, whether 
corporate, social-welfare or church-oriented, should focus on the bottommost of the social 
pyramid in order to uplift and enrich the marginalized. Convinced of his social commitment, I 
appointed him the Coordinators of various Commissions in the Province. He was able to 
bring in an integrated socio-politico-religious implementation of Province policies. His 
frankness on social themes and the non-visibility of his external spiritual activities kept him 
away from making his final Commitment in the Jesuit Order. After 18 years of such 
‘exempted’ situation, I took the decision to invite him for the final vows. His inner tendency, 
as I could pick up, was towards right attitude and right living:itwas a dynamic spirit with a 
tinge of Buddhist spirituality. His social thinking might have been radical but he was 
compassionate when it comes to the need and dignity of the people at the margin of the 
society. His was not a spirituality to think or talk about but a way of life to live out. 

As a fellow Jesuit: Later as a fellow Jesuit, I was inspired by Manu’s standpoint that 
allavailable resources should be for the benefit and use of the common and needy. I admired 
his service through Social Watch- TN, especially through budget analysis, in particular 
helping the MPs and MLAs. His last effort was exploring the possibility of organic farming 
in the milieu of Loyola College(Vettavalam). I have met him after his heart episodes, both in 
MMM and later in Oxymed Hospital. He had great trust in the doctors. Though I had my 
reservation about non-invasive medical treatment, Manu felt comfortable that he was in good 
hands.  

Critical Manu: 

Manu was critical but amiable. Though he studied at JNU (Delhi University), his heart was 
with those at the social periphery. He was a non-conformist, but he was for the ultimate 
empowering of the unserved and underserved. His tenure as the National Director of AICUF 
has induced critical thinking leading to leadership formation with social responsibility. So, 
many social chieftains today would confirm the role of Manu in their leadership formation. 

I found in Manu theoretical difference of opinionbut at the same time personal appreciation 
and acceptance of each one as he/she was. I would say, Manu was the embodiment of 
synchronizing dichotomy. He lived out the prayer of St Ignatius, namely, ‘to labour and not 
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to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds’in bringing social equality. Even when 
he faced disagreement on certain issues with his religious authorities, he stood for his 
conviction, through dearly paying the price of being transferred. 

Insightful Manu: 

Many a time we used to talk about issues, national as well as state,and concerns in the Church 
and in the Province. We used to think aloud the change in attitude among the youngsters, 
which reflects on their commitment or ambition in life. We often wondered why power 
mongering is gaining momentum even among the religious; instead of attraction towards the 
service of the needy. I felt his personal interpretation of the message of the Gospels, namely, 
‘Good news to the poor’, in terms of social action leading to equality and equity. He belonged 
to the school of thought that each one has a right to his/her dignity to lead fullness of life. He 
was convinced that education is the key to empowerment, but his understanding of education 
is not mere formal but also non-formal and informal. His educating the educated (in order to 
help out the helpless) through his budget analysis, especially through Social Watch-TN, is the 
way he carried out his interpretation of education. 

Impact of Manu: 

The social impact that Manu created is tremendous – He worked to create a social 
consciousness that would minimize the social rift between the Haves and Have-Nots; and 
maximize the understanding to accept the best in others. He understood the meaning of ‘in-
giving-we-receive’. We may offer the poor and the marginalized ‘education’, ‘financial aid’, 
‘placement’; but we also receive from them the art of leading rich life(of happiness) with 
poor resources (of material abundance). He respected all as equals; and he was willing to 
learn from anyone. For Manu, educational enlightenment coupled with economic 
empowerment should dawn for the target people as the political awareness that they have the 
power to change the world. 

Manu was a great person. We could talk as equals with overlapping ideas and concepts; and 
we could discuss as people holding not exactly identical philosophy but with the readiness to 
learn from each other. Manu was an effective leader who played team-game. He pricked the 
conscience of many; but at the same time, he patched up many broken hearts. He was a great 
teacher, who was ready to learn from all who come to him seeking wisdom. 

May Manu continue to live in the minds and hearts of his friends through his principles 
inspiring them to do their best to society. 

- Fr. Francis P Xavier SJ 
Rector and Vice President,  
Loyola campus, Chennai-34 
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epiwthf tho;e;jth;…..kw;wth;fis tho itj;jth; 

mUl;gzpahsh; kDtpd; tho;it epidf;Fk; nghOnjy;yhk; vd; epidtpw;F tUtJ 

xU nghpathpd; tho;tpy; ele;j epfo;T. 

nghpath; xU ehs; ,uT jd; kidtpAld; mth;fsJ Fbirapy; Jhq;fpf; 

nfhz;bUe;jhh;. ntspapy; kio nga;aj; njhlq;fpaJ. me;j Neuj;jpy; ahNuh fjitj; 

jl;l> nghpath; tpopj;Jf;nfhz;lhh;. 

jd; kidtpaplk; “ahNuh fjitj; jl;Lfpwhh;fs;. fjitj; jpwe;J tpL” vd;whh;. “ek; 
,UtUf;FNk NghJkhd ,lkpy;iy> ,d;DnkhUtUf;F ,lj;jpw;F vq;F NghtJ” 
vd;whh; mtuJ kidtp. nghpatNuh “kdjpy; ,lkpUe;jhy; FbirAk; NfhGukhFk;. 

kdjpy; ,lkpy;iy vd;why; NfhGuk; $l FbirahfptpLk;” vd;whh;. 

“ehd; vjhh;j;jj;ijg; NgRfpNwd;. ePq;f vd;dlhdh> jj;Jtk; NgRwpq;f” vd;whh; mtuJ 

kidtp. 

nghpath; tpl;lg;ghby;iy. “,g;nghOJ ehkpUtUk; gLj;jpUf;fpNwhk;. vOe;J 

cl;fhh;e;jhy; ,d;DnkhUtUf;F ,lk; fpilf;Fk;” vd;whh;. 

mtuJ kidtp vOe;J fjitj; jpwf;f> te;jth; cs;Ns te;J cl;fhh;e;jhh;. %tUk; 

Ngrpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk; nghOJ ,d;Dk; ,Uth; te;J fjitj; jl;bdh;. 

nghpath; te;jtiug; ghh;j;J “fjitj; jpwe;J mth;fisAk; cs;Ns tpLq;fs;” 
vd;whh;. te;jtNuh “ekf;Nf ,lkpy;iy. ,d;DkpUtUf;F ,lj;jpw;F vq;F NghtJ” 
vd;whh;. 

nghpatNuh> “vd; kdjpy; ,d;Dk; ,lk; ,Uf;Fg;gh. ,g;g ek;k js;sp> js;sp 

cl;fhh;e;jpUf;fpNwhk;. neUf;fp mkh;e;jhy; ,d;Dk; ,UtUf;F ,lk; fpilf;Fk;” 
vd;whh;. te;jth; fjitj; jpwe;Jtpl mth;fSk; cs;Ns te;J mkh;e;jhh;fs;. 

Ie;J Ngh; cl;fhh;e;J Ngrpf; nfhz;bUe;jdh;. mg;nghOJ ,d;Dk; ahNuh xUth; 

fjitj; jl;Lk; rg;jk; Nfl;lJ. te;jthpy; xUth; fjitj; jpwe;J ghh;j;J “rhh; 
fOij te;jpUf;F” vd;whh;.  

Nghpath;, “,e;j tPl;by; kpUfq;fisf; $l kdpjh;fshf kjpj;Jj;jhd; gofp 

,Uf;fpNwhk;. mjdhy; mijAk; cs;Ns tpLq;fs;” vd;whh;. 

te;jtNuh> “rhh;> ehNk neUf;fp neUf;fp> cl;fhh;e;jpUf;fpNwhk;. fOijf;F vg;gb rhh; 

,lk; nfhLg;gJ” vd;whh;. 

“,g;g ek;k vy;yhUk; cl;fhh;e;jpUf;fpNwhk;. ehk; vy;NyhUk; vOe;J epd;why; ,d;Dk; 

nfhQ;rk; ,lk; fpilf;Fk;. vOe;J epd;W  fOijf;Fk; ,lk; nfhLg;Nghk;” vd;whh; 
nghpath;. vy;yhUk; vOe;J epd;W fOijf;Fk; ,lk; nfhLj;jdh;. 

,e;jg; nghpatiug; Nghy tho;e;jth;jhd; ez;gh; kD. gue;J tphpe;j kdk; nfhz;lth;. 

jdJ ,jaj;jpy; vy;NyhUf;Fk; ,lk; nfhLj;jth;. gbj;jth; gbf;fhjth;> ,Ug;gth;> 

,y;yhjth; vd;w ghFghL ,y;yhj ey;y cs;sk; gilj;jth;. mjdhy; jhd; mth; 
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,Ue;j ,lj;jpy; ,Ue;j Ml;Nlh Xl;Leh;fs; mtuJ ,Wjp ehspy; topaDg;gp itf;f 

te;jhh;fs;. khiy Nghl;L khpahij nra;jhh;fs;. fz; fyq;fp topaDg;gp itj;jhh;fs;. 

mUs; flypy; ehd; mtNuhL tho;e;j ehl;fs; kwf;f Kbahj ehl;fs;. rKjhaj;ijg 

;gw;wpa vdJ vz;zq;fs; Mog;gLj;jg;gl;ld. vd; Md;kpfg; ghijapy; xU njspT 

Vw;gl;lJ. Md;kpfk; vd;gJ kf;fspd;> Fwpg;ghf Vio kf;fspd; tho;NthL gpd;dpg; 

gpize;j xd;whf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. mg;gbj;jhd; ,NaR tho;e;jhh; vd;ghh;. 

midthpYk;> midj;jpYk; nja;tpfk; Fb nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. mij ehk; kjpf;f 

Ntz;Lk; vd;ghh;. 

mtuJ gfph;Tfnsy;yhk;  rhjhuz> rhkhdpa kf;fis ikag;gLj;jpajhf ,Uf;Fk;. 

kdpj khz;ig> kdpjj;ij kyu itg;gjhf ,Uf;Fk;. mtiug;Nghy vspikahf> 

,dpikahf> kfpo;thf> kdepiwthf> ngw;wij vd;NdhL jf;fitj;Jf; nfhs;shJ 

gpwNuhL gfph;e;J tho;gtdhf njhlh;e;J tho Ntz;Lk; vd;w jhf;fj;ij vd;dpy; 

Vw;gLj;jpath;. 

mth; vd;idg; Nghd;W gyhpy; tho;e;J nfhz;bUf;fpwhh;. ,NaRitg; Nghy xU 

rkj;Jt rKjhaj;ij cUthf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w mtuJ fdT edthf;fg;gLk;. 

 

-mUl;gzp. mUs; rptd; - Md;k newpfhl;L – gapw;rp ,af;FdH> 
J}a ,Uja fy;Y}hp> 

nfhilf;fhdy;. 

 
  

I am an insignificant, but unique, drop in the mighty flow of history 
of men and women 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse  
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SALUTATIONS TO MANU 

Manu came across as one who stood by one's principles, come what may. Not at all 
easy in any organisation or in any movement. It needs certain inner courage that Manu did 
manifest as and when situations had demanded. In that regard, he was a source of inspiration 
and challenge for many. I am one of them.  

Another quality that I did admire in him was his keen interest that he would disclose 
in those who venture out and who think out of box and who are ready to take a road that was 
less travelled by. Not only that, he would keep himself updated about their progress quite 
consistently and concernedly. 

I still remember how much he was passionately interested in mid - 1980s when 
we began socio -pastoral ministries, integrating social and parish apostolates. In other words, 
the justice and faith services in a combined way. Under the banner of PATHS at that time 
(Pastoral and Theological and Spiritual Commission), the Jesuit Madurai province was 
embarking upon an innovative service of ' faith does justice' in the dioceses of Madras -
Mylapore (with Dalits) and Sivagangai (with the Sri Lankan Refugees)  and Madurai (with 
unorganised women). In all these,Manu was an effective supporter and an efficient advisor. 
Now, he would be our affectionate intercessor before the Divine. I salute him for  all that he 
was.   

                                                                  

-Fr. Jerry Rosario 
 Dhanam movement, 
 25 Madha Church road, 
Chennai 600 028 
 
  

‘‘Resurrection is an exercise in relationship’’ 

– Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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kD Xh; xUq;fpize;j MSik   

 

 kD jq;fpapUe;j miwapNyNa jq;fpapUe;J Ntl;ltyk; nyhNahyh fy;Y}hp 

khzth;fSf;fhfg; gzpahw;WtJ vdf;nfhU nefpo;r;rpahd mDgtk;. mq;F mth; 

gzpahw;wpa ehl;fspy; rpW tptrhapfisAk;> ,aw;ifiaAk; Nerpj;J mth; 

cUthf;fpa ,aw;if tptrhag; gz;izapd; mUik ngUikfisf; fz;ZWk; NghJ 

mtuJ khDl- gpugQ;r ika tho;tpd; gy ghpkhzq;fis ,dq;fz;L mtUf;F ed;wp 

$wpfpNwd;. ,g;gz;iziag; guhkhpj;J tUk; jpU.kNdhfud; jkJ nja;tkhfNt 

kDitf; fUJk; msTf;F kDitj; jdJ tho;T topfhl;bahff; nfhz;Ls;sijAk;> 

kDthy; gy khzth;fs; ed;F Mw;Wg;gLj;jg;gl;Lj; jd;dk;gpf;ifAld; jq;fs; 

tho;it vjph;nfhs;Sk; Mw;wy; ngw;wikiaAk; mwpe;J cskhu kfpo;fpd;Nwd;. 

 

kDit Kjd; Kjypy; 1983-Mk; Mz;L jpz;Lf;fypy; REAL vd;w r%fj; njhz;L 

ikaj;jpy; re;jpj;Njd;. me;j Kjy; re;jpg;gpNyNa mtuJ vspik vd;idf; fth;e;jJ. 

njhlh;e;J nrd;idapy; ehd; NrR rig ,styhfg; gapw;rp ngw;w fhyj;jpYk;> NrR 

rig mUl;gzpahsuhf gz;ghL- kf;fs; njhlh;gfj;jpy;  (Culture and Communication) 
ehd; gzpahw;wpa fhyj;jpYk; mtNuhL neUq;fp cwthLk; tha;g;Gfs; ngw;Nwd;. gy 

gzpfspd; kj;jpapYk; el;Gf;F Kf;fpaj;Jtk; nfhLj;jth;. ey;y jukhd> kf;fis 

ikag;gLj;jpa E}y;fis njhlh;e;J thrpj;J te;jth;@ jdJ ez;gh;fisAk; thrpf;fj; 

J}z;bath;. kf;fs; ika epfo;TfSf;Fk; top mikj;Jf; nfhLj;jth;. 

 “khh;f;rPaKk; jkpo; ,yf;fpaKk;” vd;w Nfhit Qhdpapd; E}iyAk;> ,d;Wk; 

gy E}y;fisAk; mthplkpUe;J ngw;W thrpj;Jg; gy njspTfisg; ngw;Nwd;. 

,ul;bg;ghd gphptpidj; jypj; fpwpj;jth;fs; mDgtpj;J tUk; epiy Fwpj;j 

tpopg;Gzh;T 1980-fspd; gpd; ghjpapy; cUthfp te;j R+oypy;> Kjd; Kiwahfj; jypj; 

fpwpj;jth; Nguzpia 1988-Mk; Mz;L nrd;id nkhpdh flw;fiuapy; xU yl;rk; 

kf;fs; jpuz;l NgnuOr;rp epfo;thff; fhz;gjw;fhdj; jpl;lkply;fs; kDtpd; 

Njhoikapy; mtuJ miwapy;jhd; ele;jd. jkpofj;jpy; tPjp ehlf epfo;r;rpfs; 

NtNuhl;lk; ngWtjw;Ff; fhuzkhf mike;j %d;whk; muq;fj;jpd; (Third Theatre) 
Kd;Ndhbahd vd;Wk; Nghw;Wjw;Fhpa ghjy; rh;f;fhh; mth;fspd; “cah;epiy tPjp 

ehlfg; gapw;rp” kw;Wk; ‘rjf;’ vd;w ngahpy; ,aq;fpa mtuJ FOtpdhpd; “rhjh 
fhNyh;” (nts;is fWg;G) vd;w ehlf epfo;j;Jjy; Mfpatw;wpw;Ff; fsk; mikj;Jf; 

nfhLj;jNjhL ghjy; rh;f;fhhpd; neUq;fpa ez;guhfTk; khwpath;. mUl;rNfhjhp.fpNsh;> 

mUl;gzpahsh;fs; G+uzk;> mUl;gzpahsh;. [hd; Fkhh;> Nguhrphpah;. ghf;fpauhR 

MfpNahNuhL ,d;Dk; rpyUk;> ehDk; ghjy; rh;f;fhh; fw;Wf; nfhLj;j “Esperanto’ 
vd;w nkhop gw;wpa mwpKfj;ijg; ngw toptFj;jth;. “FUFy xsp’ vd;w ngahpy; 
Njhoh;fs; Kdpad;-n`yd; vd;w ,izah; njhlq;fpa Foe;ijfSf;fhd Gjpa 

Kaw;rpf;F MjuT njhptpj;jNjhL mth;fSf;Fg; gy gapw;rpfis ey;fg; Nguhrphpah;. 

ghf;fpauh[;> mUl;rNfhjhp.fpNsh; MfpNahiu <LgLj;jpath;. NkNy 

Fwpg;gplg;gl;lth;fSk; ,d;Dk; gyUk; ‘kyh; kUj;Jtk;’ vd;W miof;fg;gLk; “Flower 
Therapy’ iaf; fw;Wf; nfhs;tjw;F toptif nra;jth; kD. 

 kf;fs; ikaj; Njhoh;fis NtY}h; rpiwapy; kDTld; nrd;W re;jpj;j 

epfo;Tk;> nrq;fy;gl;by; ele;j gQ;rkp epy kPl;Gg; Nghuhl;l epfo;tpy; mtNuhL 

gq;nfLj;jijAk;> nly;ypapy; ,iwapay; gapd;wNghJ mth; nly;ypf;F te;j ehl;fspy; 

mtiur; re;jpj;J ePz;l Neuk; ciuahbaikAk;>mUl;gzpahsh; ];Nld; Y}h;Jrhkp 

nrd;idf;F te;j NghJ kDTld; vdJ ,Wjp mh;g;gz epfo;tpy; kD fye;J 
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nfhz;likAk;> mtiu re;jpj;jijAk; ePq;fh epidTfshf vd;Ds; ,lk; ngw;Ws;sd. 

mtuJ cld; ,Ug;Gg; gyUf;Fk;> gy epfo;Tf;Fk; tYT+l;ba rpwg;ghd ghpkhzk;. 

ez;gh; mUl;gzpahsh;.G+uzk; mth;fs; mfhy kuzk; mile;j fhyfl;lj;jpy; kDtpd; 

cld; ,Ug;Gg; gyUf;F ce;Jtpirahf mike;jJ. cly; eyf; FiwNthL 

,Ue;jjhYk; vd; md;G md;id <uhz;LfSf;F Kd;G ,aw;if va;jpa rkaj;jpy; 

kDtpd; cld; ,Ug;Gk;> MWjyhd thh;j;ijfSk; vdf;F tYT+l;bd vd; md;id 

,wg;gjw;F Kd; tha;g;gpUe;j Nghnjy;yhk; mUl;gzpahsh;.Fkhh;> mUl;rNfhjhp.fpNsh; 

MfpNahNuhL kDTk; vd; ngw;Nwhh;fisr; re;jpj;J cw;rhfg;gLj;jpr; nrd;wpUg;gjw;F 

kpFe;j ed;wpAs;stdhf ,Uf;fpNwd;.  

 jhd; ,wg;gjw;F xU thuj;jpw;F Kd;G vd; je;ij ,we;j ehspy; 

kUj;Jtj;jpypUe;J nfhz;Nl vdf;F MWjy; $wpath; kD. vd; ngw;Nwhh; cld; 

gpwg;Gfs; MfpNahUld; ed;F xl;b cwthb Jd;gkhd R+oy;fspy; cld; ,Ue;j md;G 

kDTf;F ed;wpf;fld; gl;Ls;Nsd;. 

 mfpy ,e;jpa fj;Njhypf;fg; gy;fiyf;fof khzth; $l;likg;gpd; (AICUF) 
Njrpa MNyhrfh; vd;w kpfg; nghpa nghWg;gpy; ,Ue;jhYk;> kpf vspikahd 

Kiwapy; kf;fs; ikaj;Jld;> kdpj Neaj;Jld; xLf;fg;gl;NlhUf;Fk;> r%f 

Mh;tyh;fSf;Fk;> ez;gh;fSf;Fk; Neuk; xJf;fp> jhd; fw;f Ntz;ba mk;rq;fSf;Fk; 

Neuj;ijj; Njbf; fz;Lgpbj;Jg; gyiur; nrJf;fpa rpw;gpahd kD cz;ikapNyNa Xh; 

xUq;fpize;j MSik. 

 

-mUl;gzp. tp. gphpl;Nlh Nr.r 

Kjy;tH> ,nyhNahyh fy;Y}hp> 

Ntl;ltyk;. 
 

  

“The Divine Crashing onto Humanity” 

 Incarnation  

‘THE LONG MARCH’ 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ  
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Fr Manu took up the mantle to accompany the AICUF movement from Fr Tagore. The 
movement just brought out the new Constitution. There had been longer deliberations to give 
a focus to the movement immediately after the new constitution was promulgated. For about 
two decades the movement was grappling with the idea of liberating the poor and student’s 
role and responsibility in politics. The Poonamallee Declaration started unwinding itself 
giving scope for the movement to find its place in the larger society and offering new vistas 
to realise the student power in India.  

Non-governmental organizations started blooming in several parts and almost all of them had 
a touch or tint of the movement. It was then, Fr Manu came into the movement holding the 
responsibility to lead. That was yet another turning point for the movement after Poonamallee 
Declaration: the birth of the preferential option for the Dalits, Adivasis and Women that 
which led the post-1990 movement. Forums for each thrust group was established, which 
eventually grew into commissions. The identity of the movement changed thereafter.  

Fr Manu courageously accompanied the movement all through the tough times. The 
commissions became the face of the movement. Thanks to Fr Manu for his steadfast love for 
the movement and determined and tenacious efforts to give meaning to the existence of 
AICUF.  

We are ever grateful to you, Fr Manu for leading the movement at that time of history when 
the world was striking hard at the poor. You showed us that the liberation of the entire world 
would be accomplished only by liberating the marginalized groups – locally and globally. 

-Fr. Henry Jerome SJ 
Former AICUF National Adviser (2003-2010) 
Rector, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai 
 

-------------------------------- 
 
Fr. Manu’s visibility of social activism is not possible without spiritual depth which was 
“invisible” in his life. His love for the poor and the oppressed, and affection for the youth 
were the indicators of his hidden spiritual self. His expressions on social problems were well 
articulated and beyond refutation. He was a pioneer in lobbying of social matters and a 
scholar as well in the area of sociology. I was impressed by his boldness which could be seen 
as apostolic aggressivity. In a contrast, he was very friendly with youth proved that he was 
humane. May his works continue to inspire many more youth to carry forward his dream of 
social transformation of equality and justice. 

Dear Fr. Kumar, 

Thanks for considering me to write about my experiences with Fr. Manu.  

-Fr. Ilanko sj (Phd) Spiritual Director, De Nobili College,  
Pune, Maharastra  
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A Friend of the Marginalized.. 

It had been my joy and happiness to live with him as his friend for three years at Loyola 
College, Vettavalam. As a man of simplicity, he had always concernand love for the uplift of 
the Dalits, Poor, the unorganized women and the marginalized in general. His whole life was 
dedicated to them which could be explicitly revealed in all his talks in local, District, State, 
National and International levels. His talks rightly coincided with his action plans and 
implementations in his deeds with the cooperation and support of his friends and benefactors. 
Before taking up any task, he would first take up a scientific study by visiting the needy 
village areas and resolve entering into actions which were helpful for the Dalits and the 
marginalized. When he took me to various villages in and around Thiruvannamalai and 
Villupuram Districts, I could experience his full involvement and dedication with smile. Once 
I took him to the adapted evening study centers where his motivating talk to the school going 
children from the first standard to the tenth standard was very much enriching.  Whenever he 
arranged a core committee meeting, his heart was very much moving towards the Dalits and 
the poor women of this group. He used to say my vision is to ‘empower the Dalit unorganized 
women and make them entrepreneurs’.  His vision has materialized in many villages in these 
two districts. He knew very well that networking the like-minded organizations like 
Kalvikendra and collaboration with them would not only implement his works for the 
marginalizedeffectively but also make them do something concretely for this neglected 
group. His focused readings and works on the marginalized and his friendship with the 
organizations broadened his visions and made a concrete expression in his research works 
and his publications. The book “Towards Nurturing Dalit Entrepreneurship at the Grassroots” 
is his latest masterpiece in which one could really experience where his heart is still moving. 
As a man of faith in Jesus Christ, he was able to do what Jesus had asked him to do. Every 
evening from six to 7.30 he used to sit and pray alone at our chapel and next day he made 
himself available for the students and the people. He raised voices for the voiceless and 
fought for them to get their due. He looked at them as images of God and respected them 
even if they committed a mistake. He used to say, “When others cheated us many a times we 
accepted them. When the ordinary people commit a mistake, what prevents us from 
understanding them and giving respect for them? They are our people”.   

I can endlessly write about him. Dear Fr.Manu you are with the hearts and minds of the 
Dalits and the Marginalized and still living with them. When you live in them, you are still 
alive and you are still alive. This is my belief. Pray for me too. 

-Fr. Rajarathinam, SJ 
Secretary, Loyola College, Vettavalam  
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Nghjidfisj; jhz;b kdpjj;ij Nerpf;f 

 
tof;fk; Nghy epuk;gpapUe;jJ ,yNahyh tshfk; 

md;W tof;fj;jpw;F khwhf 

epuk;gpapUe;jJ ,yNahyh tshfj;jpYs;s Myak;…. 

mUl;je;ij kD kz;Zyif tpl;L  

tpilngw;w jUzk; vd; njhpa te;jJ vdf;F…. 

 

,Wjpg; gazj;jpy; ehDk; xUtdhf fye;J nfhz;Nld;… 

,Wjpg; gaznkd;gJ xU tpUg;gk; ,y;yhj gazk;.. 

xUtopg; gazk;… 

tpUk;gp Vw;Wf; nfhs;s ahUk; ,zq;FtJkpy;iy… 
Mdhy; tpjp ahiuAk; tpLtJkpy;iy… 

mg;gbnahU jUzj;jpy; tpopfs; frpe;jthW 

epuk;gpf; fple;jJ me;j Myak;…. 

 

xU mUl;je;ijNah mUl;rNfhjupNah ,we;jhy; 

,Ughy; Jwtpfs; gyu; te;J  

,Wjpg; gazj;jpy; cldpUe;J nry;tJ tof;fk;… 

Mdhy; ,e;j ,Wjpg; gazk; vd; ,jaj;ij mirj;Jg; Nghl;lJ… 

,Ughy; Jwtpfisj; jhz;b nghJepiyapdupd; $l;lk; 

vd;id tpaf;fitj;jJ. Myak; epuk;gp tope;jJ… 

,j;jid Nguh? ahu; ,tu;fs;? mg;gb ,tu; vd;d nra;jhu;? 

vd;W Nfs;tpfs; xypj;Jf; nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd vdf;Fs;… 

 

,th; xU mw;Gjkhd FU ey;y topfhl;b 

MSik epiwe;jtu; vjhu;j;jkhdtu; 

vspikahdtu; ey;y MNyhrfu; 

Kd;ndLj;J nry;tjpy; ty;ytu; 

GJik tpUk;gp r%f nray;ghl;lhsh; ,g;gb 

fz;fs; fyq;fpathW fdj;J Fuy;fs;  

gfpu;Tfshf epfo;e;J nfhz;Nl ,Ue;jd… 

 

xU ,wg;G ,t;tsT ntw;wplj;ij 

cUthf;fptpl;lNj vd;w ftiy 

vd; kdijAk; fdf;fr; nra;jJ… 

mlf;f nra;j gpwFk; fy;yiwia  

cw;Wg; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;L ,Ue;jhu;fs; gy cs;sq;fs;… 

,e;j xspia ek;gpa rpwpa Fbirfs; 

,dp vd;dthFNkh vd;w gak; vd;idAk; gw;wpf; nfhz;lJ… 

Mk;!  
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Nghjidfisj; jhz;b kdpjj;ij Nerpf;f> 

vy;NyhUf;Fk; kdR ,Ug;gjpy;iy… 

$l;lk; nky;y fiye;J gpwF 

elf;f Muk;gpj;Njd; 

,NaRtpd; thu;j;ijfs; Qhgfk; te;jJ 

 
“kpfr; rpwpauhfpa vd; rNfhju rNfhjupfs; xUtUf;F 
ePq;fs; nra;jnjy;yhk; vdf;Nf nra;jPh;fs;” 
 

-mUl;gzp. fpy;gHl;> 

jphpNfhzkiy> 

rpwpyq;fh. 
 
  

“Shine Bright Light, into my cave of darkness” 

–  Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

vspikahd Vyp 

md;W rhKNty; flTspd; Fuiyf; Nfl;gjw;F Vyp cjtpaJ Nghy %d;W 

Mz;Lfs; vdf;F Md;kPfj je;ijaha; ,Ue;J ,iwtdpd; Fuiy kl;Lky;yhky; 

jho;j;jg;gl;l> xJf;fg;gl;l> Xuq;fl;lg;gl;l kf;fspd; Fuiyf; Nfl;gjw;Fk; cjtpatu;. 

mtu;fSf;fhf thoTk; mtu;fspd; Fuyhf khwTk; vLj;Jf;fhl;lhf tho;e;J fhl;batu; 

mUs;je;ijkD. “kjpg;gpw;fhf my;y khdj;jpw;Nf Mil” vd;Wk;> “Urpf;fhf my;y 

tapw;Wg; grpf;Nf czT” vd;Wk;> “,Ug;gijf; nfhz;L vt;tsT vspikahf 

,Uf;fpwhu;” vd;Wk; ,y;yj;jpy; gzpGupAk; cwTfSk;> vd;Dila fy;Y}upj 

;Njhou;fSk; tpae;J nrhy;ypaJz;L. cq;fSila Xa;tpy;yh ciog;G> Nfhgk; 

nfhs;shj Gd;dif> kd;ddha; tyk;te;j jUzq;fs; vy;yhk; vd; neQ;ir 

cUf;Ffpd;wd.  

ghu;j;Jf; nfhs;syhk; 

cs;sk; cile;J ck;kplk; tUk;NghJ ce;jd; Foe;ij kdk;> fs;skpy;yhr; 

rpupg;G> mutizf;Fk; iffs;> md;Gg; ghu;it ,itnay;yhk; fye;j “th 
ghj;Jf;fyhk;" vd;w me;j xw;iw thu;j;ijapy; Njhw;Wg;NghFk; vd; ftiyfSk; 

Nrhu;TfSk;. jho;T kdg;ghd;ikahy; ehd; njha;T fz;lNghJ ey;y ez;gdha; 

vd;idj; J}f;fptpl;ltu; ePu;. ck;ikg; ghu;f;Fk; Nghnjy;yhk; vd; cs;sj;jpy; Xu; 

cj;Ntfk; Cw;nwLf;Fk;. ckJ kpLf;fhd eilAk;> Jbg;ghd Ngr;Rk; tpspk;G tho; 

kf;fspd; tho;thjhuj;ij Nkk;gLj;jNt ve;ehSk; vz;Zk; ce;jd; mu;gzpg;G vd; 

mioj;jy; tho;it Mokhf;fpaJ. 

kDnfhLf;f Ntz;Lk;  

nrhy;y Kbahj Jd;gq;fs;> Rkf;f Kbahj ghuq;fs;> Ntjid> ntWg;Gfs;> 

mOif> fz;zPu; vd;W gyu; ck;kplk; te;J gfpu;e;J MWjy; ngw;Wr; nrd;wijg; 

ghu;j;jpUf;fpNwd;. VjhtJ gpur;rid vd;why; ‘kDtplk; jhd; kDnfhLf;f Ntz;Lk’; 
vd;W rpyu; Ritgl NgRtijAk; Nfl;bUf;fpNwd;. kDf;fs; gy cs;sd kD vq;Nf? 

vd;W Nfl;NghUf;Fg ;gjpy; nrhy;y Kbahky; ehDk; ,d;W Nfs;tpf;Fwpaha; 

epw;fpNwd;. 

vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

 

Ntl;ltyj;jpy; nrj;Jg; Nghd kz;Zf;F capu; nfhLj;Jtpl;L‚ 
GOjpaha;f;; fple;j kz;izg; Gdpjkhf;fptpl;L  

vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

 

Njhl;lj;jpy; cs;s nrbfs; tsu;e;J ck;ngaiur; nrhy;yp $g;gpLfpd;wd 

vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

 

%d;W Mz;Lfs; vdf;F Md;kPfj; je;ijahf ,Ue;J ‘,g;gbj;jhd;  
thoNtz;Lk;’ vd;W topfhl;btpl;L‚ vd;idj; jdpNa jtpf;ftpl;L tpl;L 
vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 
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cd;idj; NjLk; tpopfSf;F top tplhky; jLf;fpwJ fz;zPu; Jspfs.;  

vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

 

cd;idf;fz;l fz;fspd; Xuk; rpWJsp fy;yiwiaf; fOtp cd; Kfj;ijf; 

fhl;baJ. vOe;Jth‚ epiwa ,Uf;fpwJ cd;Dld; Ngr. 

vq;Nf nrd;wha; eP? 

-,sty;. k. MNuhf;fpa Re;jh;. Nr.r 

jj;Jttpay; ,uz;lhkhz;L.  

GNd. 

  

“God not in fire, tempest, thunder, but in the gentle breeze that 
passed by and was missed” 

– Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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mUl;gzp. kD Nr.r - ,isNahh;fisf; fth;e;j mrhjhuz kdpjh; 

2014 Mk; Mz;L Ntl;ltyk; - ,nyhNahyh fy;Y}hp ,NaRrig FOkj;jpy; 

r%fg;gzp nra;Ak; Nehf;fpy; je;ij kDNty; my;Nghd;]; Nr.r. mq;Ff; fhyb 

gjpj;jhh;. jpUtz;zhkiy> tpOg;Guk; khtl;lq;fis ,yf;fpy; nfhz;L> ,e;etPd 

ehfhPfj;jpy;> fpuhkg;Gwq;fspy; trpf;Fk; ,isNahh; kj;jpapy; njhopy; KidNthh;fis 

cUthf;fptpl Ntz;Lk; vd;w Kidg;Gld; LISoR vd;w r%f mikg;ig Vw;gLj;jpdhh;. 

,e;jrkaj;jpy; jhd;>ehd; ,NaRrig ,styhfvd;Dila ,sq;fiygbg;gpw;FmNj 

,NaRrigFOkj;jpy; ,ize;Njd;.je;ijapd; gz;igAk;> kdpjkhz;igAk; fz; 

$lhfg; ghh;j;Njd;.  

tha;g;G fpilf;Fk; Nghnjy;yhk; ,d;iwa ,isa rKjhaj;ij jl;bf; 

nfhLj;Jte;jhh;. ,isNahh;fs; ,Uf;fpd;w jw;Nghija epiyg;ghl;il mth;fSf;F 

czu itj;jpUf;fpwhh;. mNjhL tpl;Ltplhky;> mth;fSf;F cfe;j jdpj;Jtkhd 

ghijia  mth;fs; fz;lwpar;nra;J> mjpy; Kd;Ndhf;fp gazpf;f Xh; mDgtkpf;f 

MNyhrfuhfTk; mth;fNshL gazpj;jpUf;fpwhh; vd;gJ kWf;f Kbahj cz;ik. 

me;jj; jdpj;Jt ghijia czh;e;j ,isNahh; $l;lj;jpy; ehDk; xU gadhsp vd;W 

epidf;Fk; NghJ kl;lw;w kfpo;r;rpailfpd;Nwd;. vg;Nghnjdpy;> ,NaRrigapy; 

vd;Dila ,iwaioj;jy; gazj;jpy; rpW jLkhw;wk; Vw;gl;lJ. Rhpahd jUzj;jpy;> 

je;ijapd; FWf;fpL vd; tho;tpy; kwf;f Kbahj mDgtkhf ,d;Dk; ePbj;J 

,Uf;fpwJ Vndd;why;> me;ehs;> vd;Dila gpwe;jehs;. gyhpd; tho;j;Jf;fs; Ftpe;J 

nfhz;bUe;j Ntisapy;> je;ijapd; Mokhd thh;j;ijfs; midj;ijAk; CLUtpaJ. 

gpd;dh;> mtuJ njhlh; topfhl;Ljy; vd;DilaJwtwg; gazj;jpy; ngUk; khw;wj;ij 

Vw;gLj;jpaJ> ,iwaioj;jypy; Cd;wplr; nra;jJ. 

vd;Dila mDgtj;jpy;> mUl;gzp. kD Nr.r> Neh; nfhz;l ghh;itAilath; 

.rkepiyAld; midthplKk; goff; $bath;. mbj;jl;L kf;fSf;fhf mth;fs; 

chpikfs; kWf;fg;gLk; NghJ mth;fNshL ,ize;J tpLjiyf;Fuy; nfhLg;gth;. 

,isQh;fis mjpfk; Cf;Ftpg;gth; .,j;jifa mtUila kdpjhgpkhd gz;Gfis 

ehKk; ekjhf;FNthk;. mtuJ Gul;rpfukhd rpe;jidfis ek; nrayhf;FNthk;. 

-vd;Wk; ed;wpAzh;tpy; 

,sty;. jpNahgpd; ikf;Nfy; Nr.r 
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Manuel Alphonse: His song has ended but melody goes on… 

To begin with what Fr Hector D’Souza says of Manu’s student days in Delhi: 
 

That bewitching smile when curved on his face, I always knew he was up to mischief: 
mischief to create, mischief to expand the horizons of knowledge, mischief to delve 
deep into the causes of life, love and service. The themes were the same as in Luke 
Ch. 4: 18-19, “to preach the good news to the poor, … to announce pardon to 
prisoners … recovery of sight to the blind, to set the burdened free and to announce 
"This is God's year to act!"  

These qualities endeared Manu to those who came in contact with him or touched him in life 
in other ways, in love, in his struggles and relationships. As a human being he shared energy 
and vitality with people associated with him. What encouraged them was the mixture of his 
qualities: dynamic and gentle at times and often rebellious. This combination of dynamic, 
gentle and rebellious ways gave a special quality to his dealings with people. In his relations 
with others he combined quietness and tenderness with scathing attacks at times. People 
cooperated with him because they felt that he went about doing ‘his Father’s business’. He 
made things happen. Precisely because of it he also met with opposition from many and he 
suffered much. But he would not give up because he was both obstinate and determined. 
 
When Manu was around one felt his conscientious and ever radiating presence. It was much 
more so when he was involved in the struggle of the young or in the cause of the poor. That is 
his speciality like that of his Gurus Pierre Ceyrac and Claude D’Souza. That is why people 
loved him. He lived his compassion with a caring sensitivity. His quiet mood went together 
with the force required to get things done. In his gentle smile there was a power to move. In 
his being, there was energy to influence people. He was able to convert the potential energy 
of those who came under his influence into a kinetic movement. He was the trigger at times, 
‘a spark to kindle many fires.’ 
 
His theology companions say that Manu Alphonse’s thinking pattern was more horizontal 
than vertical, more often than not out of the box. He was ready to juxtapose reality with 
theory; practice with concepts. According to his companions he belonged to a small group 
that thought in the ‘third way’, beyond the thesis, antithesis and synthesis. After the professor 
completed his lecture giving the pros and cons he would lead the group that said “there is a 
third possibility.” And this praxis made Manu stand out of the crowd. In the spirit of Jesuit 
magis, he thought and acted differently. 
 
These qualities stood out when he was the national chaplain of AICUF. Before and during 
these years Manu struggled through successes, failures, accolades and criticism but emerged 
triumphant because of his faith in his Master. He loved deeply and he could translate his love 
into action. The ones, ‘who spell God in different forms’ know that they will merge with Him 
soon. And Manu has merged at his prime age of glorifying God. 
 
- Fr. Walter Fernandes, S.J, North Eastern Social Research Centre,Guahati, Asssam.  
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UNIQUE FATHER MANU, WE SALUTE YOU! 
 

A Life of Periphery:  
 
Fr. Manu had periphery livelihood on earth. He consciously chose such a life to work for the 
marginalized people of different oppressed sections in order to achieve socio-economic-
cultural rights and live a life of dignity. This life he had with actual grassroots people as well 
as the intellectuals on the global level. 
 
Simplicity and Solidarity: 
 
Manu’s livelihood was marked by simplicity and solidarity with the needy. He was inspired 
by Karl Marx, Thiruvalluvar, Periyar EVR, Mahatma Phule, Savithri Phule, Ambedkar, Sri 
Narayana Guru, Perun-chiththira-naar, a Tamil Scholar, Nelson Mandela and the laughing 
Jesus of Nazareth and other pictures. Along with their images, photos of children and 
relatives and friends, he had in his room, and the photo of his parents. His dynamics and 
mechanism included many things, in particular, reading regularly on ECOSOC Rights of the 
United Nations, and daily newspapers. 
 
Fr. Manu considered the following persons as his Spiritual Gurus: Frs. Anthony De Mello, 
Dick McHugh, Rex A. Pai, Aizpun, and Gabriel Ekka of Madhya Pradesh. His Mentors in 
AICUF were Fr. Paul de la Gueriviere, Fr. Pierre Ceyrac, and Fr. Claude D’Souza. His close 
collaborators in the Society of Jesus, as this writer remembers, were: Frs. Stan Lourdusamy, 
Joe Mike, Yesu Marian, Mark Stephen, Maria Arul Raja, Joe Xavier (Delhi), George Joseph, 
Jebamalai Raja, P. Fr. Kumar, Antony Raj, Egerton Perera of Sri Lanka, Soosai Manickam, 
Arul Sivan, Francis P Xavier, Pooranam De Mel, Britto Vincent, and Fr. X. D. Selvaraj of 
CPCI and many more.   
 
Spirituality: 
 
Fr. Manu’s spirituality had a particular dimension: “When I was hungry, you gave me to eat . 
. . when I was a stranger, you accepted me . . . I was in prison and you came to visit me”. 
These are the words of his laughing Jesus of Nazareth.  Fr. Manu had elaborately shared such 
experiences on these levels with very close friends.  
 
Great scholars from different countries expressed that they were inspired by the wisdom of 
Fr. Manu. Some of the names, from the writer’s memory, are given below: 
 
Jesuit Father Peter Henriot of Washington D. C., Father of Street Theatre Badal Sircar, Prof. 
Marc Colpaert of Belgium and ICMICA’s Dr. Rajkumar, Dr. Victor Karunan, Dr. Anselmo 
Lee, and Dr. Laurentia. 
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In brief, Manu’s GREATNESS comprised humility, humour, self-effacement and unique 
leadership.  
 
UNIQUE FATHER MANU, WE SALUTE YOU! 
 

- Dr. S. J. A. Packiaraj, PhD. 
 
(Fr. Manuel Alphonse, SJ, was a Friend, Co-Worker, and Guide to this writer, Dr. S. J. A. 
Packiaraj, from 1981 to 2018. The writer has limited his jottings, being conscious of other 
contributions of his Associates on him.) 
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Fr. Manu should be remembered as a great leader and he should be followed 

A great man is the product of his age, but gives back with compound interest what he has 
received from his age. Manu strengthened, improved, exalted the time-sprit and the time 
forces in the midst of which he was born and brought up. He did something more – he led 
them on into useful and fructifying channels pregnant with lasting good. By every word of 
this definition, Manu was great. 
 
Speaking about Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee stated: “Always working for the 
best and hoping for the best. Dadabhai’s optism was deepened and accentuated by its close 
contact with the young men of his generation. The word ‘despair’ vanished from his 
vocabulary”. That was true of Manu also.  
 
Martin Luther king once said: “If a man is called to be a street sweeper, he should sweep 
streets even as Michael Angelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare wrote 
poetry. He should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to 
say, he was a great street sweeper who did his job well”. Manu showed us way to sweep the 
place where ever we are. 
 
He was a prophet  
 
He was a prophet but not in the traditional sense of the term but he was a prophet whose 
presence always encouraged the budding leaders and inspired them. He was a beacon light 
for many who were swimming in the sea of economic, social, cultural turbulence. Prophets 
were leaders without offices and their real ability is to arouse their followers’ interest so that 
the followers will accept prophetic goals and support these goals enthusiastically. Often the 
supporters become the followers and the leaders become the prophets.  Manu was one such 
prophet. He was a semi divine person. What hope, what faith, what sublime duty and what 
undying in the destinies of the economically poor and the socially marginalised. His presence 
was always a source of extraordinary support for the ordinary mortals like us. The students, 
the teachers, the social activists, the leaders of the NGOs, politicians and the religious were 
always inspired by his thoughts, words and actions. 
 
As Mathew Arnold wrote: “His place became the home of the last causes, and forsaken 
beliefs and unpopular names, and impossible loyalties”.  Manu’s office was always a centre 
for refugees.  
 
The extraordinary simplicity of Manu stunned many of us. His penetrating questions rendered 
us dumb. He used to say law was for man and not otherwise. His words were wise and his 
actions had far reaching impact.  
 
Intellectuals often indulge in academic wrangling over theories or schools of thought 
mindless of ‘man’. Referring to this, John Batt wrote about the cerebration of famous jurists 
thus,…. 
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“Their hallow concepts, tea cup debates, and important ideas debase modern jurisprudence. 
Their obsessions are unworthy and intellectually subversive…..  in an age when man’s 
annihilation is a possibility and individual’s alienation is a fact”. Manu stood apart in any 
crowd of intellectuals. Manu was a great master of facts and figures. His mind was so logical 
that vague idealism had no place in it. He always contradicted his critics with facts, figures, 
logic and philosophy. He disarmed them with his conviction, practice and with his life.  
 
He was an idealist  
 
He was an idealist to the marrows of his bones. Manu was a bigger than any office he held, 
larger than his vocation and greater than many men of letters. His vision, his thoughts, his 
words and his actions were inspiring and they forced us towards divinity. He was 
controversial. His views were often criticised and his words were not accepted by many. 
Whenever an existing paradigm is challenged or changed, majority disagree and criticise. 
Often relationships became sour and the consequences are unpleasant. 
Though he had many friends in the West (who mourned deeply on hearing the news of his 
death), though he had contacts with many associations at the global level, he was strongly 
against ‘Westoxication’ of any kind. He always stood for justice, moral rectitude, austerity 
and he always stood against ostentation and exploitation of every kind and injustice of any 
shade.  
 
To honour men of greatness and secure their friendship rare  
Is deemed indeed the rarest of the things which rarest are. (Kural - 443) 
 
mhpatw;W nsy;yhk; mhpNj nghpahiug; 

Ngzpj; jkuhf; nfhsy;. – (Fws; vz;: 443) 

 
It was an honour to be with Manu. Manu was always coining and contemplating new ideas, 
concepts, models and plans. He was always busy looking at alternatives whether in the 
macroeconomic policies or in agricultural practices or in rendering social service. 
Manu was great! 
I was fortunate to know him to learn from him and to have lived with him. 
 
St Ignatius said once:  
If God causes you to suffer much, It is a sign that 
He has Great designs for you. 
And that certainly intends  
To make you a SAINT  
Manu suffered much  
But he never complained!     
 
-Prof. Dr.Victor Louis Anthuvan 
Dean – Research Professor of Finance, LIBA, Loyola Chennai.
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Fr Manu, A Thinker and an Advocate of Social Justice & Human Rights A Tribute 
 

Fr Manu was a friend, comrade, mentor and guide to me over 40 long years.  My 
association with him started as a student activist in All India Catholic University Federation 
(AICUF), lasted throughout my time as a lawyer in Chengalpattu, director of Legal 
Resources for Social Action (LRSA) and Rural Development Society (RDS), continued 
duringmy time working for Amnesty International and later in my semi-retired life as an 
independent consultant.  

 
It is a great privilege and an honour to have worked closely with Fr Manu at the time 

he initiated the Tamil Nadu Peoples Forum for Social Development and the Centre for 
Budget and Governance Accountability. He served on the Board of LRSA and RDS until his 
demise. I met him during my visits to Chennai and had innumerable and lengthy 
conversations with him on topics ranging from the Indian and global socio-economic, cultural 
and political realities to organic bio-farming and secular social spirituality.  

 
I join you all in paying tribute and celebrating the life and contributions of Fr Manu to 

the humanity, particularly students, activists and the marginalised in India and beyond as a 
thinker, advocate of social justice and a defender of human rights, more specifically the rights 
of Dalits and Indigenous People. He has been a staunch advocate of Social Justice and a 
defender of human rights in general and the rights of Dalits and Indigenous People, in 
particular. Fr Manu’s more than two decades of work with students through his various roles 
in AICUF including as its National Director, made a huge difference in the lives of students, 
many of whom continued their commitment to social justice in a variety of ways.   

 
My last face to face meeting with Fr Manu was at the gathering of many social 

activists, ex-AICUFers, students, young persons, and friends and associates of Fr. Claude 
D’Souza gathered at St Joseph’s Boys High School in Bengaluru on 11 August 2018, to 
celebrate Fr Claude’s life and work.  Fr Manu was strongly advocating the importance of 
nurturing student/youth movements in support of the social change in and around that 
meeting.  

 
From my own experience of growing up in AICUF, a student movement grounded in 

the socio-political struggles at campus and in the wider world at that time and being a product 
of “Project Know India”, I see the need and urgency of organising and mobilising students 
and young people and building and growing youth movements for systemic change 
addressing the root causes of the problems. It is even more so at a time, those in power are 
successfully exploiting the anxiety of people over inequality and identity, creating fear that 
unleashes identity-based hatred and violence. We need uncompromising defiance and work to 
halt the shrinking of civil society space, undermining the hard-won human rights and 
freedoms and systematic attacking human rights defenders. 
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In remembering the life and work of Fr Manu and paying tribute to him, the words of 
AICUF Poonamalle Declaration, “We were born into an unjust society, and we are 
determined not to leave it as we have found it” has even more resonance to me today. I 
recommit to continue my contribution; however small and in whatever I do at the present 
stage of our life.  
 
-Gnanam Devadass 
  London  
 

  

“Weak threads strong ropes” 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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Father Manu – remembered as a source of inspiration and social conscience 
 

As I was shown into his office at Social Watch-Tamil Nadu for my first meeting with 
Fr Manu in 2004, I felt immediately in the presence of a man radiating human warmth. When 
I spoke in my rusty Tamil, he was wreathed in smiles and opened his generous mind and his 
heart to me. From that moment, I knew that this was a man with whom I wanted to work in 
my striving to understand the complex and harsh nature of caste discrimination in India. 
Manu, I was sure, would be a sensitive guide in working collaboratively as researchers in the 
struggle of Dalits for justice, and in communicatingthe painful life of contradiction that is 
forced upon Dalit Christians.My trust in Manu was many-times fulfilled. Manu had a deep 
dedication to the struggles of the oppressed. To say that when I met him he had given his life 
to this struggle, is no hyperbole. Indeed, Manu told me that having been given life after a 
very serious illness, social justice and the plight of the Dalits had become his purpose. To 
work with such a man, has been a privilege. 
 

In 2009, Fr Manu joined our ambitious three-year anthropological research project on 
‘Caste Out of Development: Civil Society Activism and Transnational Advocacy on Dalit 
Rights and Development’, funded by the UK Economic and Social Research Council. I say 
‘joined’ our project, but in reality Manu was our driving force and our conscience.Through 
Social Watch-Tamil Nadu I saw how Manu’s powerful intellect could be brought to the 
service of social justice, the data and analysis that would amplify personal commitment to the 
level of policy change and challenge. The achievement of the work that Manu led on the 
Special Component Plan, the drive towards legislative change in this area, and the new 
initiatives in Dalit-focused and gender-aware  social equity budgeting was, and remains, of 
profound importance. 
 

In our work as a research team from different national, regional, gender and caste 
backgrounds, Manu was our conscience. He was passionate in his challenge to researchers to 
be socially accountable. Rightly, he would not allow research to be merely academic, and 
held us responsible if there were empty chairs in our discussions where Dalit activists 
themselves should be sitting, or if some of us were speaking out of turn about those who 
should voice their own experience. Manu understood how power worked in all its subtlety. 
He was willing to call out privilege – including his own. He was not only an advocate for 
those whose voices matter, but one who insisted that we had to subject ourselves to the 
critical scrutiny of those who are oppressed by the structures that also give privilege from 
which we benefit. He insisted that this accountability is not just an individual matter but a 
collective and public accountability. 
 

Manu was a man with the wisdom and humility to be open to being questioned,and 
the courage to speak truth to power. He was unafraid to confront  institutions he saw as 
perpetuating wrong. He understood how institutions function and are to be challenged in their 
own terms.  He enacted the insight of the great Dalit leader Dr B.R.Ambedkar who insisted 
that it is the oppressed we should listen to, not just because their experience is truth, but 
because they provide the “social conscience” and the “motive power for progress”. Manu so 
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often reminded us, as Dr Ambedkar said, “in the poor lies acute social conscience and social 
thought… [The] life of the higher orders, on the other hand is too busy or too prosperous and 
the individual too much self-contained and self-satisfied for the conception of social progress 
to be more than a passing thought of a rare moment… it is the lower classes that we must 
look [to] for the motive power for progress.”  
 

Manu took this sentiment to heart. He did not seek acclaim, honour or the public 
stage, but gave amplification for the voices of the oppressed.  

 
Manu was a man of great compassion, personally. The years of our working together 

involved for me harsh personal challenges and losses, and I do not think that without his care, 
love and wisdom I would have been able to continue with our shared endeavour. I will 
forever be grateful to Manu for his kindness, his challenging thoughts, and his infectious 
chuckling sense of humour.  
 
Rest in peace, great soul. 
 
-David Mosse 
Professor of Social Anthropology 
SOAS University of London 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Organic Intellectual 
“Voicing the Voiceless’’ 

 – Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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MANU A GOOD BUDDY 

 
Oh my beloved friend Manu, your departure was shocking, the consolations can never 
equate it.  I cry like a man who lost his close friend, here is a poem   
   
Our glory, O, lies slain upon the high places!    
How the mighty have fallen! 
Tell it not to the world,    
proclaim it not in the streets of Choolaimedu; 
 the sadness still lingers 
  
You mountains of  Thomas Mount   
 let there be no dew or rain upon you,    
nor bounteous fields!  For there the shield of the great soul was defiled,   
 the shield of Ephesians, anointed with oil no more. 
 
From the blood of the dead,    
from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Manu did not turn back, 
nor the sword of Manu’s disciples return empty. 
 Manu, beloved and lovely!    
 
In life and in death they were not divided;  
they were swifter than eagles,   
they were stronger than lions. 
  
O children of Chennai, shed tears for manu, 
His tireless efforts to the marginalized brethren,   
 who clothed them  with Honor, in luxury,     
who put glamour of hope on their apparel. 
 
Manu lies slain by the cruelty of sickness, 
upon your Heavens be received by your gods. 
I am distressed for you, my brother Manu; 
greatly beloved were you to me; 
 your love to me was wonderful,   more than anybody. 
It amazes, how quickly changes occur,  
the constant flowing of rivers, 
The tides bringing freshness, l 
like the wind blows fresh air, 
Your acts of valor would inspire us  
more when we turn weary. 
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How the mighty have fallen,     
and the weapons of goodness perished! 
Memories of Manu constantly driving us 
 to the task you set forth for us, 
confidently giving us aspirations to win  
despite any challenges. 
 Manu you are flowers in my garden  
and wind beneath my hair. 
  
One more hug I wish I could bestow upon you 
Yes, my brother Manu , when tomorrow begins, 
 do not think we are far apart, 
our hearts are just an inch away.  
Take care Manu. 
 
-Michael .R. Hubert 
Shabnam Resources 
Old No 5 New No 13 Buddha Street 
Rangarajapuram 
Chennai 600024 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

I died and was brought back to life by Friends; 

To be risen is to multiply loaves, multiply presences. 

 – Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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Fr. Manu – A Fellow Campaigner 

Fr. Manu has been a distinctive friend and a fellow activist to me since 1980s. My 
association with him commenced when I started serving in PEAL, Madurai. AICUF- House, 
Chennai, was the center where I met him for the first time, when I came for an orientation 
course on Marxism dealt by Fr. Kappan. I was very passionate as a new entrant to this social 
action field, but when I met Fr. Manu, my first impression was that he was a very unfriendly 
person and tight lipped. In those days, I never knew, honestly, anything about Jesuits or 
AICUF or even SCM etc., But when I met him later after a couple of years, his eye brows 
raised to know that I am the Secretary of PEAL. He quietly asked me whether it was possible 
for me to meet him on the same evening after dinner andI was wondering. When I met him 
promptly, his main interest was to know what happened in PEAL and how I became the 
Secretary so soon. That gave me an opportunity to share about my background, how I 
resigned my Govt Job, joined PEAL and how Annan Y. David decided to lead SSI-
SamathuvaSamudhayaIyakkam - which caused me to take up the saddle of PEAL. Perhaps 
my enthusiasm, the Marxian perception, leadership skills and the little commitment for the 
marginalized people would have developed a kind of soft corner in him and a sense of 
intimacyfor me. That meeting helped me to become close to Manu and after that I had the 
privilege to enter his room at any time and he used to welcome me with his own smile, which 
had gone to the level of cracking jokes and spending more time in discussing the issues of the 
exploited even past mid night. I started calling him as Manu instead of Fr. Manu.  

Manu and I became still closer in our interventions when Mr. Mistry from Gujarat 
(currently in INC) came to share his views and expertise on Budget monitoring. It was Manu 
who called me from Chennai to organize a meeting at Madurai for the Social Action Groups 
where Mr. Mistry came and spoke in the presence of Manu. PEAL became a strong Network 
partner for Social Watch where Manu played premier role in Budget Monitoring and 
Analysis. When I emerged as a Dalit Rights Defender in 1990s, Manu was the one who 
showed special interest as he was also for the Dalit Rights and Empowerment. We used to 
discuss a lot on the status of Dalits, the Dalit Net Works in TN,Dalit Movements and Dalit 
Political Parties. He was for a strong Dalit Network in TN to undertake various interventions 
to challenge Caste and Untouchability. When I emerged as an Ambedkarite but at the same 
time subscribed to Marxian ideology to challenge both caste and class-based oppression and 
violence, Manu showed strong interest to listen to me and encouraged me as well. 

When we founded NCDHR and I moved to Delhi as its General Secretary, Manu used 
to visit our National Secretariat whenever he was in Delhi. His commitment for Budget 
Monitoring, Social Audit, and his enthusiasm for monitoring the SCP- Special Component 
Plan meant for SCs- really excited Mr. Paul Divakar, my Colleague-Convener of NCDHR, to 
include this important intervention under NCDHR which today helped to promote DAAA – 
Dalit ArthikAdhikar Andolan. Since we had our contact with Mr. Christudas Gandhi, the IAS 
officer, it was easy for NCDHR to emerge as the pioneering organization for SCSP 
Monitoring at the national level.However, we could proudly remember and accept that Manu 
was the main person behind this significant initiative in NCDHR.  
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Manu after leaving SW,concentratingon promoting Dalit Entrepreneurship as he was 
categorical that challenging untouchability practices alone is insufficient for Dalit 
empowerment. When I met Manu last, he was forthright in telling me that ensuring civil 
political right is necessary, but along with that,Economic empowerment of Dalits is a MUST 
for Dalits to regain their dignity, equality and also to sustain the same. When I shared that I 
am also thinking on that line, he invited me to Vettavalam where he was staying at that point 
of time for a detailed discussion, strategizing and the possibility to work together.  

I delayed meeting him. But that never took place. When I heard from Delhi that he passed 
away, first I wished it should be a fake news. When I got it confirmed, I wasdeeply disturbed 
and intensely saddened. I could not make it for his funeral. But later, I visited Loyola College 
Chennai along with my wife Guna and we paid our sincere respects by saying a personal 
prayer at his grave. We left with a very distressed heart. 

What a soft spoken, diligent, committed, loving and straight forward person Manu was! He 
was a rare piece and a great personality and it is difficult to replace him as a person, a friend 
and a committed Activist cum Mentor. His early departure is certainly animpairment to many 
especially to the marginalized and very particularly to Dalits. For his friends like me, it is 
indeed an irreparable loss! 

Praying God to Bless his Soul to Rest in Peace! 

-Dr. Vincent Manoharan 
National Convenor-NDCW 
National Dalit Christian Watch 
New Delhi – 110 008 
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Fr. Manu remained one of those exceptional spiritual leaders who did not believe so much in 
the existence of God in extra-terrestrial abode as much as in the existentialism of the 
discriminated people in the world. “Service to God is nothing but servicing the vulnerable” - 
was his motto. 

Fr. Manu in many ways showed me the way to strengthen our guts in standing up to 
authorities, to achieve justice for people, especially for those who get dominated by power-
lobby. 

mUl;je;ij kD xU cz;ikahd Kdptuhf ,Ue;jhH. vspathplk; vg;NghJk; 

Kdpitf; (rpdj;ij) fhl;lhjtH. mNj Ntis mjpfhuj;jhy; Mjpf;fk; nra;a 

vj;jdpg;Nghhplk;> fpQ;rpj;Jk; jaq;fhJ Kdpitf; fhl;batH. MfNt mtH xU 

nka;j;jt Kdp. 

mUl;je;ij kD mtHfis ,NaR gpuhdpd; cz;ikahd rPluhfg; ghHf;fyhk;. ,NaR 

gpuhd; nrhd;d nkhopahd “ehd; rkhjhdj;jpw;fhf tutpy;iy@ ghFghl;il 

cUthf;fNt te;Njd;” vd;gijj; jk;Kila Jwtw tho;f;ifapy; mg;gbNa 

filgpbj;jtH. mtH rhHe;j rigapd; rkhjhdj;ijtpl> gl;baypdj;jthpd; gq;Nfw;ghy; 

ghFghL tUk; vdpd;> ,NaR gpuhd; fl;lisia Nkw;nfhz;L me;j ghFghl;Lj; 

jlj;jpy; gazk; nra;jtH. 

jpU. ,uh. fpUj;JjhR fhe;jp ,.M.g (Xa;T) 
Kd;dhs; $Ljy; jiyikr; nrayH (jkpo;ehL) 
njhiyNgrp: 9444045215 
 
 

 

  

A Tiny drop in the Mighty flow;  

Rolling and Rolling, Dying and Rising, that’s me! 

- Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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Dear Fr Manu, 

It is almost one year since you left us eternally.  I was afraid of encountering this 1st 
anniversary of your departure as I did not want to confront the saddest memory again a year 
ago.   

I could not believe that my visit to Chennai in late August in 2018 was the last 
meeting with you.  

When I visited Chennai late August last year to meet you, you looked fine and we 
talked a lot about many things, not only our common memories of the past but also our 
common future dreams and plans in 2021 specially a gathering of all ex-IMCS and ICMICA 
and other friends on the occasion of the centennial of Pax Romana movement which started 
in 1921.   

Pax Romana was so important for us as it was our common parents and at the same 
time children.  

I remember the time when we met first in 1988 at the AICUF House in Madras (now 
Chennai) when I was working as Secretary General of Pax Romana IMCS – International 
Movement of Catholic Students (IMCS) Asia based in Hong Kong.  You were national 
chaplain of the All India Catholic University Federation (AICUF) based in Chennai.  I drank 
masala chai a few times while discussing and working with you, and we used to stroll in the 
campus of Loyola College during break.  

From the very moment of our first encounter at the AICUF house, I felt so strongly 
that we were so closely connected spiritually as if we were brothers in one of the previous 
lives.  Although we were physically separated that time between Madras, and Hong Kong, 
your spiritual accompaniment was so important that I was able to for complete my mandate 
in IMCS Asia (1988.9-1991.10) despite hard challenges.  

We began to meet again regularly when I was working as Secretary General of Pax 
Romana-International Catholic Movement of Intellectual and Cultural Affairs (ICMICA) 
(1997 to 2004) based in Geneva.  Although we were physically separated between Geneva 
and Chennai as you were pro-bono Asian spiritual adviser of ICMICA Asia, we were 
working very hard to revive the ICMICA Asia, a rallying platform for Catholic lay movement 
engaged in peace and justice.  Again your spiritual accompaniment was so precious that I was 
able to complete my mandate (1997-2004) again.   

Since my first visit to Tamil Nadu and India 1988, my journey to discover India and 
the world started with you.  We were together Hyderabad at Asian Social Forum in 2003 and 
Mumbai for World Social Forum 2004, and New Delhi, etc.  We were also together at many 
different locations in Asia and beyond organizing and attendingdifferent meetings and 
conferences.    
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We really enjoyed working together, specially drafting final statements of 
international conferences that we attended together.  It became part of the historical 
documents in PaxRomana ICMICA. 

 

There was no barrier of hierarchy or nationality between us.  

You were a lay-like priest and I was a priest-like lay person. You were a Korean-like 
Tamil and I was a Tamil-like Korean. We were simply Tamil, Korean or Asian looking 
temporary residents in this planet. Thanks to you, I became a lay Jesuit, because you taught 
me about how to live a lay Jesuit spirituality independently.  

I still vividly remember alleys and streets where were strolling side by side sharing 
and discussing about so many things about our life, work and missions.  It was a sacrament of 
confession and spiritual exercise of Ignatius of Loyola between two Jesuits. Those were the 
happiest memories in my life.  

The news about your departure was too sad and shocking as it was only two months 
after our last meeting in Chennai where we made the third plan in 2021. However, now I can 
appreciate that opportunity that was very timely, and at least we were able to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of our encounter and common journey of the 3 decades (1988-2018).  

While writing this letter to you, the happy memories of the last 3 decades have just 
flashed by in my tears but I can still smile at you thinking about your smiling face. Once 
again I want to call your name now. 
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Fr Manu ! 
Can you hear me?   
How is your heart?  
… 
Cheers ! Stay well ! 
For the last 30 years, you were my mentor, spiritual adviser, chaplain, and most importantly 
my companion.  
Thank you so much for being with and in me in this life. 
Meeting, knowing and working with you was the best part of my life.  
As a farewell, I wish to sing a song “You Raised Me Up”with a sense of deepest gratitude.  
 
When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary 
When troubles come and my heart burdened be 
Then, I am still and wait here in the silence 
Until you come and sit a while with me. 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders 
You raise me up: To more than I can be. 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders 
You raise me up: To more than I can be. 
 
With love and hope in Christ, 
-Anselmo Lee 
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Manu, Anna… 

I still remember first time I met Manu. 
I landed in Tamil Nadu as a part of ALBOAN’s team for the rehabilitation work in the post-
Tsunami intervention. My meeting with Manu was a kind of “blind date”. We did not know 
each other before and we were supposed to spend 10 days travelling all around TN visiting 
the affected areas by tsunami from Chennai to Kanyakumari. 
Those intense days of several visits and meetings with many people were the starting point of 
our friendship. After that first journey, we shared several visits and conversations in India as 
well as in Bilbao. 
I am very proud of saying that Manu was my guide in the Tamil land.He was a perfect 
supporter to understand the complexity of the context and he was a real bridge to reach grass 
roots organizations fighting for the rights of Dalits and women. 
Manu was a bright person. He could deliver a superb speech in front of the best minds in a 
high-level forum. Besides this, Manu was humble enough to remove his chappals and share 
an idli with sambar while listening and consoling a widow in a rural village. That was the real 
brightness of Manu, his true humility, his closeness and his great commitment in the defense 
of human rights. 
Manu, Anna, it was a privilege to learn from you. Take care of us. 
Nanree. 
Vanakkam. 
 
-Lucia Arana Iruarrizaga 
Former Asia desk officer in ALBOAN’s Foundation 
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Tribute for Fr. Manu 
 

I first met Fr. Manu at his SWTN office in Chennai in 2008 when I was doing a 
scoping exercise of budget groups across the country for the International Budget 
Partnership. His warmth and down to earth nature, and his strong human rights perspective on 
all that was happening around us created immediately made for close bonding between us. 
After that when I joined IBP full-time and got immersed deep into budgetwork across the 
country I had many more opportunities to interact and engage with him at meetings and 
workshops related to budgets and social accountability. His contributions and support in these 
workshops with his knowledge and perspective was very critical.  
 

What I admired most in him was his unstinting support to dalit budget work. He 
helped facilitate and initiate other budgetgroups to take up dalit budget work and today many 
of these groups are doing exceptional budget work from the perspective of themarginalized 
and neglected communities. But equally important was his concern for democratic rights and 
governance and this legacy I think is very important in present times with shrinking tolerance 
of human rights work and action by the current regime. We certainly miss his energy 
and spirit on this front in these intolerant times. He was indeed a shining star in both the 
budget arena and the human rights world. 
 
-Ravi Duggal 
Coordinator IBP (International Budget Partnership) 
Associated with International People’s Health University.  
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Remembering Fr.Manu 

 
The passing away of Fr.Manu is a great loss to human rights activists particularly 

activists working on budgets in social sector related to dalits and adivasis.  Remembering 
Fr.Manu means remembering his enthusiasm, energy, experience and gentle advice.  He will 
always remain as an inspirational personality to all who are working in social 
movements.  We came in touch with Fr.Manu in the meetings and workshops organised by 
Ford Foundation in early 2000.  His accuracy in making his view points from the rights based 
perspective in analyzing budgets drew us to him.  
 
He was very keen to reach to the groups who are working with marginalized communities 
and was always enquiring about the details of our field work and the impact of it.  He was 
eager to know about the new programmes and their effectiveness that were launched by the 
Government of Andhra Pradesh. He was also sharing the advocacy work that they were doing 
with the government of Tamilnadu on Scheduled Castes Sub Plan and various schemes that 
resulted through their intervention.  
We came much closer to his thoughts while working in the networks formed by Centre for 
Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA) and National Foundation for India (NFI) in 
the last one decade.  He was a strong believer of democracy and accountability of the 
government to the poor and oppressed.  He also believed in the power of people to fight the 
mighty.  Walking hours and talking hours with him is really memorable.  He was always 
enthusiastic about even a small intervention.  He was also mooting with an idea of bringing 
groups together in Southern India to work on a common broad based agenda.  Fr.John Kumar 
made some efforts in this direction.  
We will miss his concern, affection and appreciation of our work from now onwards but his 
memories will remain fresh in our thoughts. 
  
-Hilda and Bose 
CRSD/AP Budget Centre 
Email: crsdorgatp@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:crsdorgatp@gmail.com
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EX-AICUFERS 
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Fr. Manu was a well informed and humble man. From the micro to the macro social issues he 
was always ready to share his knowledge on issues that violated the rights of marginalized 
communities.  His talks were always thought-provoking and inspirational. His ability to 
analyse  social, political and economic issues were par excellence.  
 
Fr. Manu was a keen listener. He always encouraged us to express our opinions fearlessly and 
to take a bold stand.  
 
RIP Fr. Manu. You will always be in my thoughts and deeds... When in doubt I will 
remember your words, 'stand up and demand justice'. 
 
 
-Sandra Joseph  
Professor, Stella Maris College  
 
  

Manu: The ordinary man’s visionary. 
 

In a room full of neatly organised books, located on the first floor of the building 
adjacent to the so called chapel Manu would spend his time on the desk reading, writing or 
having a chat with those who came. He appeared to be a very unassuming person dressed in 
light coloured shirts (that were often too big for his size) and dull coloured pants. No 
onlooker would even mistake him for the genius he was.  
 

In the field of pace building we have a term called “connectors”. This normally refers 
to institutions or people who have the ability to bring people together based on issues to 
promote the justice and peace. If you can imagine Manu in that place he would be a perfect 
fit. With little effort he was the sugar block that would automatically attract people around it. 
This was, I believe, because of his unlimited generosity: it could be in terms of lending 
books, sharing a meal, lending money or even  to the extent to lending himself to be the dad 
to several people when they go married against the wishes of their kith and kin. 
 

Having lived in the company of giants like Fr. Claude, Fr Ceyrac, Fr Gurevier, Fr 
Stan and so on, he seemed to be seasoned by them. Clearly he had a bit of them in him that 
was quite visible to us. The ability to respond immediately to crises be it personal, social, 
economical or political he was ready. He always had a word or two on any topic and never 
hesitated to be brutally critical and call it useless if it actually was so. The combination of 
passion for work with the compassion for the poor was a clear blend in him. 
 

Personally, I can recount several experiences of very close encounter with him. The 
most important of all of them did not come after lengthy interactions but during small passing 
conversations. At a point we met every day for almost five years and just exchanged good 
morning talks that lasted less that 5 minutes. At other points we used to catch up for dinner at 
Annai Mess for a simple dosai and a bulls eye egg, the occasional, brief phone call. He would 
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ask a simple question and we would pour out our heart to him. On his side he would also do 
the same.  
 

These exchanges were not only useful but inspiring and empowering. They often 
challenged us to think boldly and speak out without fear. Sometimes I would want to reflect 
on some issues with somebody, when there was a starvation for intellectual camaraderie, 
when one felt you needed someone who would have the depth of understanding on an issues 
that at the level at which you expect, often times there was no place to go except Manu. He 
understood the need for such companionship and was willing to be the other hand to clap 
along.  
 

Creatively thinking about empowering the underprivileged and laying the track for 
empowerment was a unique skill Manu had. He had meandered from the students movement 
to organic farming and had come a long way. In his journey he never limited himself to 
himself he dared to work with and for others and more importantly he was willing to dream 
with others. A classic case of dreaming a dream and sharing a dream.  
 

I still can’t believe that he is gone as his memories live on.  
 
Florina Xavier, 
Act for peace & 
Gladston Xavier 
Professor, Department of Social Work 
Loyola College  
Chennai. 
 

--------------------------------------- 
 

 
rpfuk; njhl;l Nghuhsp 

kdpjj;jpd; khz;ig giw rhw;wpa gFj;jwpthsd;. xLf;fg;gl;Nlhhpd; chpikf;Ff; Fuy; 

nfhLj;j mwpthw;wypd; mUtp> Jzpr;ry; kpf;ftu;> rpe;jid rpw;gpjd; MSikahy; 

jdf;nfd;W xU mq;fPfhuj;ijek; ehl;bYk; mz;il ehLfspYk; epiy ehl;bath; 

mwpT> Md;kPfk; ,uz;ilAk; gFj;jwpNthL gy ,isQh;fspd; M];jhd FU 

mDfpath; rkj;Jtj;ij giwrhw;wpa Nghuhsp tho;e;Njhk; kiwe;Njhk; vd;wpy;yhky; 

kiwe;j gpd;Dk; tho;e;J nfhz;bUf;Fk; khkdpju;. 

mtu; Gfo; tho;f!      

-Bridget 
Ex- Aicufer  
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vdJ MSikiar; nrJf;fpa Mad rpw;gp khkdpjh; kD mbfshh; 

,isNahh; ,Ughyhpil 20Mz;Lfs; ,iwA+opak; nra;jth; fpwp];lh; fphpfp]; 

vd;Dk; ngz;kzp. Eveything you need to know about Guys E}nyOjpath;. E}ypd; 

Kjy; mj;jpahaj; jiyg;G ‘The T-shirt’ mijg;gbj;jJk; vd;idg; ghjpj;jkD mbfs; 

kdf;fz; Kd; Njhd;wpdhh;. ntsph; ePyepwb-rh;l; nrd;id ma;f;f/g; Eiothapypy; 

ghh;j;Njd;. tzf;fk;! vd;wJk; xU jiyairg;G ghh;itapy; $h;ik; CLUtpaNehf;F. 

‘ahh; ,e;j GJ Ms;?’vd;wNfs;tpNah! ,iwf;FWf;fPL epfo;j;jpa re;jpg;Ngh! 

mJel;ghf–‘gpiwepythfp nghpNahh; el;G KOepyh epiwthFk; tiutsUk;’ gofg;gofg; 
ghYk; ,dpf;Fk; mKJ vd;fpw mDgtkhd gofpay; gz;ghsh; mth;. Rkhh; 38 

Mz;LfSf;FKd; me;jueil ele;J gpd;Ndhf;fpf; fhythfdg; gazpj;jehs;fs; 

mit! 

 rpw;gj;ij tbj;J Kbj;jgpd; filrpahff; fiyQd; cap&l;bg; Gj;Japh;f;Fk; 

cWg;G fz;fs; vd;gJ mofpay; ,ufrpak;! mtuJ ghh;itapd; njhLjypy; vdJ 

MSikapd; ghpgf;Ftk; nra;Ak; ghpkhzq;fsJ Mw;wy; mtuJ Gw–Gyd; ghh;itf;F 
njhlh;e;J ,Ue;jJ. “fz;fs; clYf;Ftpsf;F; fz; eykhapUe;jhy; cq;fs; cly; 

KOtJk; xspngw;wpUf;Fk;” (kj;.6:22) vd;Dk; ,NaRtpd; thh;j;ijf;F ,yf;fpakhd 

kDNtyuJ tpopfs;!! mfpy ,e;jpa mstpy; ,Ughy; ,isNahuJ ghijfspy; 

Gjpaxspia mJ gha;r;rpaJ. md;W jiyikj;Jth;fs; gzp.Nf.mky;>gzp.n`d;wp 

n[Nuhk;@ gzp.rpq;fuhah;> gzp.ghy;ikf;> gzp.Fkhh; Nghd;Nwhh; Kjy; ,d;iwagzp. 

,k;khDNtyh; tiu mtuJ MSikapd; Kj;jpiufsJ kuGtopj; njhlh;r;rpia 

jhprpj;jJz;L…mtuJvspikf; Nfhyk; je;ijrpuhf;fpd; gpujpgypg;Ngh! 

 ,af;fNk mtuJ ,jaj;Jbg;G@ mj;Jbg;gpd; ntbg;Gg; gpok;Gfsha; “mePjpahd 

r%fj;jpy; gpwe;Jtpl;Nlhk; mij mbNahL khw;whky; tplkhl;Nlhk;!” Kof;f tPWk; 

tPr;Rk; vjpnuhspj;j ,isNahh;! mjpYk; xLf;fg;gl;L> Xuk;fl;lg;gl;l r%fj;ijj;jd; 

,iw miog;gpd; ,yf;fhfthpj;Jf; nfhz;L trg;gLj;jpa–mth;fsJ tsh;r;rpapYk; 

cah;r;rpapYk; jdJtho;tpd; mh;j;jepiwitf; fze;NjhWk; Nerpj;J Rthrpj;j 

caph;%r;rpd; Qhgfg; gbkq;fs; vd;nwd;Wk; neQ;rpd; miyfsha; miyNkhJfpd;wd. 

r%fk;> murpay;> nghUshjhuk;> kjk;> fy;tp> fyhr;rhuk; Nghd;w midj;J mikg;Gj; 

jsq;fspYk; gue;jthrpg;Gk;> gl;lwpTk;> NjlYk;> njspTk;> Njha;Tk; tha;e;j epiwFlk; 

mth;. 

 ,af;fj;ij xUq;fpizg;gJ> Neueph;thfj;ijf; filg;gpbg;gJ> fye;jha;T 

nra;tJ mwptpay ;Nehf;fpy; gFj;jha;tJ> khw;W rpe;jidapd; gpjhkfd; vl;th; b 

Nghdhtha;> xLf;fg;gl;Nlhupd; fy;tpahsd; gTNyhgpNuauha; mz;zy; mk;Ngj;fhpauha; 

>nghpahhpauha;f; $Ltpl;L $Lgha;e;J rpj;jj;Jj;Jt– Gj;jj;Jtg; GJg;GJg; 

gpwg;ngLg;gJ Nghd;wit mthplk; ,f;fl;Liuahsd; fz;fz;l tpe;ijfs;! ve;j 

KbitAk; eRf;fg;gl;lth; eyd; Nehf;fpy; mbg;gil khw;wk; fhz;gJ> mjw;fhd 

nray; jpl;lk; jPl;LtJ jypj;Jfs; - ngz;fs; xLf;F KiwfsJ   xj;jik vjhh;j;j 

xg;gha;T nra;tJ> mwpTEl;g mwpthw;wy;> czh;r;rp mwpthw;wy;> Md;kPf mwpthw;wy; 

Mfpa fz;Nzhl;lq;fspy; ghjpf;fg;gl;Nlhuhf czur;nra;tJ> ,dp nra;a Ntz;bad 

vd;d? vd;Dk; nray; jpl;lk; jPl;LtJ Mfpa nrayJNt rpwe;jnrhy; vd;W fw;gpj;j 

khkdpjh; mth;! ,NaRtpd; kdepiyNa mtuJ tho;tpaf;fk;! 
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 vhpf; gpuhkpd; md;G vd;Dk; fiyQhdp! rNfhju md;G Kjy; ,iwik 

md;Gtiu gy;yhapuk; ,isa ,jaq;fisf; nfhs;is nfhz;l MSik nfhz;lth;. 

mtuJ fyfyfyr; rphpg;G> fs;skw;wNgr;R> ghy;epiyg; ghFghLfisf; fle;J 

ghpghypf;Fk; je;ijik– jha;ikapd; Nerk;> cs;sk; jpwe;J cwthLk; ciuahly; 

fiyapy; nty;Yk; tpj;jfk; vthplKk; ve;j ey;ytw;iwTk; mwptjpYk;> GhpjypYk;> 

ghuhl;LjypYk; cr;rk; njhLk; cd;djk; Kjypad neUf;fkhf mtUld; ,isNahiu 

top elj;Jjypy; cldpUe;j vdJ kwf;f Kbahj kyUk; epidTfNs! ,d;Wk; 

gpukpf;fitf;Fk; mthpd; Nth;fsha; - tpOJfsha; - fdpfsha; rhfr– rhjidr; 

rhpj;jpuk; gilj;jth;fs; ,af;fkha; tho;fpwth;fNs! cjhuzj;Jf;F…xU rpyNgh;! 

 fpuhkg; Gwj;jpy; fphpah– gs;sp epWtduha; Mq;fpyk; - jkpo; - mwptpay; 

khzth; gy;yhapuk; Ngiug; Glk; NghLk; jpU.[hd; gPl;lh;> rkk; FbThpik kf;fs; 

,af;f epWtdh; tof;fwpQh; rp.N[.,uh[d;> kdpj chpikkf;fs; fz;fhzpg;gf 

epWtdh; kdpj chpik Nghuhsp jpU.bNgd;> ngq;fShpy; mr;RWj;jy;fs; eLNt 

midj;Jyf kdpj chpikf; fpis mYtyfg; gzp nra;Ak; jpUkpF.uh[p> muR 

kUj;Jtkidfspy; ,k;kpAk; Coypd;wp kf;fs; gzpapy; tyk; tUk; ‘nluh; uPlh 

NjtNerd; kUj;Jth;> r%fj; jzpf;if & r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfk; ,af;Fdh; gzp. 

Fkhh; Nr.r. jd;dhh;tj; njhz;L epWtdj; jiyth;fs; Nghd;w vz;zw;wth;fspy; kD 

mbfshuJ Glk; Nghl;ljq;fq;fs; vd;Wk; cz;L! 

 New;Wtiu mth; ,Ue;jhh; vd;gjhy; ,t;Tyfk; ,d;W ngUikg;gLfpwJ! 

 neUey; csd; ,d;W ,y;iyvd;Dk; 

 ngUikcilj;J-,t; cyF (jpUf;Fws; 336) 

 

-Kidth;:m.me;Njhdp FUR>Nkdhs; ma;f;f/g;  

Cf;Feh;> jpUr;rpuhg;gs;sp> 

jkpoha;T & fiyg;Gy jiyth;> 
J}atsdhh; fy;Y}hp 
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vd; ek;gpf;if… typik…. vd; Mw;wy; 

khkdpjh;.kD Nr.r. 

 

r%fk; Nerpj;j 

r%f murpay; tpQ;Qhdp ,th;. 

 

ntw;W Mlk;guk; ,y;yhky; 

Njitfspd; mbg;gilapy; kl;LNk tho;e;jth; 

 

rhjp/rka/rhj;jpuk;/rlq;Ffs; vd mj;jidAk;  

fle;J cyif Nerpj;jth; 

 

J}a mwtho;Tf;Fr; nrhe;jf;fhuh; 

gz;ghsh;> ghrhq;F ,y;yhj ghrj;Jf;Fhpath; 

 

r%f ey;ypzf;fk;> vspikahd epfo;Tfs; 

vd;Wk; ,tUf;F Vw;Gilajhf ,Ue;jd 

 

murpd; gl;n[l;bid Ma;T tpkh;rdj; jskhf;fpath; 

xt;nthU Njh;jypYk; kf;fs; Njh;jy; mwpf;if jahh; nra;jth; 

 

ma;f;f/g; khztu; ,af;fj;jpw;Fg; GJf; 

nfhs;if je;jth; 

 

Mapuf;fzf;fpy; khzt jiyth;fis  

cUthf;fpa mw;Gjkhd kdpjh; 

 

mbjl;L kf;fspd; MjuT Fuy;  

tpspk;Gepiy kf;fspd; FuYf;F  

tYNrh;f;Fk; mwpTf; fsQ;rpak; 

 

r%f gFg;gha;it jpwk;gl elj;jpath; 

,th; xU Mtzg; ngl;lfk; 

,af;fq;fspd; topfhl;b 

 

,NaRrig je;j ,yl;rpa kdpjh; 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; cUthf;fp kf;fspd; 

r%f gz;ghl;L cupikf;F Fuy; nfhLj;j kdpju; 

 

gy;NtW r%f mikg;Gfs; cUthf gpd;Gykha; ,Ue;jtu; 

thrpg;G ,tuJ Rthrkhf ,Ue;jJ 

,af;ff; fUj;jpay;fis cs;thq;fp 

ahUf;Fk; mQ;rhky; tpku;rpf;Fk; Mw;wy; ngw;wth;. 

 

epWtdj; jd;ikia Vw;Wf;nfhz;ltupy;iy 

Njrj;jpd; nghUshjhug; Nghf;if cw;W> cs;thq;fpatu; 
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ma;f;f/g; khztu; ,af;fk; vd;id mtUf;F milahsk; fhl;baJ 

rl;lk;gbf;f nrhd;dhu;. kf;fs; tof;FiuQdha; khw;wp moFghu;j;jhh; 

vd; jpUkzj;ij elj;jp itj;jhu;. 

mtuJ ghriwapy; vd;id Vw;Wf; nfhz;l ngUe;jifahsh;  

vdf;F MNyhrid toq;fpa> vd;id nrJf;fpa topfhl;b 

,d;W ,y;iy. 

 

mtu; ,y;yhj ntw;wplk; vdf;F ,d;Wk; R+dpakhf 

mtu; kiwtjw;F 

,uz;L ehl;fSf;F Kd;G mtUldhd vd; ,Wjp re;jpg;G 

 

mg;NghJ ele;j ciuahlypd; tupfs; ,d;Wk; neQ;rpy; 

<uk; fhahky; 

 

“kf;fis mjpfhug;gLj;Jk; kfj;jhd 

gzpia njhlh;e;J nra; 

kf;fs; Nju;jy; mwpf;if jahu; nra;J 

kf;fsplk; gpur;rhukhf vLj;J nry; 

murpay; fl;rpfSf;F 
kf;fs; Nju;jy; mwpf;ifapd; 

kfj;Jtj;ij czu itf;Fk; gpur;rhuq;fis Nkw;nfhs;…” 
 

Nghu;f;Fz jsgjpapd; fl;lis thu;j;ijfs; ,it.. 

mtu; tpUk;gpa kfj;jhd gzpapid> [dehaf gzpapid  

mtu; epidNthL 

 

$l;L Kaw;rpahf 

ehd; vd;Wk; njhlu;Ntd; vd 
tPutzf;fk; nrYj;jp 

,e;ehspy; cWjpNaw;fpNwd;. 

 

tof;FiuQh; rp.Nr.,uhrd; 

khepyj; jiyth;> rkk; Fbkf;fs; ,af;fk; 
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ehd; cd;NdhL …. cd; ifapy;… cd;dpy;… 
 

xU rhjhuz khztdhf nrd;id nyhNahyh fy;Y}hpapy; 1992 Mk; Mz;by; 

mbnaLj;J itj;Njd;. ehd; kDNthL vdJ gadtho;it njhlq;fpNdd;. vd; 

tho;tpy; mtNuhL gazpj;jNghJ vdf;F Vw;gl;l mDgtq;fis 3 Nfhzq;fspy; gfpu 

tpUk;GfpNwd;. 

ehd; cd;NdhL: 

 kDNthL ehd; xU khztdhf> xU jiytdhf> cld; gzpahsuhf 

gpuahzpj;jpUf;fpNwd;. ehd; mtNuhL gazpj;j me;j ehl;fspy;> mth;  

 xU rpwe;j rpe;jidahsh;. 
 khzthpd; ghh;itapy; rpe;jpf;ff;$bath;. 

 rKjhaj;jpy; jho;j;jg;gl;l khzth;fspd; Kd;Ndw;wj;ij njhiyNehf;F 

ghu;itapy; rpe;jpg;gth;. 

 khztpfs;> ngz;fs; chpikia epiyehl;Ltjw;F jsj;ij Vw;gLj;jpath;. 

 khztu;fs; elj;Jk; Nghuhl;lq;fspy; jilfw;fis tpyf;fpath;. 

 khzth;fs; Rakhf> jd;dpr;irahf jq;fsJ Njitfis KbntLf;f> 

tpthjpf;f jsj;ij Vw;gLj;jpath;. 

 midthpd; fUj;ijAk; kjpg;gth;> mthpd; nfhs;if epiyg;ghl;by; 

jsuhjpUg;ghh;. 

mtuJ tho;f;ifapy; gazpj;j me;j ehl;fspy;> vdf;F fpilj;j mDgtq;fs; 

vz;zpylq;fh. mtiu xUkpj;j rpe;jidahsh;fis njhlh;e;J xUq;fpizg;ghh;. mth; 

rpWrpW fye;Jiuahly;fs; eilngw jsj;ij Vw;gLj;Jgth;. gy Jiwfspy; ,Uf;Fk; 

xUkpj;j rpe;jidahsh;fis xUq;fpizj;J> ehk; Vw;Wf;nfhz;l rpj;jhe;jj;ij> 

xUkpj;j fUj;Jf;fis mtuth; tho;tpy; njhlh;e;J nray;gLj;j ,aYk; vd;gij xU 

fye;Jiuahly; %yk; jsj;ij Vw;gLj;Jthh;. 

cd; ifapy;:  

 jdpg;gl;l tpjj;jpy; vd tho;f;ifapd; xU rpwe;j topfhl;bahf 

gazpj;jpUf;fpd;whh;. njhlf;f fhyj;jpy; ehd; khzt jiytdhf ,Ue;J> gy 

khepyq;fSf;F nry;Yk; NghJk; rhp mth; vd;id rpwg;ghf top elj;jpdhh;. gy 

fUj;juq;Ffspy; ehd; NgRk; NghJk; rhp> ,af;fj;ijg; gw;wp Ma;T nra;Ak; NghJk; 

rhp> ehd; ,lwp jLkhwpdhy;> mthplkpUe;J tUfpd;w Kjy; thu;j;ij “,J jtwpy;iy@ 
njhlh;e;J nra;”> jtWfs; nra;tjw;F chpik cz;L. jtW nra;ag; gag;glhNj 

vd;W $wpath;. njhlh;e;J jtiw vt;thW rhp nra;tJ vd;gij vd;idNa rpe;jpf;f 

nra;J KbntLf;f itg;ghu;. vd; tho;f;ifapy; vdf;F xU ey;y topfhl;Ljyhf 

mtUk;> fpNsh; mf;fhTk; njhlh;e;J gazpj;jhh;fs;. ve;j gpur;ridia ehd; re;jpf;f 

Neh;e;jhYk;> chpikNahL ehd; Ngrf; $batu;fs; ,e;j ,Uth;fs; jhd;. Rpy 

Neuq;fspy; ,uT Neuq;fspy; mJTk; 12 kzpf;F NkYk; vdf;F mtuJ Neuj;ij 

xJf;fpapUf;fpwhh;. 

 vdJ 3 Mk; Mz;L ,sepiyg; gbg;gpd; NghJ> xU filapy; kpf;]p tpw;gtuhf 

gFjpNeu Ntiyg; ghu;j;J nfhz;bUe;Njd;. rpe;jidfs; rpjwpf;nfhz;bUe;j me;j 

jUzj;jpy; mtNuhL fye;JiuahLifapy; Documentation Centre –y; xU Muha;r;rp 

fl;Liu vOJtjw;F gzpakh;j;jpdhh;. 

 Kjd;Kiwahf jypj; khzth;fspd; rthy;fis gw;wpa vdJ fl;Liufs; “The 
Student News” vd;w nra;jp klypy;> khj ,johf ntspte;jJ. ,jd; ntspg;ghL jhd; 
ek;gpf;if – ehd; mth; ifapy;. 
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 ,d;Dk; gy epfo;Tfs; vdJ tho;f;ifapy; njhopy; topfhl;Ljy; (Career 
Guidance) cWJizahf ,Ue;jJk; ,th;fs; ,Uth; jhd;. jdpkdpj tho;f;ifapy; 

ehd; re;jpj;j gpur;ridapy; rhpahd KbTfis vLf;f topfhl;baJk; ,th;fs; jhd;. 

,itaizj;Jk; “ek;gpf;if”(Trust) vd;w ke;jpu nrhy;ypd; ntspg;ghL. 
cd;NdhL: 

 kD xU rhjhuz kdpjuy;y. vd; tho;f;ifapy; vd;NdhL mjpYk; Kf;fpakhf 

vd;Ds; gazpj;jpUf;fpd;whh;. gy Neuq;fspy; ehd; Nrhh;e;jpUe;j Neuq;fspy;> vdJ 

,y;yk; Njb> vdf;F ijupaj;ij nfhLg;gtuhf ,Ue;jhh;. vd; kfis ehd; ,oe;j 

NghJk; rhp> vdJ cly; epiy rhpapy;yhj NghJk; rhp> vdJ ,y;yj;jpy; vd;id 

re;jpj;J ijupak; $Wgtuhf kDNthL NgRfpd;w me;j rpy kzpJspfs;. 

 

I. He is an empathizer but not a consoler 
II. He is an empathizer and he gives courage. 

 
mjhtJ> kw;wth;fspd; Nrhfj;ij Gupe;J nfhz;L> fw;gidahf kw;wth;fs; 

cs;sj;jpy; GFe;J> mth; cs;s FKwiy mwpgth;. gl;rhjhgk; nfhs;thh;. Mdhy; 

gupjhgk; nfhs;s khl;lhh;. khwhf> mth;fSf;F ijupak; Cl;Lthh;. kPz;nlOe;J 

Nghuhl Cf;fg;Lj;Jthh;. ,J jhd; kD. njhlu;e;J vd;NdhL mth; gazpj;J 

nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;. ‘vd;dpy; khw;wj;ij Vw;gLj;jpdhu;. ehd; kw;wth;fspilNa khw;wj;ij 
Vw;gLj;JNtd;’ vd;w cWjpAld;. 

 mtuJ rpe;jidapy;… 

 mtuJ ghijapy;…. 

mtuJ fdTfis epidthf;f….  njhlUk; gazk;. 

 

- n[Hhp khH\y;> 

 Kd;dhs; ma;f;f/g; khztH 
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My association with Fr Manu started in the year 1989, when I was a member of the 

AICUF Tamil unit as a second year B.Sc. Mathematics student at Loyola College, Chennai. 
At the time he was the national director of AICUF and often came to our camps to present his 
thought-provoking social analysis class. From the beginning, his simplicity and meekness 
amazed me. His thirst to help the marginalized in society was admired by many of my friends 
during that time. When I became a full timer in the year 1991, I had the opportunity to 
become closer to him and he soon became more than a national director to me. I started 
looking up to him as a role model and further more at times even as a father figure.  

The blind trust he had on people’s ability to achieve something was beyond the 
reality. There was a time once when he offered me a job which required me to compile and 
edit a video on the history of AICUF. This would not have been an issue had I known how a 
video cassette even works. For him to trust me withthis huge responsibility, gave me 
confidence to do beyond what I believed I was capable of. His friendship to me also extended 
to my family after I got married. As any married man would tell you, the married life is not 
easy and Fr Manu was always there for me in times of need.  

Just like the impact he had on me, he also touched the life of my young daughter 
Ashwini. From an early age he was very fond of her and vice versa. As she was an only child, 
she would often go to his office to vent to him about the problems she encountered as a 5 
year old child. Although there was a huge age gap between them never once did Fr Manu not 
take my daughter seriously and he would even go as far as to provide her with solutions or 
things to do to distract herself from her issues. This is how he also became a friend of my 
daughter, an unlikely friendship due to India’s stigma on the casual interactions between an 
older and younger person.  

Ashwini strongly believes that Fr Manu shaped her in becoming the person she is 
today by teaching her values that any other young child would not have had the opportunity 
to learn. I still remember the day she gave up her most beloved angel statue to Fr Manu when 
he was admitted in hospital. This may seem like a simple act of kindness but for her to give 
up something she adored as a 5 year oldchild in the hopes that it would protect him spoke 
volumes. I believe that it was then that he realized how much she cared for himand every 
time he met her, he would always thank her for the angel and tell everyone about how his 
little girl had grown so much as to sacrifice something for others in need. 

Both Ashwini and I are forever grateful for the time we spent with Fr Manu and 
although we could not be with him during the final days of his life, he was constantly in our 
thoughts and prayers. Still to this day his work resonates with us and pushes us to be better 
members of our society. May his soul rest in peace with the angels in heaven where he 
belongs.  

-Fredrick Stanislaus and Ashwini Fredrick 
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mth; xU fhyk; 

 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; 

je;ij kDNty; my;Nghd;]; mth;fis 

cs;sj;jpy;> rpe;jidapy;> nraypy;… 

mg;gbNa nfhQ;rk;  

,e;j nts;isj; jhspy;  

,g;gbahf mkh;e;j jUzq;fspy; 

jiltpjpj;jhYk; kiljpwf;Fk; 

fz;fshSk; kdj;jhYk; 

fhyp fhfpjkha; 

ikaw;w Ngdhtha; 

ehd; ntw;wplkhfp 

NjLfpNwd; je;ij mtu;fis…. 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; vd;w 

vz;zj;NjhL… 

md;W jhnsLj;J mkh;e;jNghJ 

khztdha; kdf;Fog;gj;Jld; 

maf;f/g; ,y;yj;jpd; 

khbNaWifapy; 

Njhspy; jl;ba 

me;j fuj;jpd; epidT 

“vq;f ,e;j gf;fk;” 
uhfnkLj;j Fuypy; 

je;ij kDNty; 

“ghjh; cq;fis ghh;f;fDk; 

nfhQ;rk; NgrDk; 

Neuk; ,Uf;Fkh???…” 
mtNuhL Ngrpajpy;; 

vd; mioj;jy; cWjpahf 

jplkhf jpUk;gp ele;Njd; 

,sq;FUklk; Nehf;fp 

,y;iyNay;  FUj;Jtk; 

Ntz;lhnkd;W ntWg;Gld;  

tPLjpUk;gpapUg;Ngd;. 

vd;id FUj;Jt 

miog;gpy; njhluitj;j 

vd; Mj;khu;j;j FUit 

vz;zpagbNa 

vOjhky; kpje;Njd;. 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; 

cWjpNahL mkh;e;Njd; 

nka;apay; gbg;gpd; Ma;Tf;fhf 

“xLf;fg;gl;Nlhu; jj;Jtk; 
fw;gp fyfk; nra; xd;WNrh;!” 
jiyg;ig Njh;e;njLf;Fk; Kaw;rpapy; 

Fj;jpau];> gzp. fhg;ghd;> 

Rthu]; gpuG> 

ghghrNfg; mk;Ngj;fh;  

,d;Dk; gy 

rpe;jidahsh;fNshL 

ciuahba epiwT 

mtNuhL epfo;e;j ciuahly; 

md;iwa ciuahly; epidtpy;  

,d;Wk; ciwe;JNghfpNwd;…. 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; 

NknyhUehs;; KaYifapy; 

cs;sj;jpy; cisr;ry; 

xU gzpahsdha; 

jdp tho;tpd; jj;jspg;gpy; 

#isNkl;by; mtu; epWtpa 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gjpd; 

fjit jl;ba NghJ 

“vd;d gpur;rid 
Kfj;jpy; fyfyg;G ,y;iyNa” 
mtupd; thu;j;ijap;y; 

vd;id kdgupNrhjid 

nra;j kUj;Jtuhf tuNtw;whu;. 

ciuahb> cz;zf; nfhLj;J 

md;wpuT mtNuhL 

cwq;fp mLj;jehs; 

tpilngw;w NghJ 

cld; gpwe;j mz;zzhf  

mtu; ifairj;J epd;w 

me;j fhl;rpia> mDgtj;ij  

ehd; Nrhu;TWk; Nghnjy;yhk; 

nrhe;jk; nfhz;lhLfpd;Nwd;. 

me;j cwthliy ciuf;f  

thu;j;ij Njbajpy; 

ehl;fs; rpy cUs... 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; 

ehl;fs; Fiwntd;W 

eifg;NghL mku;e;j NghJ 

FYq;fp rpupj;j mtu;Kfk; 
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“cd; rpupg;G mw;Gjk; 

trdq;fNs Njitapy;iy 

cd; ebg;Gf;F 

rpupg;gpNyNa njhl;Ltpl;lha;” 
vd; ebg;ig tpku;rpj;jjpy; 

FYq;fp tpOe;j mtupd;  

ryq;ifr; rpupg;igj;  

Njbatdha; epd;Nwd; 

cile;j fhy;fspy; fl;Lld; 

mtu; fy;yiwap;d; fhy;khl;by; 

fhy;fs; my;y kdk; typf;f…. 

,d;W muq;f MSikaha; 

jhak;kh fpNsu; 

Nghd;Nwhupd; NjhoikNahLk; 

ehd; tsu mtNu jpirf;fhl;b. 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk;  

kPz;nlhU ehs;  

vj;jdpj;jNghJ 

fsj;jpy; Nghuhl;lk; 

fhty; Jiw neUf;fb 

tof;Ffs;> tprhuizfs;  

rhjpa Nkhjy;  

Nghu; Nfhyk; fz;l 

jUzk; epidtpy; epoyhbaJ 

rw;Nw ,isghw> 

rupahd njspTw 

kw;WNkhu; gilnaLg;G  

je;ij kDNty; jpir Nehf;fp 

ePz;l ciuahlypy; 

kPz;lJ mtuJ mDgtk; 

mLf;fpj; njhLj;j  

mj;jid Nfs;tpfSf;Fk; 

jpUg;gpf; Nfl;l jd; 

XNu Nfs;tpahy; 

tpil Njl itj;J 

tpil nfhLj;j 

mw;Gj MNyhrfu; 

tpiyapy;yh Mrhd; 

kPz;Lk; fpilf;Fkh 

mj;jF MNyhridfs;..??? 

Vf;fj;jp;y; %o;fpNdd;! 

 

 

 

 

kPz;Lk; vOJNthk; 

je;ij kDNty; mtu;fis 

el;Gfs; jUk; el;G mtu; 

jhak;kh fpNsu;> je;ij Fkhu;> 

je;ij ghf;fpaehjd;> je;ij #y; 

mjpfhup jpU fpU];Jjh]; fhe;jp 

Clftpashsu; ePjpuh[;> khw;f; 

Nfhy;ghu;l; 

Nguh # ghf;fpauhR> Nguh Nltpl; 

NkhNr 

,d;Dk; gy kjpf;fj;jf;Nfhiu  

milahsk; fhl;ba 

el;gpd;> cwtpd; milahsk;. 

 

nghUshjhuk;;> murpay;> 

mk;Ngj;fhupak;> ngupahupak;> 

jkpo; Njrpak;> r%f Nkk;ghL> 

,iwtpay;> nka;gpay; 

rkj;Jt Nfhl;ghL 

rhjpa vjpu;g;G> 

vd rpe;jid jsj;jp;y;> 

nray;ghl;Lf; fsj;jpy; 

cw;w Njhodha; 

cld; gpwe;j Nrhjudha; 

je;ijaha;> jhad;G jhq;fpatdha; 

mwptpw; rpwe;j Ma;thshdha;; 

Mw;WgLj;JNthdha;> 

ajhu;j;j Md;kPfthjpaha;  

rpwFfs; tpupAk;  

rpwe;jNjhu; MSik 

je;ij kDNty;!  

mtuh ,we;jhu;??? 

 

,y;iy ‘fhyk;’ Mfp epw;fpd;whu;. 

Mk; mtu; fhyk; 

vf;fhyj;Jf;Fk; ehk; vLj;Jf;fhl;l 

mth; xU fhyk; 

mth; xU rfhg;j;jk; 

mth; tuyhW 

mth; jpir 
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mth; ,wf;fKbAkh? 

mth; fhykha; 

tho;;e;J nfhz;bUf;f 

me;j fhyj;ij ehk;  

kPz;L;k; vOJNthk; 

je;ij kDNty; my;Nghd;]; mth;fis 

cs;sj;jpy;> rpe;jidapy;> 

nraypy;… 

 

-mUl;je;ij. [hd; RNu\; 

ghythf;fk; 
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kDTk; khkdpjKk; 

gy khepyq;fspy; ,Ue;J khzth;fs; $bapUf;fpd;whh;fs;. mth;fspilNa 

mikjpVw;gLfpd;wJ. Kfnky;yhk; rphpf;f nkJthfj; jiyahl;bathW mth; 

tUfpd;whh;. jiuapy; mkUfpd;whh;. Jz;il vLj;J Nghh;j;jpf; nfhs;fpd;whh;. 

khzth;fis njhlh;e;J ciuahlr; nra;fpd;whh;. ,Wjpaha; vy;NyhUf;Fk; nuhl;bj; 

Jz;Lfis rhg;gplf; nfhLj;Jtpl;L “ey;yh nra;Aq;f” vd;W $wpathW vOfpd;whh;. 

tpae;J ghh;j;Jf; nfhz;L ,Uf;Fk; NghNj ele;J kiwe;J Nghfpdhh;. Kjw;fhe;jk; 

mJ. 

jkpo;ehl;L khzth;fSf;F gapw;rp ghriw eil ngWfpd;wJ. ,Wjp ehs; Njrpa 

MNyhrfh; tUfpd;whh; vd;w gugug;G. rphpj;Jf; nfhz;Nl tUfpd;whh;. ,Wjp thpirapy; 

mkh;e;J ftdpf;fpd;whh;. ghriwia Kbj;J itj;J ciuahw;Wfpd;whh;. mUfpy; 

mioj;J “,Njh..ma;f;fg;gpd; Kjy; ghlfd;” vd;W $Wfpd;whh;. funthypfs; 

vOk;Gfpd;wd. Mapuk; gl;lhk;G+r;rpfs; gwe;Jte;jd. E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd ghly;fs; topNa 

khDlNea tho;it efh;j;jp tUtjw;F mr;rhzp mth;. 

“kJiuf;Fth” vd;W miog;G. ngq;fs+U rl;lf;fy;Y}hpapy; ,Ue;J Mir 

Mirahf te;Njhk;. ghh;j;j clNdvLj;Jj; je;jhh;. ifalf;f Nrhdp MbNahnuf;fhh;lh; 

25 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G tpiyAah;e;jfUtp mJ. “eP Nfl;lij ehNd nrd;W 

thq;fpte;Njd;. ,ij itj;J ,d;Dk; rpwg;ghdijr; nra;tha; vd;W vdf;Fj; njhpAk;” 
vd;whh;. ifapy; ngw;wNghJ fz;fs; Kl;b tope;jd. “cd;dplk; cd;Dila vNkhrd; 

jhd; Kf;fpakhdJ” vd;Wjl;bf; nfhLf;fpd;whh;. jkpoff; fhty; epiyaq;fspy; epfo;e;j 
ghypay; td;nfhLik Fwpj;j ‘Nrw;Wg; GOf;fsh?’ vDk; ngz; tpLjiy muq;fk; 

mij itj;J gilf;fg;gl;lJ. 

“cd;idg; ghh;f;Fk; NghJ jhd; cd; Qhgfk; tUfpd;wJ. vq;fSf;nfy;yhk; 

jiyf;FNky; epiwa ,Uf;fpd;wJ. nghpatq;fis ghh;j;Jg; ghh;j;J cdf;F vd;d 

elf;fg; Nghfpd;wJ? ,isQh;fsplk; nry;. cd; fdit mth;fsplk; tpij. 

mg;NghJjhd; cd;dhy; VjhfpYk; nra;a ,aYk;.”glgl ntd;W NgRfpd;whh;. neQ;rk; 

rl;nld mjph;e;jJ. Kj;Jg;gw;fSk;> fd;df; FopfSk; rphpf;f vOe;J mUfpy; te;J 

if FYf;fp“ nrd;Wth” vd;W mDg;Gfpd;whh;. 

“MW Mz;Lfshf eP mDg;gpa Mtzq;fis midj;ijAk; vLj;Jg; Nghl;L 

gbj;Njd;. kWgbAk; thrpj;Njd;. vy;yh NtiyfisAk; xJf;fp itj;Jtpl;L ,e;j 

,uz;L ehl;fs; mijkl;LNk nra;Njd;. mjd; gpwF vOJfpd;Nwd;. eP xU 

fdTf;fhud;. cd;Dila fdT kfj;jhdJ. G+kpapd; tuyhw;iw nghpa nghpa fdTfs; 

efh;j;jp te;Js;sJ. cd; fdNthL ehDk; ,izfpd;Nwd;. epiwa Ngh; te;J 

,izthh;fs;. mtutUf;F Vw;g xUq;fpizj;J edthf;fp ntw;wpfhZtha;. ehd; 

MNyhrfh; epiyapy; cd;NdhL ,Ug;Ngd;”. mth; ifg;gl vOjpa MWgf;ff; fbjk; 

fy;ntl;L nghf;fprkhf vk;kplk; ,Uf;fpd;wJ. 

nrd;id R+isNkL. rpj;uh tzpf mLf;ffk;. khbapy; Xh; miw. mJ mthpd; 

,Ug;gplk; gs;spapd; KONeu Mrhd;fs; $b ,Uf;fpd;wdh;. mtUk; Nguhrhd; 

ghf;fpauhRk; mth;fspilNa mkh;e;Js;sdh;. Gjpakh kdpjf; fy;tpapd; Kjy; 

gj;jhz;Lfisj; jpUk;gpg; ghh;j;J kjpg;gPL nra;tJ Nehf;fk;. %d;Wehl;fs; Nfs;tpfs; 

Nfl;l tz;zk; ,Uf;fpd;whh;. gjpy;fisf; $h;e;J ftdpf;fpd;whh;. ehd;fhk; ehspy; 
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guguntd;W Ngrj; njhlq;Ffpd;whh;. “ehd; ed;whfNahrpj;Jtpl;Nld;. cq;fSf;F 

ntspapy; ,Ue;JahUk; kjpg;gPL nra;J ju ,ayhJ. vy;yhNk Gjpjhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ.. 

ePq;fs; jhd; cq;fis kjpg;gPL nra;J nfhs;s ,aYk;.” tof;fk; Nghy Kfnky;yhk; 

Gd;dif. fz;fspy; xsp. ehLfs; fle;J kjpg;gPLfspy; Nkjik ntspg;gLj;jpa 

me;jkfhdpd; J}a md;G <LghL ,J. ‘,g;gbj;jhd; tho;thalh’ vd;W mth; ekJ 

cly; mZf;fspy; GFe;J FbNawpg;Nghd epfo;T mJ. 

“mtq;fvg;gb ,Uf;fhq;ffpNsh;? mtiuj; njhpe;J ,tiuj; njhpe;J vd;dgyd;? fhR 

cUthf;Fk; Ntiyfis nra;jkhjphp njhpayNa! Vd; ,t;Nsh f\;lg;glDk;! ,q;f 

xU yl;rk;> ,q;f xU yl;rk; Rk;kh nflf;FJ. mij fhrhf;fp nfhLj;jhYk; mtq;f 

f\;lk; jPUk; .. “,jaj;jpy; jdf;F nghUe;jpapUe;j fUtpiaj; njhl;L mg;gbr; 

nrhd;dhh;. cq;fNky mtUf;F vt;Nsh md;G ghh;j;jPq;fsh?” vd;W gfph;e;j 

jhak;khit tpoptphpj;J ghh;j;jdh; ek; Foe;ijfs;. 

Mrhd;fs; nrhy;tij mg;gbNa nra;J fhl;lj; Jbf;Fk; rPld; ehk;. mth; vk; 

Mrhd;. mthplk; vkf;F vg;NghJk; ‘gakw;wgak; ’cz;L. ,e;j nrhy;yhlYf;Fk; 

gpd;Nd ,Uf;Fk; czh;T mtUf;Fk; vkf;Fk; kl;LNk epfo;e;J NghFk; mDgtk;. G+kpg; 

ge;ij cUl;b te;jFUkhh;fspd; $l;lj;jpy; rf;jp miyahf mth; tPw;wpUf;fpd;whh;. 

mth; vk;NkhL NgrpaFuy; fhJfspy; Nfl;fpd;wJ. fhuy; khh;f;rpd; FuYk; ,g;gbj;jhd; 

,Ue;jpUf;Fk;. vOjpa fbjq;fs; cRg;Gfpd;wd. kfhftpapd; fbjq;fSk; ,g;gbj;jhd; 

Ntiy nra;fpd;wd. FUFy xsp Mfpdha;…kDNt…Ngud;Ng!  

- vl;tpd; Kdpad; 
FUFy xsp 
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Manu and the right about turn in AICUF!! 

The immediate task before Rev Manu was roping in the AICUF back to campus based 
on the Mylapore Minutes. To achieve this singular object, state wise secular student 
movements were launched and supported. Further, Women, Dalit and Tribal students groups 
and later commissions were formed. Once again students and students power was at the 
centre stage. As part of the new audience, Student News was sent along with the Rally the 
official magazine. The gap between his intellect and innate desire was achieved somewhat in 
1995, when along with a few of his young, socially committed friends from ex ers and 
nonAICUFers launched the Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA) that 
was a first of its kind in Tamil Nadu. The efforts are sustained as a premier civil society 
think-tank in the country. 

In the state level he was one of the founders and convener of the  Tamil Nadu 
Peoples’ Forum for Social Development which started and connected budget reviews and 
budget advocacy to safeguard the socio, political, economic, and cultural (SPEC) rights of the 
under privileged. Later he founded the Social Watch–Tamil Nadu served as its director later, 
its mentor and guide.  

From 2007 onwards he served as founder-core group member of the National Equity 
Watch, New Delhi. He had served as Asia–Pacific Advisor to the International Movement of 
Catholic Students (IMCS – Hong Kong) and Asia–Pacific Advisor-cum-Chaplain of Catholic 
professionals belonging to the International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural 
Affairs (ICMICA – Geneva).  

In short, a life in its fullness he lived. However it was so unfortunate that two of the 
stalwarts of Aicuf should die in the same year. An irreparable loss to theAICUF indeed. 

-D X Gnanaraj  
National Full Timer 1980-81,  
Retired Sr Accounts Officer, Ministry of Railways,  
Southern Railway Chennai.  
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je;ij kDNty; my;Nghd;R 

khw;wj;jpd; je;ij> 

khztu;fspd; topfhl;b 

Gjpa rpe;jidfSf;fhd jpwTNfhy; 

 

mfit vd;dNth 68 jhd; 

Mdhy; rhjpj;jit mijtplkpFjp 

khztu;fSf;F topfhl;baha; 

,isQh;fspd; Jiztdha; 

r%f nray;ghl;lhsu;fSf;F ey;ynjhU Kd; khjpupaha; 

gy;NtW rpf;fy;fSf;F tpil nfhLf;Fk; tpb nts;spaha;> 

NrRrigapy; Fb nfhz;l nghJepiyapduha; 

kjq;fis fle;j kdpj Neauha; 

,d;Dk; gy ,lq;fspy; gytpjkha; 

kdpjkhz;ig kl;LNk 

jd;dfj;Nj nfhz;bUe;jtu;jhd;  

je;ij kDNty; 

 

je;ij mtu;fis 1993-y; ,Ue;J ehd; mwpNtd;. khztdhf> ma;f;f/g; khztu; 

,af;fkhepyj; jiytdhf>AICUF-d;  National Team Member -Mf> mtupd; fPo; gzp 

GupAk; gzpahsdhf (Social Watch) ey;y ez;guhf vd;W gy;NtW jsq;fspy; 

mtUld; gazpj;jpUf;fpd;Nwd;. 

ve;j xU rpf;fiyAk; kpf vspjhf vjph; nfhs;fpd;w jpwid jd;dfj;Nj 

nfhz;bUe;jtu;. gy Neuq;fspy; gy egu;fSf;F kpf ,f;fl;lhd Neuq;fspy; rupahd 

KbTfis vLf;ftopfhl;batu;. 

mwpT rhu;e;j jyj;jpy; mtUld; gazpg;gJ vd;gJ ehNk ek;ik Nkk;gLj;jpf; 

nfhs;tjw;fhd kpf mhpatha;g;ghFk;. 

mtu; kPd; gpbj;Jk; nfhLj;jpUf;fpd;whh;. kPd; gpbf;fTk; fw;WnfhLj;jpUfpd;whh;. mtuplk; 

kPd; gpbf;ff; fw;Wf; nfhz;ltu;fs; jhd; ,d;W r%fj;jpd; ,aq;fpay; tpj;ijiafw;W 

nfhz;ltu;fs;. 

jkpofj;jpy; r%f nray;ghl;by; gy;NtW Kd; khjpupfis cUthf;fpatu;> nray;glhj 

muir mjd; jpir topapy; gazpf;f itj;j kfj;jhdtu;> kf;fSf;fhdtu;> 

khztu;fSf;fhdtu;. 

kdpj khz;ig vd;Wk; kjpj;jtu; 

Xa;twpah ciog;ghsp 

ciog;ig Kjd;ikahf;fp 

%yjdj;ij kf;fSf;fhdjhf;fp 

kf;fis Nkk;gLj;jpa kfj;jhd kf;fs; gzpahsh; 

kD mth;fspd; newp top ghijapy; njhlh;e;J gazpg;Nghk;.  

 

-NjhoikAld; -j.rpupy; mnyf;rhz;lH> ,af;FdH 

Nkf;l; ,e;jpah 
  



67 
 

vspikapy; mUl;gzp kD 

gzpapy; mUl;gzp kD 

el;gpy; mUl;gzp kD 

 

1987y; ehd; ma;f;f/g; ,y;yj;jpy; gzpapy; mkh;e;Njd;. md;W Kjy; 1996 tiu 

mUl;gzp kDTld; ma;f;f/g; ,y;yj;jpy; gzpapy; ,Ue;Njd;. vspikahd 

Njhw;wj;ijf; nfhz;l kD mth;fis ehd; Kjypy; fz;lNghJ xU 

mUl;gzpahsuhfNt epidf;ftpy;iy fhuzk; mth; vq;fsplk; gofpd tpjk;. mth; 

vq;fs; Nky; itj;j ek;gpf;if. Ntiy Neuj;jpy; fz;bg;Gld; ele;J nfhz;l mtu; 

vq;fsplkpUe;J mjpfkhd jpwikfis vjph;ghh;j;jhh;. Vnddpy; ma;f;f/g; jdJ 

epiyapypUe;J ngupa khw;wj;ijf; fhz itf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W mth; tpUk;gpdhh;. 

 1989y; kD mth;fs; Njrpa MNyhrfuhf epakpf;fg;gl;ljpypUe;J ma;f;f/g; 

,y;yj;jpy; Ntiyf;F mjpfkhd Ml;fs; epakpf;fg;gl;lhh;fs;. nghJr; Nritapy; 

Mh;tKs;s Nguhrpupah;fs; jpU.ghf;fpauh[;> jpU.ngh;dhh;l; b rhkp MfpNahiu jd;Dld; 

jdf;F epfuhd gjtpfisf; nfhLj;J mth;fis ma;f;f/g; tsh;r;rpf;Fg; 

gzpahw;Wk;gb mioj;jhh;. ma;f;f/g; Njrpa E}yfj;ijg; GJg;gpf;Fk; tifapy; 

jpUkjp fz;Z kw;Wk; jpU.jhk];> jpU.jdghy; rpq; Nghd;w egh;fis epakpj;J 

mth;fSf;Fg; Nguhrphpah; ngh;dhh;l; b rhkp mth;fis nghWg;ghsuhf mkh;j;jp Njrpa 

E}yfj;ij rpwg;ghf ,aq;fr; nra;jhh;. 

 khzth;fSf;fhf Student News vd;Dk; rpwpa Mq;fpy khzth; ,jio ,th;fs; 

,ize;J cUthf;fr; nra;jhh;. ma;f;f/g; Mq;fpy ,johd The Rally vd;Dk; khj 

,jio Nguhrphpah; ghf;fpauh[; mth;fs; jiyikapy; jpU.ghy; n[auh[;> jpU.tpy;rd;> 

jpU.Nrfh;> nry;tp.fy;ahzp Nghd;Nwhiu epakpj;J rpwg;ghf nray;gl itj;jhh;. Njrpa 

mYtyfj;ij jd;Dila MSikapd; fPo; itj;J mjpy; jpUkjp.];nly;yh> 

jpUkjp.nry;tuhzp> mth;fSld; ,ize;J ehDk; Nrh;e;J rpwg;ghf gzpahw;wp 

rpwg;gpj;Njhk;. mUl;gzp. mky; mth;fs; ma;f;f/g; ,y;yj; jiytuhf ,Ue;J 

mtUf;Ff; fPo; jpU.R+ir khzpf;fk;> jpUkjp.,yl;Rkp Njtp> jpUkjp.Nkhp> 

jpU.me;Njhzp vd ma;f;f/g; ,y;yNk xU nghpa gzpahsh;fisf; nfhz;l 

mikg;ghfr; nray;gl;lJ. 

 ,g;gb mUl;gzp kD mth;fs; jdJ gzpf;fhyj;jpy; ma;f;f/g; jiyikr; 

nrayfj;ij National, Documentation Centre, The Rally Office, AICUF Office, AICUF House 
vd ehd;F Department Mfg; gphpj;J jdJ Ntiyia gfph;e;J nfhz;L Njrpa 

mstpy; midj;J khepyq;fspYk; ma;f;f/g; rpwg;ghf ,aq;f jiyik nrayfj;ijg; 

gad;gLj;jpdhh;. ,jd; %yk; ma;f;f/g;gpy; Dalit,Tribal,Women kw;Wk; Refugee vd;fpd;w 
Thrust Areas vd miof;fpd;w gFjpfis cUthf;fp fPo; jl;L kf;fSf;Ff; Fwpg;ghf 

khzt khztpfSf;F tpopg;Gzh;it Vw;gLj;Jk; tifapy; kpfTk; xU mw;Gjkhd 

tsh;r;rpia ma;f;f/g;gpy; nfhz;L te;jhh;. ,d;wsTk; mth; cUthf;fpr; nrd;w 

gzpfs; rpwg;ghfr; nray;gl;Lf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wJ. 

 kD mth;fs; Neuk; ghh;f;fhky; jdJ gzpia nra;Ak; epiyapYk; jd;Dld; 

gzp GhpAk; gzpahsh;fSld; kpfTk; neUf;fkhfTk;> ghrj;Jld; ele;J nfhs;thh;. 

tUle;NjhWk; gzpahsh;fSlDk;> gzpahsh;fspd; FLk;gj;jpdUlDk; Rw;Wyh nrd;W 

ma;f;f/g; FLk;gk; vd tpj;jpahrk; ,y;yhky; gofp te;jhh;. mNj Nghy; jd;Dila 

r%fg; gzpapy; Nrh;e;J tuf;$ba ,isQh;fis Cf;Ftpj;Jk; te;jhh;. mth;fSila 

jpwikia mwpe;J mth;fSf;F ve;j tifapy; cjt KbANkh mij vy;yhk; 

jhuhskhfr; nra;af; $bath; jhd; mUl;gzp. kD. me;j tifapy; jpU.uh[d;> 

jpU.Ngh];Nfh> jpU.<dhf; ,g;gb ,e;j thpirapy; VuhskhNdhh; cs;sdh;. 
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 ehd; mUl;gzp kDTld; gzpGhpe;j fhyk; KOtJk; vd;dhy; mtiu kwf;f 

KbahJ. mth; Mw;wpa rPhpa gzpahy; ma;f;f/g; kpfg; nghpa tsh;r;rpiaf; fz;lJ. 

mth; Mw;wpa gzp vt;tsT Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;jJ vd;gij ,iwtd; mwpthh;. 

,Nj Nghy; mth; Mw;wpa midj;J JiwfspYk; KOikahd ntw;wpiaf; fz;lhh;. 

mth; ek;iktpl;Lg; gphpe;jhYk; mth; Mw;wpa gzpfs; ek; fz;Kd; Njhd;wpa tz;zNk 

,Uf;Fk;. rpwg;ghf nray;gl;Lf; nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;. ,iwkfd; ,NaRtpd; gzpia 

jdJ tho;ehspy; epiwthf nra;J Kbj;j mUl;gzp kD mth;fis ,iwtd; 

jd;Dld; mioj;Jf; nfhz;Ls;shh; vd;w kfpo;r;rpapy; ,iwtDf;F ed;wpia 

nrhy;YNthk;. 

 

 

-jpU.erNu]; 

ma;f;f/g;> nrd;id 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Faith, a rudderless boat, braving tempests” 

-Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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,iwtd; Jiz 

 

md;ghy; midtiuAk; mutizj;J 

Mz;lth; ,NaRtpd; mbr;Rtl;ilgpd;gw;wp 

,d;Kfj;Jld; midtiuAk; mioj;J 

<by;yh ed;ikfis jd;id ehbath;fSf;F nra;J 

cah;e;j ,yl;rpaq;fisahk; mila 

Cf;fkspj;j cj;jkh; 

vz;zpy;yh eyd;fisahtUf;Fk; nra;J 

Vw;wkha; ePhpUe;jPh; ,isNahhpd; cs;sq;fspy; 

Viokf;fspd; epidTfspy; 

Iak; ,d;wp vLj;Jiuj;jha; midthpd; eyd;fhj;jha; 

xa;ahukha; ck; gzpapid cyfhpa nra;jha; 

Xa;tpd;wp cioj;J vspNahhpd; tWik jPh;j;jha; 

Flikapid nra;J gyid vjph;ghuhj gz;ghsh; 

Gd;difAld; vy;Nyhh; ,d;dy;fisAk; jPh;g;gjpy; ty;yth; 

tPuj;ijAk;> tpNtfj;ijAk; midth; 

cs;sq;fspYk; Cl;btsh;j;jth; 

khzth; cs;sq;fspy; jd;dk;gpf;if tsh;j;j jd;dykw;wth; 

mwpTg;grpapid jPh;g;gjpy; ty;yth; 

yNahyhtpy; Ntiy nra;j vd;id m/a;f;fg; 

vd;wtPl;il mwpKfg;gLj;jpa cj;jkh; 

mtUila thry; fjT vg;NghJ Ngr Ntz;Lk; 

vd;whYk; KbahJ vd;W nrhy;yhky; jpwe;jpUf;Fk; 

jypj; khzth;fis gz;gpYk;> tPuj;jpYk; 

tsh;j;njLj;j kfhd; 

ngz;fspd; chpikf;F Kd;dpd;W fUj;Jf;fis 

vLj;Jiug;gjpy; mQ;rhneQ;rhsh; 

ngz;fSf;F gak; vd;w thhj;ij 

ngz;fspd; mfuhjpapy; ,Uf;ff; $lhJ 

vd;W ciuj;j cd;djh; cah;e;j gz;ghsh; 

ngz;Zhpik ,af;fj;jpy; Jizahf ,Ue;j Sister f;shuh mth;fis epidj;J 

ghh;f;fpNwhk; ghjh; mth;fSf;F Jizahf ,Ue;j ghf;fpauh[; rhh; ngh;dhh;L b rhkp 

mth;fis ,e;j Neuj;jpy; ed;wpNahL epidf;fpNwhk;. rh;f;fhh;  

mth;fis itj;J vOr;rpkpf;f epfo;r;rpfis elj;jpa ntw;wp ngw;wtPuh;. 

 ,d;Wk; vd;Wk; vkJepidtiyfspy; 

  

-m. #irkhzpf;fk;>#. ijNd];Nkhp  

5/113 mz;zhneLQ;rhiy  

nghopr;rY}h; - 74 
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Sometime in July 1990, I met Fr. Manu at AICUF house with a letter from my uncle seeking 
Loyola hostel admission. After a brief introduction I was asked to meet Fr. Alphonse 
Manickam, the then Assistant Director of Block 7, Loyola Hostel. He directed me to Fr. Jothi, 
the then hostel director. In the following week, I got admitted to the hostel. This familiarity 
with Fr. Manu naturally brought me close to AICUF. In the 90s the AICUF House used to be 
flooded with people all the time and it was generally regarded as a place where one can 
harness sensible thinking and instantly connect to reality.Ourlate-night non-stop deliberations 
on all kinds of social struggle with the stalwarts like Annan Santhappan, Annan Lenin, Annan 
Heston, Mathew, Thanthai Kamal, Stella Akka, Annan Rajan and Thanthai Manu at AICUF 
house gave altogether a different dimension to my student life.  

Fr. Manu had always been a warm-hearted person. He had the generosity to 
accommodate people of all kinds and had always been a good listener. Even when some of us 
were able to resist and challenge some of the decisions of AICUF, as National Advisor he 
welcomed our views and continued to offer us space to grow. For a brief time, for reasons 
best known to none,some of us deliberately skipped our regular visits to AICUF and avoided 
coming face to face with Thanthai Manu, but he had always been the first person to break the 
ice.  

A pat on the shoulder and a cup of tea at Kutty’s shop were just enough to renew our 
friendship. His timely help and support when I was in trouble have made me what I am today. 
When I wanted to repay him after my employment he asked me to reciprocate his gesture 
through the most appropriate way possible, that was by helping someone in need as he did. 
For many days and weeks around 7.50am, we used to cross each other in front of St. Ignatius 
statue, Loyola College. I will be rushing towards the staff room from the parking lot and he 
will be going towards fathers’ residence from Choolaimedu.  

An occasional sharing or just a warm handshake or a mere exchange of a familiar 
smile, that’s how we interacted with each other until the day before his demise. As and when 
I enquire about his health, he used to laud the progress that he had been making through 
alternative medicine andwould expect my endorsement. But I had always been skeptical 
about his experiments. For the past few years, he was focusing on eco-friendly agriculture 
and used to narrate the immense potential that this venture could offer to rural sustainability. 
His determination, commitment, and unstinting supportto the cause of Dalit empowerment 
and his deeper understanding of the rural masseshave made his life truly inspirational. The 
SMS from Dr. Gladston announcing his sudden demise struck me while I was having lunch 
that made me quickly recollect the occasions where I shared food with him. May his soul 
attain eternal peace. 

-Dr. M. C. John Milton 
Head, Department of Advanced Zoology, 
Loyola College, Chennai 
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Social Watch-TN
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vq;fNshL thOk; vq;fs; je;ij  ;kD mg;gh ; 

vqfs; je;ij kDit ehd; ma;f;fg;(AICUF) khztdhf re;jpj;Njd;. xU 

topfhl;bahf vd; tho;tpy; ,ize;j kD vdf;Fk; vd; FLk;gj;jpw;Fk; ghrkpFe;j 

je;ijahdhhu;. vq;fsJ FLk;gj;jpy; xt;nthU epfo;itAk; je;ij vd;w 

ngUkpjj;NjhL Kd;dpd;W elj;jpdhu;. vq;fsJ FLk;gk; Gyk;ngau;e;J ,q;fpyhe;jpy; 

FbNawpaNghJk;> mtupd; ghrKk; md;Gk; vq;fis vg;NghJk; topelj;jpaJ. vq;fisg; 

Nghy vdJ kfs; epl;b\hTk; mtiu kD mg;gh vd;W md;NghL miog;ghs;. mtNuh 

mtis kfhuhzp vd;wiog;ghu;. rpWtajpypUe;Nj mtspd; FWk;GfisAk;> ghl;ilAk;> 

Ml;lj;ijAk; rpupj;J kfpo;thu;.  

xt;nthU Kiw ,e;jpahtpw;F tUk; NghJk;> mtupd; miwapy; ,Uf;Fk; 

ntz;gyifapy; epl;b\hit tuNtw;W vOjpitj;jpUg;ghu;. NkYk; mtisAk; 

mg;gyifapy; vOjitj;J ghu;j;J kfpo;thu;. 11 khjk; Kjy; ,ij xU tof;fkhfNt 

itj;jpUe;jhu;. xt;nthU rpW rpW tplaq;fspYk; mtuJ md;igAk;;> mf;fiwiaAk;>  

vspikapidAk; ehq;fs; mDgtpj;Njhk;. NehAw;wpUf;ifapYk; mtspd; eld 

epfo;Tfspd; fhnzhypfis mDg;gr; nrhy;yp mjid mtu; fz;L kfpo;e;jhu;.  

,q;fpyhe;jpy; ehq;fs; GJ tPL thq;fp FbGFk;NghJk; vq;fs; je;ij vq;fNshL 

,Ue;J me;j re;Njh\j;ijAk; gfpu;e;jhu;. me;j ehl;fspy; vq;fsJ tPl;by; jpUg;gyp 

Mw;Wk;NghJ epl;b\hit tUifg;ghly; ghlr; nrhd;dhu;. mtNsh Mary had a little 
lamb vd;w Mq;fpy Foe;ijg; ghliy ghlj;njhlq;f> te;jpUe;Njhu; midtUk; 

rpupj;Jtpl;ldu;. mtUk; rpupj;Jtpl;L vq;fisAk; mjidNa tUifg;ghlyhf 

ghlnrhd;d mtupd; vspik te;jpUe;Njhu; midtiuAk; ftu;e;jJ. mtu; vq;fNshL 

,Ue;j xt;nthU epkplKk; kwf;f Kbahjit. vq;fsJ ngw;NwhUf;Fk; Nkyhf vq;fs; 

tho;tpy; xt;nthU Kaw;rpapYk; rpwe;j MNyhrfuhf ,Ue;J Cf;Ftpj;jhu;. vq;fspd; 

Md;kPfk; kw;Wk; MSik tsu;r;rpapYk;> kf;fs; gzp <Lghl;bYk; mtu; 

fw;Wf;nfhLj;j ghlq;fs; Vuhsk;. ehDk; vdJ kidtpAk; kDtpd; mYtyfj;jpy; 

Ntiyghu;j;jpUf;fpNwhk;. mtuJ gpurpj;jpAk;> ngUikAk;> mwpthw;wiyAk;  ehq;fs; 

Neupy; fz;L> mDgtpj;J tpae;jpUf;fpd;Nwhk;. vq;fsJ tho;tpy;; mtu; vd;WNk 

ghrj;ij kl;Lk; ms;spf;nfhLj;jtu;. vg;NghJk; vq;fs; ,d;gj;ijAk; Jd;gj;ijAk; 

je;ij ghrj;NjhL Nfl;lwpe;J> vq;fspd; tho;NthL xd;wp tpl;ltu;. jdf;nfd;W 

vijAk; itf;fhJ vy;NyhUf;Fk; vy;yhtw;iwAk; jhdk; nra;tjpy; ifNju;e;jtu; kD 

mg;gh. 

mtu; clyhy; vq;fisg; gpupe;j Jf;fk; <Lnra;a KbahjJ. Mdhy;. 

vq;fNshL mtu; tho;fpwhu;> tho;e;Jnfhz;Nl ,Ug;ghu; vd;w ek;gpf;if xd;Nw vq;fis 

Mw;Wg;gLj;JfpwJ.  

“kD mg;gh cq;fs; tho;f;if vq;fspy; Vw;gLj;jpa jhf;fk; mstplKbahjJ. ePq;fs; 

tpl;Lr;nrd;w cq;fspd; ey;y kjpg;gPLfis vq;fs; tho;tpd; mbr;RtLfshf vLg;gjpy; 

ckf;F ngUik Nru;g;Nghk;> ck;NkhL elg;Nghk;”. 

vd;Wk; kD mg;ghtpd; ghrj;jpy; 

-ikf;fy; ehafk;> ypl;tpd;> epl;b\h 

,q;fpyhe;J 
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Fr.Manu – My God Father 

vq;fs; topfhl;b – vq;fs; FU – vq;fs; flTs; 

I am Feeling blessed – I have travelled with a “living god” for 14 years (2004 -2018).  
Sounds miracle... My God Father has created a contact database in Excel sheet with more 
than 1000 contacts 20 years ago. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father has created a library ... typed all details of about 1000 
books in his excel sheet for easy retrieval; 20 years ago. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father with multiple hats had just 10 folders in his e-
documentation... He names all the Microsoft documents with the date format 
YYYY.MM.DD; to make easy for retrieval from the chronological order. 
Sounds miracle.... My God Father is the one and only person in my life, who gives the 
strongest bonded hand- shake. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father replies to each and every sms, email, whatsapp. I still 
cherish his appreciation messages to me... And I adore his documentation of the good-wishes 
he receives. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father encouraged Natural Therapies. He created platforms to 
make his associates learn and practice the same.  
Sounds miracle... My Soft hearted God Father sheds tears during all sorrowful events of 
people around him… especially during post-Tsunami meetings. 
Sounds miracle... My generous God Father donates his every year Christmas gift cash to the 
person with utmost need.  
Sounds miracle.... My God Father visited to my home after my delivery to bless my child... 
and encouraged me to travel to Delhi for a meeting, along with my daughter when she was 5 
months old...  
Sounds miracle.... My God Father came with his bible to save my daughter at ISABELS 
Hospital... 
Sounds miracle... My God Father motivated me and created an opportunity to represent 
Social Watch Tamilnadu in conferences held at Thailand and South Korea... 
Sounds miracle... My blissful God Father always gathers for birthday celebration of every 
staff member. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father declares summer and winter vacation which is unique 
amongst NGOs. 
Sounds miracle... My God Father discusses with each and every staff about their family... He 
becomes part of our family. 
 
Fr.Manu is a Miracle. The Man Who Could Work Miracles. 

I am striving to be his Disciple … With Love & Gratitude,  
 
S.Kamatchi,  
Senior Researcher 
Social Watch – Tamilnadu 
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fyit kz; rpw;gk; ehd; - rpw;gp nja;tjpU. kD mbfshh; 

2006-Mk; Mz;L khh;r; khjk; je;ij. RNu\; mth;fs; vd;id je;ij. kDtplk; 

mDg;gpdhh; mg;NghJ je;ij. RNu\; mwpTiuj;jJ eP NghFk; ,lk; kpfg; nghpa ,lk;> 

je;ij.kD kpf nghpath;> mth; vdf;Fk; Mrhd; vdJ tho;f;ifapy; Kf;fpakhd 

xUth; mthplk; ,Ue;J epiwthf midj;J ew;gz;Gfis fw;Wf; nfhs;syhk;. ,dp 

vjw;Fk; ftiy glhky; Ngh vd;W mDg;gpitj;jhh;. ehDk; vdJ fpuhkj;jpy; ,Ue;J 

nrd;id Nehf;fp te;Njd;. Vw;fdNt nrd;idapy; rpy frg;ghd mDgtq;fs; 

gaj;Jld; r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; te;J Nrh;e;Njd;. 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; - jkpo; ehL vd; tho;f;ifapd; Xh; rpwg;ghd mq;fk;. vd; 

fz;fs; je;ij.RNu\; mth; $wpa thh;j;ijfis itj;J vd; kdf;fz; je;ij. 

kDit NjbaJ tUgth; midtiuAk; Vf;fj;NjhLk;> gaj;NjhLk; ghh;j;Njd;. 9.45 

kzpastpy; rhk;gy; epw b.rh;l; mzpe;J nfhz;L vspik Nfhsk; G+z;L kD kfd; 

ehd; epidahj Neuj;jpy; tUtijNghy; je;ij.kD mth;fs; tUtij fz;Nlz;. 

mYtyfj;jpy; ,Ue;jth;fs; Kfq;fspy; gaj;Jld; $ba khpahij kw;Wk; 

kfpo;r;rpNahL tzq;Ftij fz;L ehDk; tzq;fpNdd;. 

gpd;G mf;fh. ];nly;yh mth;fs; vd;id mioj;J mwpKfk; nra;jhh;. 

gaj;Jld; ,Ue;j vd;id fz;L gag;glNj (mQ;rhNj) ehq;fs; ,Uf;fpNwhk; vd;W 

me;j ,iw kfd; $wpaij Nehpy; czh;e;Njd;. rhp mf;fhtplKk;> Kidth;. 

ghf;fpauhRtplKk; Kjypy; Ngrptpl;L vd;idte;J ghh; vd;whh;. mth;fsplk; Ngrpa 

gpwF mthplk; nrd;Nwd; vd;d gpbj;jpUf;fh ,d;W Kjy; Ntiyapy; Nrh;e;J nfhs; 

vd;whh;. khh;r; 19 vd;gjhy; ehd; #irag;gh; jpUtpoh rpwg;gpg;gpj;J tpl;L tUfpNwd; 

vd;Nwd;. mjw;F rpwpa Gd;KWtYld; rhp vdwhh;. 

md;W mth; ifapy; Xh; fyit kz; cUz;ilaha; tpOe;j vd;id Xh; 

rpw;gkha; cUthf;f mOj;jk; nfhLf;fNtz;ba ,lj;jpy; mOj;jijAk; nespT 

nfhLf;f Ntz;ba ,lj;jpy; nespitAk;> md;G> ghrk;> fz;bg;Gld; vdf;F cUtk; 

nfhLf;f Muk;gpj;jhh; mtUila midj;J Kfq;fisAk; mtuJ xt;nthU 

mirtpYk;> nrhy;ypYk; fw;f Muk;gpj;Njd;. mYtyfj;jpy; fye;jha;Tfspy; vd;id 

mku nrhd;dhh; vdf;F kpFe;j kfpo;r;rp kw;Wk; Mr;rhpak; vd vd;why; xU mYtyf 

cjtpahsDf;F rk chpik nfhLf;f ve;j epWtdKk; Kd;te;jjh ehd; Nfs;tpgl;lJ 

$l fpilahJ. ,d;Dk; NkYk; NkYk; kfpo;tpj;jhh; fye;jha;tpy; vd;Dld; 

MNyhrpg;gJ> fUj;Jfis Nfl;L mf;fUj;JfSf;F kjpg;gspf;Fk; tpjkhf mij 

nrayhf;fk; nra;tJ NkYk; mYtyj;jpy; vd;id tpl cah; kl;l Ntiy 

nra;gth;fs; fUj;JfSf;F vd;dplk; fUj;Jfis Nfl;gJ %yk; vdf;F  rkepiy 

mq;fPfhuk; nfhLj;jhh;. NkYk; nghUl;fs; thq;Ftjw;f;Fk; mYtyfk; rhh;e;j 

Ntiyfspy; ehd; jd;dpr;irahf KbntLf;fTk; nra;jhh;. ntspapy; ,Ue;J ahh; 

te;jhYk; vd;id mwpKfk; nra;J ,q;F My;-,d;-My; ,th;jhd; vd;W nrhy;Ythh;.  

mtDf;F vy;yhk; njhpAk;. mtd; ed;whf nra;thd;. vd;W gyhplk; $wp vd;id tpl;L 

nfhLf;fhky; ngUikgLj;jpaJ cz;L. 

je;ij. RNu\; mth;fs; xU Kiw mYtyfk; te;j NghJ je;ij. kDtplk; 

$wpaJ me;j fpuhkj;jpy; Nrtpah; kl;Lk; jdpj;J njhpfpwhd; mtDila nrhy;> 

nray;> elj;ij midj;jpYk; mtdplk; njspT njhpfpwJ vd;dplk; ,Ue;jth;fspy; Xh; 

,lj;jpy; mjpf fhyk; ,Uf;Fk; igad; ,td; kl;Lk;jhd;. vd;W je;ij.kDTf;F ed;wp 
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njuptpj;J nfhz;lhh;. rphpj;jgb mtDf;F ,d;Dk; jpwikfs; ,Uf;F vd;W vd; 

tho;ehSf;F typik Nrh;j;jhh;. 

ehd; fz;l kPl;gh; (nkrpah): 

 vd; tho;f;ifapy; gytw;iw fw;Wnfhz;L nry;Yk; NghJ Rdhkpia tpl 

typikahd xU Nrhjid. vd; ehb> euk;G> cly;> kdk; midj;Jk; Ml;lk; fz;L 

nra;tJ mwpahJ epd;w Neuj;jpy; ehd; epidj;j XUth; nja;tjpU.kD mbfshh;. 

clNd vd; ifNgrpia vLj;J vd;d ele;jJ vd;W nrhy;Yk; NghJ mg;NghJk; 

gag;glNj (mQ;rhNj) ehq;fs; vy;NyhUk;; (Kidth;.ghf;fpauhR> je;ij.Fkhh;> 

rNfhjhp.fpNsh;> mf;fh.];Nly;yh> ez;gh;.ghG> rNfhjhp.fhkhl;rp kw;Wk; r%f 

fz;fhzpg;gf FLk;gk;) ,Uf;Nfhk;. vd;w Fuy; vdf;F kpFe;j typikia je;jJ> vd; 

tho;f;ifapd; kPJ xU Gjpa ek;gpf;if je;jJ. je;ijNahL Nrh;e;J midtUk; vdf;F 

MWjyhfTk; JizahfTk; ,Ue;jjh;f;F mtNu MzpNth;. gpd;G tho;f;if rhpgl;L 

Xbf;Nfhz;L ,Uf;Fk;NghJ> fld; gpur;ridfs;>mg;NghJk; vdf;F tl;bapy;yh fldhf 

gzk; nfhLj;J vd;id kPl;lhh;. rpy ehl;fs; ed;whf nrd;wd rpy f\;lq;fSk; 

te;jd mg;NghJ vd;id Njw;wp ijhpak; nfhLj;jhh;. gpd;G ,uhz;lhk; Kiwahf vd; 

tho;ifapy; Rdhkp mg;NghJk; mth; vd;Dld; ,Ue;jhh; mjpy; ,Ue;J kPs vd;id 

jahh; nra;jhh;. mtUld; Nrh;e;J r%f fz;fhzpg;gf FLk;gKk; rNfhjhp. 

fpNsh;>Kidth;.ghf;fpauhR kw;Wk; je;ij.tpf;lh; mtiu mwpKfk; nra;J. mth; %yk; 

vd;id kPl;nlLj;J> mbf;fb vd; epytuj;ij Nfl;ghh;. vd; gpur;ridfisAk;> vdf;F 

tUk; NrhjidfiyAk; gw;wp NgRk;Nghnjy;yhk; mth; fz;zPh; tpLtij ghh;j;J mth; 

vd;Nky; vt;tsT md;G nfhz;bUe;jhh; vd;W nefpo;e;Njd;. (me;j md;Gjhd; caph; 

tpLk; NghJk; cld; itj;jpUe;jJ) ,d;Dk; epiwa nrhy;yp nfhz;L Nghfyhk;. 

,g;Gj;jfj;jpy; ,lk; ,Uf;fhJ ,tiu gw;wp nrhy;y… 

filrp fhyj;jpy; ehDk; mtUk;:-  

 2007-k; Mz;L mf;Nlhgh;-26 Kjy; Kiw ,ja Nehahy; ghjpf;Fk; NghJ ehd; 

cld; ,Ue;J ghh;j;J nfhz;Nld;. me;j mDgtq;fs; ehd; mtiu fz;L tpae;jJ 

cz;L. me;j kUj;Jtkid mDgtq;fs; xU nja;t nray; Nghy; gy GJikfs; 

vq;fis tpaf;f itj;jJ. me;j mDgtj;ij Nehpy; kl;LNk gfpu KbAk;.  eyk; 

ngw;W guq;fpkiyapy; Xa;T vLj;j jUzk; ehDk; vq;fs; r%f fz;fhzpg;gf 

FLk;gKk; ghh;f;f nrd;wpUe;Njhk;. vq;fs; midtiuAk; Mwj;jOtpf; nfhz;lhh;. 

midth;fz;fspYk; md;gpd; ghprk; xUtpj kfpo;r;rpAk; $l mth; Fzk; mile;jij 

fz;L. gpd;G kPz;Lk; vd;id fl;bj; jOtp vd; jsgjp vd;W $wp kfpo;e;jhh; vdf;F 

,t;Tyfpy; nghpa gjtp fpilj;j re;Njh\k;. ehDk;> ghGTk; nkhl;l jiyNahL 

,Ug;gij fz;L Nfl;lhh; ,UtUk; mtUf;fhf Ntz;b nfhz;L Ntshq;fz;zp nrd;W 

te;Njhk;. mij mwpe;J nefpo;e;jhh;. 

,uz;lhk; KiwAk; ehd; kUj;Jtkidapy; ,Ue;Njd;. %d;whk; Kiw mjhtJ 

,wg;gjw;;F Kd; ehd;jhd; cld; ,Ue;Njd;. me;j filrp epkplq;fis epidj;jhNy 

ehd; ehjp mw;W NghfpNwd;. vd; <uFiy fha;e;J tuz;l epkplq;fs;. 

2018- mf;Nlhgh; 14-k; Njjp md;W mYtyfj;jpy; ,Ue;J fld; cjtp ngw;W mthplk; 

Vw;fdNt ehd; ngw;w flid jpUk;g nfhLj;Njd;. mij thq;fpa mth; ,ijthq;fp 

,e;j gzj;ij ,aw;;if tptrhaj;Jf;F nrytpl NghfpNwd; vd;whh;. gpd;G rhp cdf;F 

,d;Dk; ntspapy; tl;b fld; cs;sNj mij vg;gb rkhspf;fNghu vd;whh;. ehd; rw;W 
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rpe;jpj;J vd; mg;ghTf;F cly; Kbahky; Nghdjhy; mtuhy; Ntiyf;F nry;y 

,aytpy;iy vdNt mth; xU khL Nfl;L cs;shh;. mjd; %yk; xU ehisf;F 150 

&gha; fpilf;Fk; mij itj;J FLk;g nryTfis ghh;f;fyhk;   ehd;  ,g;NghJ  

FLk;gj;jpw;F nfhLf;Fk; gzj;ij rPl;L Nghl;L mjpy; rkhspj;J nfhs;syhk;. 

vd;wTld; rhp khL thq;f nfhQ;rk; vd; gq;Fk; ,Uf;fl;Lk; kPjpia eP ghh;j;J nfhs; 

vd;wth; ,g;Nghijf;F tpL vdf;Fk; xU rpy Ntiyfs; ,Uf;F mJ Kbe;jJk; cd; 

flid KOikahf milf;f jpl;lk; Nghlyhk; vd;whh;. ehd; mth; ,Uf;fpwhh; vd;w 

re;Njh\k; gy fdTld;; epk;kjpAk; mile;Njd; Vd; vd;why; mth; nrhy;tij 

nra;af;$bath;. 

kWehs; neQ;ir gjwr;nra;jJ. mtUf;F cly;epiy NkhrkhdJ. jpUk;gTk; 

kUj;Jtkidapy; Nrh;f;fg;gl;lhh; mg;gTk; ehd; cld; ,Ue;Njd;. jPtpu fz;fhzpg;G 

rpfpr;ir mspf;fg;gl;lJ.  rNfhjhp. fpNsUk; cld; ,Ue;jhh;fs;. kUj;Jth;fspd; 

mwpf;if vq;fis gaKWj;jpnfhz;L ,Ue;jJ ehq;fs; ek;gpf;if ,of;ftpy;iy ,uT 

KOtJk; nrgpj;Jnfhz;L ,Ue;Njd;. ,il> ,ilapy; ehd; ierhf mtrugphpTf;Fs; 

nrd;W ghh;j;Jtpl;L tUtJd;L mg;gb nry;Yk;NghJ xU Kiw tpopj;J vd;id ghh;J 

rphpj;jgb ey;yh ,Uf;Nfgh! vd;wTld; ehd; ngU%r;rp mile;Njd; rpwpJ gak; 

ePq;fpaJ. ,th; jPtpu rpfpr;irapy; ,Ue;J nfhz;L mq;F ,Uf;Fk; kw;wth;fSf;F 

MWjYk;>ijhpaKk;; nfhLj;Jnfhz;L ,Ug;ghh;. me;j %d;W ehSk; ,uT mq;NfNa 

,Ug;Ngd; ,ilapilNa Ngha; ghh;g;Ngd; rphpj;jgb vd;dg;gh rhg;bah vd;W Nfl;L 

rphpj;jgbNa vq;fSf;F ijhpak; nfhLg;ghh;. gpd;G jdp miwf;F te;jTld; vdf;F 

mtUld; $lNt ,Uf;Fk; tha;g;G fpilj;jJ mthpd; Xl;Leh; vd; ez;gd;.uh[hTk; 

khwp khwp ,Ug;Nghk;. mg;NghJ epiwa tp\aq;fis gfph;e;J nfhs;thh; vdf;F 

mwpTiufis $Wthh;. vg;gb vy;yhhplKk; ele;J nfhs;s Ntz;Lk; vd;W ,J 

vdf;F xU je;ij jd; kfDf;F ,Wjpfhy mwpTiuahf mike;jJ.  mq;Fk; 

vd;id tbtikj;jhh;. me;j fhyfl;lj;jpy; mtUf;F ,utpy; tUk;  fdTfis 

vd;dplk; $Wthh; mjw;F ehd; tpsf;fk; nrhy;y Nfl;L rphpj;Jtpl;L rpe;jidapy;… 

nksdk; nfhs;thh;. me;j fdTfs; midj;Jk; mth; ,r;rKjhaj;jpd; kPJ nfhz;l 

mf;fiwahfNt ,Ue;jd. yNahyhtpy; ,uz;L thu Xa;Tf;F gpd; 17-k; Njjp etk;gh; 

khjk; mtuJ ,Wjpehs; vd; tho;ehspy; me;j Jd;g fsk; vd;id #o;e;jJ 

kUj;Jtkid mDgtk; ehd; fz;l ngUk; Jd;gk;. mth; caph; gphpAk; NghJ ehd; 

cld; ,Ue;jJ. xt;nthd;Wk; mZtZthf vd; fz;Kd; ele;jit vd;dhy; 

tha;tpl;L mo$l Kbahjjhy; tha; nghj;jp fjwpajhy; vd; %r;rp Fohapy; ,uj;jk; 

ciwe;jJ caph; gphpe;j clNyhL thfdj;jpy; ehd; kl;Lk;  ,th; Mj;khNthL Gyk;gp 

nrd;wJ. vd;dhy; tpthpf;f Kbatpy;iy… 

 

,wg;Gf;F gpd; ehd; fz;l GJikfs; :- 

1) mlf;fk; Kbe;j kWehs; yNahyhtpy; mth; ,Ue;j miwapy; mtuJ gLf;ifia 

ghh;j;J kdk; nehe;J mOJ mth;%yk; nrgpj;jTld; vd; %r;rp Fohapy; ciwe;j 

,uj;jf;fl;b mq;NfNa ntspNawpaJ. mth; mw;Gjk; nra;jhh;. ,jw;F rhl;rpfs; 

cz;L. 

2) vd; Foe;ijf;F  cly; eyk; rhpapy;yhky; ,Ue;j NghJ kDjhj;jh fpl;l nrhy;Y 

rhpahapLk; vd;Nwd;. mtSk; Ntz;bf; nfhs;s clNd cly; epiy rhpahfpaJ. 

mg;gh kDj;jhj;jh rhpg;gd;dpl;lhU vd;W mts; vd;dplk; nrhy;y vd; Nka;g;gh; 

vd;NdhL ,Ug;gij czh;e;Njd;. ,t;thW ,d;Dk; gy… 
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3) mth; miwapy; ehd; itf;Fk; gd;dPh; Nuh[h xU thuk; thlhky; ,Ug;gJk; ghh;j;j 

rpyhpd; rhl;rp. mth; miwf;F nrd;W vd; kd FKwy;fis nrhy;Yk; NghJ vdf;F 

fpilf;Fk; MWjy;. 

mtNu vd; Nka;g;gh; - mtNu vd; kPl;gh; - mtNu vd; nkrpah 

mthpd; rpw;gk; 

-Nrtpah;. 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 
je;ij.kD mth;fs; md;ghdth;> vspikahdth;> ,dpikahdth; midthplKk; 

rhprkkhf goff;$bath;. mtUf;F mth; kl;Lk; jhd; epfuhf ,Uf;fKbAk;. 

mtUila tho;;ehspy; mth; nra;j xt;nthU nray;fSk;> mtUila vOj;Jf;fSk;> 

NtiyfSk; mth; ngaiu epiyj;jpUf;fnra;Ak;. ehd; mtUila Nkw;ghu;itapy; 

Ntiy nra;jij kpfTk; ngUikahff; fUJfpNwd;. mth; vq;fSf;F 

topelj;Jgtuhf ,Ue;J> mYtyfj;jpy; khjhe;jpu kw;Wk; tUlhe;jpu jpl;lkplypd; 

NghJ xt;nthU gzpahsh;fSila FLk;gj;jpd;; vjph;fhyj; jpl;lkpliy nra;a fw;Wf; 

nfhLg;ghh;. ve;jnthU R+o;epiyapYk; mtUila mYtyf gzpahsh;fis ntsp 

,lq;fspNy my;yJ ntspegh;fsplNkh tpl;Lf;nfhLf;fkhl;lhh;. je;ij.kD mth;fs; 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gfj;jpd; kpfg;nghpa nrhj;J. mth; vg;nghOJk; vq;fSld; jhd; 

tho;fpwhh;. vq;fis top elj;Jfpwhh;. ehd; gzg;gpur;ridapy; ,Ue;jnghOJ vdf;F 

cjtpnra;Js;shh;. Xt;nthUthpd; jdpj; jpwikiaAk;> jdp Kd;Ndw;wj;ijAk; 

Cf;Ftpf;ff;$ba khkdpjh; mth;. je;ij mth;fs; xU rhjhuz Ntiy nra;jhYk; 

clNd ghuhl;bLthh;. mJNt ehd; NkYk; NkYk; mLj;j Ntiy nra;tjw;F xU 

gf;fgykhfTk; Cf;fkhfTk; ,Uf;Fk;. je;ij mth;fs; vg;nghOJk; vq;fNshL 

,Uf;fpwhh;. ehd; vg;nghOJk; cq;fSf;F flikg;gl;Ls;Nsd; je;ij kD. 

 

vd;Wk; cq;fs; epidtpy;; 

r. Nrhgpah 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; 
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Everliving Fr Manu 

This is Antony Sebasthiraj who worked in Social Watch – Tamilnadu as a Researcher from 
7th Oct 2014 to 31st May 2016. As part of SWTN recruitment process I met Fr Manu which 
was my first personal interaction with Fr Manu. After asking my family details he explained 
the history and purpose of SWTN. After that frequently I met father as part SWTN evaluation 
and planning meeting.  Once I joined the office I was given the job of going through the 
publications as well the history of SWTN. The publications revealed his vision. He was a 
man with high intelligence and great heart.Every time I met I learnt a lot. I know all the 
friends, relatives and well-wishers of father will share so many personal experiences and how 
they have been touched by his meritorious life. I want to share with you that how we can 
carry out his vision in our life time and transmit to generation to come. I that if Fr Manu is 
alive he might say that instead of sharing your experiences with me share how you will carry 
forward my vision in your own way possible. This is what I too thought of sharing with you 
all. We know him and he lived among us and has shown how to live. So let us think 
strategically to emulate his model of life and vision.  

Thank you. 

Mr A. Antony Sebasthiraj,  
PhD Scholar, Dept of Sociology,  
Queen Mary's College, 
Chennai. 
 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

mUl;je;ijkDtpd; epidthf! 

md;Gs;s je;ij kD mth;fis vd;Wk; vq;fs; epidtpy; ,Ue;J kwf;f KbahJ. 

mj;jifa ed;ik nra;J ,Uf;fpwhh;. mJ kl;Lk; ,y;yhky; ehq;fs; ngupa FLk;g 

f\;lj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk; NghJ je;ij kD epidj;J gpuhj;jid nra;jhy; kdk; epk;kjp 

ngw;W f\;lq;fs; Fiwa njhlq;Fk;. vd; gps;isfSf;F gbg;Gr; nrytpw;F gzk; 

cjtpfs; nra;J ,Uf;fpwhh;. mj;jifa ey;y Fzk; kw;Wk; ghrk; epiwe;jth; je;ij 

kD. ,tiu vd;Dila FLk;gk; vd;Wk; kwf;fhJ mtiu xt;nthU KiwAk; 

epidf;Fk; NghJ vy;yhk; vd; fz;fspy; fz;zPh; topfpwJ. ,th; vq;fNshL jhd; 

vg;gNghJk; ,Uf;fpwhh; vd;W ehq;fs; epidj;Jf; nfhz;L vq;fs; tho;it 

flf;fpd;Nwhk;. mtu; epidit ehb kz;zpy; kPz;Lk; gpwg;gjw;F ,iwtid 

Ntz;bJjpf;fpNwhk;….. 

,g;gbf;F 

nr.Nkfyh 
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To our beloved Fr. Manu, 

My very first working career started in Social Watch Tamil Nadu - SWTN since 2016. I first 
met him during our team meeting. He inquired about my area of interest and assigned me a 
task. I am so grateful that he took me under his wings when I first started my career. The way 
he explains things is simply astonishing. 

In simple, he is such a perfectionist. His passion for upbringing the marginalized people has 
inspired me a lot. I admired his punctuality, dedication towards work, perspective towards 
life, helping nature, humanity and what more his sense of appreciation. 

I’ll always remember his eminence. He gave insight into everything in life. We once visited 
his place (Loyola College at Vettavalam, Tiruvannamalai district) where we could see how 
well he handled that college (professionalism). The hospitality we received was so warm. 

“A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the imagination, and instil a love of learning.” —
Brad Henry. As quoted he has been a true teacher and mentor who inspired each one of us 
through his love and compassion.He is everything one could look for in a good mentor. He 
groomed me to be sound professional and made working with him an interesting and 
memorable experience. I will always be grateful to him for his support and kindness. 

I miss his presence in this beautiful world. 

With Love, 

Anugraha. D 

---------------------------------- 

Fr.Manu Alphonse, I met him on June 2016 during our team meet in Social Watch - Tamil 
Nadu where my first working career started. He was kind of mentor I needed at that time with 
an outstanding work ethics and sincerity. 
In my supportive role, being able to handle multiple priorities was critical and if I couldn't 
improve , it wasn't going to work out. The lesson I learned from Fr.Manu influenced much of 
who I am today. 
He is a person willing to share his skills and knowledge, gives advice based on experience, 
positive approach, learning attitude, creates opportunities and opens doors, sets and meets 
ongoing professional goals, motivating others by setting a good example. 
He moulded me to be sound professional, not only in my career even in my personal life. I'll 
always cherish the days been worked with Fr.Manu Alphonse as a proud mentee. 
 
I miss his presence in this world. 
 
With love 
Shanmuga priya. Salem 
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Floral Homage to late Rev. Fr. Dr. Manu Alphonse S.J. 
 

We the NGOs of Villupuram District all feel very sad and shocked and supervised to 
learn that our Guiding star and consultant and practical advisor Rev. Fr.Manu Alphonse S.J. 
had passed away. In fact he was a ray of hope for the proper functioning of Grass root level 
NGOs to march towards right direction to witness desirable changes from undesirable 
situation in rural context. 

 The sudden demise of Rev. Fr. Manu Alphonse has created big gap between social 
activists and NGOs in rural areas to fulfill all his version and mission through NGOs in a 
reasonable way. Ofcourse he was (Rev.Fr. Manu Alphonse) for the dignity and freedom for 
Dalit community as a whole and also for the marginalized at Grass root level in interior 
villages for their Holistic development. 

 He was able to organize and coordinate and guide all intellectuals and social activist 
and NGOs in Tamilnadu as a whole to find a way or make a way for the reduction of poverty 
and climate mitigation etc, socially and economically through grass root level NGOs. He was 
very closely associated with PMD- NGO and Kalvikendra NGO in a special way to help us 
and to guide us to find out practical possible solutions with Rev. Fr. Claude Dsouza towards 
remedial education to promote and empower rural students and Self Help Groups- 
particularly the rural young woman by enabling them to become masters of their own destiny. 

 His recent release of book titled “Towards Nursing Dalit Entrepreneurship at the 
Grass  Root” is the witnessing example for his long term goal. Hence we all salute him 
gratefully and also convey our Floral Homage to our Beloved Fr. Manu Alphonse S.J. to 
fulfill all his vision and mission as social activist (NGO) in a constructive way. 

Herewith enclosed one letter in connection with release of his book (Findings) titled 
“Towards Nurturing Dalit Entrepreneurship at the Grass root” for your kind information 
along with this letter.  

 

To, 

Rev. Fr. Manu Alphonse SJ 
Director- LISOR 
Loyala College, Vettavalam- 606 754 
Thiruvannamalai Disrict 
 
Dear Rev. Dr. Manu Alphonse SJ, 
 
Sub: Your historical master piece publication on “Towards Nurturing Dalit 
Entrepreneurship at the Grass Roots” with thanks- regarding. 

 Prayerful greetings with great admiration and appreciation and congratulations for our 
historical studies and publication of masterpiece in a nutshell by highlighting and analyzing 
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with unquestionable datas to witness the miserable and pathetic Economic and Social 
Conditions of the untouchable Dalit community as a whole, which has been suffering with 
fatalistic attitude and blind belief for generations due to the impacts of Manusastra and 
mythology and its values etc. till date. This is pathetic situation incredible and unpredictable 
in the ultra modern world! 

 The Book (Truth) titled “ Towards Nurturing Dalit Entrepreneurship at the Grass 
Roots’ published by your good self is the need of the hour. All the facts and figures and datas 
in this book are in an undeniable way to meet and understand the imperative needs of Dalit 
community as a whole towards Socio Economic Empowerment in Indian social and cultural 
context. 

 This book is the Bible or Bagavatgeetha or Kuran for all the economists activists, 
the change agents and NGOs and political parties. to realize their practical role and social 
responsibilities in the given situation to bring desirable changes from the undesirable 
situation of Dalit community as a whole in Indian social and cultural context if they are for 
Truth and Justice and for social change development with sixth sense! 

 You are courageous enough to point out the unnoticed and ignored and under 
estimated real existing situation and cause of the social and economic problems of Dalits at 
grass root levels etc. to look for change not for charity. Ofcourse I have no words to explain 
all my feelings and thoughts to appreciate you with appropriate words! However we all 
congratulate you and feel very proud of your innovative thoughts and studies and ways to 
bring great changes with proper plan to uplift and promise Dalit community as a whole in a 
fittest way the kind notice of the intellectual as a whole in collaboration with Kalvikendra and 
HOPE – NGOs by making use of their expertise. 

  This book is a great challenge to all the Economists and Sociologists to witness and 
bring visible economic changes to strengthen and promote and empower the life of Dalits 
community as a whole! If they are for the needy people and the marginalized to witness 
dignity and Human personality. 

 Thanks a lot, 

Yours sincerely  
Dr. A. Arokiasamy, 
President – PMD 
 
Date; 19th October 2018 
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Fr. Manu, along with Hon’ble member, National Commission for Safai 
KaramchariMr. K. B. Krishnamoorthi Ex-MP and Mr. G. Israel, Janodayam. 
 

Rev. Fr. Manuel Alphonse, SJ was one of the Founder Members of JANODAYAM. If 
JANODAYAM now stands tall in the service of Adi Andhra Community, undoubtedly we 
owe it to Father Manu.  

 
The name Manu in Indian Mythology denotes the codifier for a righteous living and Father 
Manu very well exemplified it by his life, always filled with service.  
Father Manu was the guiding spirit behind every service activity of JANODAYAM.  
We recall, in memory of the Father, two of our association with him.  
 

One was, when Fr.Manu assigned Janodhayam to study the status of dalit women in 
Tamilnadu for an UN project on ‘Tracking State Budget with Intersectionality Framework for 
an evolution of Gender Responsive Budget for Dalit Women in Tamilnadu’ for a period of 18 
months from October 2011 to April 2013. 

 
Another one was the Visit of SafaiKarmachari Commission to Tamil Nadu, when 

Father Manu planned and executed everything in detail that in the end, the Commission was 
fully impressed with the facts presented to it about the actual condition of the Conservancy 
Workers in Tamil Nadu.  

 
In fact, Father Manu led the team from the front that made the Commission’s Visit a 

very useful one from the perspective of the Adi Andhra Community.  
We deeply feel the void left by the Father cannot be filled by anyone. Indeed it is a 

great loss to our Community.    
 

- Mr. G. Israel, Janodayam. 
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Back to Mother Earth 

and  

Back to his roots. 

 

Manu has beautifully responded to the call of Mother Earth. He was humble enough to accept 
the invitation of Mother Nature without any fear and fuss. He fulfilled the simple philosophy 
of life that we come from the earth and we go back to the earth. Now he is peacefully resting 
in the lap of Mother Earth. He has entered the womb of Mother Earth to be born as a new 
energy in the cosmos. It is indeed very unfortunate that he is not with us physically. But his 
presence is more powerful in the midst of all of us, who have become the intimate part of his 
life. 

It was very recently that we started relating to him. He came all the way to Tumkur to be with 
us after the sudden demise of our beloved Raj. Spent an entire day at Booshakthi Kendra 
where Raj was laid to rest. We mutually shared our deepest thoughts, feelings, emotions and 
experience about Raj. Memories of Raj came alive and we relived those fond memories 
together. Most of the time Manu listened to us and now and then responded with reflections 
of his own, typical of Manu. He left Booshakthi Kendra with the sense of satisfaction of 
having met us and he shared a simple meal with us.But we never could have imagined that it 
was his last visit to Booshakthi Kendra. 

The first time that he visited Booshakthi Kendra was in 2008. He came with a group of 
Human rights and Women’s rights activists from Tamilnadu. Stayed with us for three days. 
March 8th 2008 was Jyothi’s father’s first death anniversary. Manu was present with us as an 
elder and it was a real blessing for all of us. 

Jyothi met him in Bangalore on the day of the memorial service for Fr. Claude D’Souza. 
Manu took extra effort to come to BSK to spend a day, but unfortunately we were caught up 
in meetings and programs and could not bring him to Booshakthi Kendra. However, Jyothi 
rushed to Bangalore to say a hello and managed to spend some time to be with him. 

We did keep in touch with him through phone calls and messages. That was the time he was 
travelling between Vettavalam, the place he loved the most and Chennai. One of his dreams 
was to set up an organic farm under the leadership of women as a process of empowerment of 
women. It was exactly at that time we too were planning to start natural farming at 
Booshakthi Kendra. We planned to organize an interaction process between the women 
leaders from Adijan Panchayat Movement in Tumkur and women leaders from Vettavalam. 
We were invited by Manu to visit Vettavalam in this context. But now it stands as a dream. 

Personality of Manu 

The following exchange of messages express the personality of Manu in his relationship with 
his dear and near ones. Manu lives with us through his thought and feeling waves. With the 
permission of Manu a few messages that we have received from Manu is quoted here: 
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(23/08/2017) 

Dear Jyothi  

Have been thinking of you a lot and deeply praying for you. I know that you need all the 
courage,care and concern that life can give. I am much better now and can manage myself. 
All the best. 

29-08-2017 

Dear Jyothi,  

Great to get your vibrations just as I am leaving for the hospital for my daily treatment. Stay 
well dear Jyothi. You are precious to the world and to me. 

Dear Jyothi,  

at the end of the day, let me get in touch with you. It has been another typical day. Getting up 
after seven hours of solid nonstop sleep, visit  to the hospital for about 3 hours, 30 minutes 
slow walk in the evening, good food, but salt free and sugar less, I keep well and the progress 
is striking. The hospital people are very happy with me, because I bring smiles in the face of 
many patients, what else do I need?How are you Jyothi? Hyper – active, mentally and 
physically, I am sure. How is the young hero (Preetam) getting on? Amazing how you all 
have become an intimate part of my life. 

19-11-2017 

Dear Jyothi,  

just reached Vettavalam after 100 days. Very warm welcome from every one starting from 
the farming to kitchen persons to all Jesuits. The campus is green and it feels good to be back. 
Slowly have to get back to a rhythm of life and work. Great to hear you saying that many 
good things are happening. You remain intimately in my prayers.Hope life treats you well. 
After about a month in Vettavalam, I am returning to Chennai for a medical review. I keep 
well. Saw your write-upon Ancestor’s day from Claire’s mail. Include my mail for such 
postings. 

13-12-2017 

Our organic farm is slowly taking shape. We have taken 5 acres of land on lease. We have 
found a young farmer family from Kodakanal. We are planning an integrated orchard in two 
acres to begin with.After speaking to Preetam last time I spoke to my team. They seem to 
have some very good contacts in Karnataka. We can plan a meeting sometime in the future. 

23-01-2018 

Dear Jyothi,  
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great to hear from you. At the stage in which you are, a hectic life can be at some level 
comforting and strengthening, but there might also be a need to find time for yourself. Take 
care. You know what is best. I am back in Vettavalam, helping to get the organic farm 
started. 

10-05-2018 

Have been thinking of you a lot these days. I am sure you are as alive and active as ever. Was 
happy to hear that your natural farming programs is going well. Our own effort to set up a 
model organic farm is full swing. Hope Preetam keeps well, stay well. 

13-05-2018 

Great to hear that everything moves and flows naturally with a strong presence of Raj. Jyothi 
stay the fantastic women that you are. I am ok, with a slow progress in my health. No travels, 
no specific work but am learning a new rhythm in life. 

2-11-2018 

Dear Manu,  

Sorry for my long silence with your genuine prayers and wishes we are doing well. Many of 
us draw a lot of strength and energy from you. Mother nature has blessed you with a very 
special gift of caring nature. All that I wish for you is to get back that energy to keep your 
dear and near ones energetic as always. 

The last time I spoke to him over phone was on 14th November 2018. Though he was sick, he 
sounded well, clear and relaxed. He wished the 10th anniversary programs of CERI – The 
Campaign for Electoral Reforms in India a grand success (it was planned for 27th November 
2018 in Delhi). After his recovery, he agreed to visit Booshakthi Kendra for a few days only 
to rest. But, on 17th November Manu became one of our ancestors and we celebrated his life 
on 6th December 2018 at Booshakthi Kendra on the occasion of Ancestors festival. 

Thank you Manu for your strong presence in our lives, through your special thought and 
feeling waves. Be with us always and keep blessing us to continue our involvement as 
committed as you were. 

-Jyothi and Preetam  
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“je;ij kD” mtuJ ngaiu Nfs;tpg;gl;lTld; ahu; ,th;? kDePjp Nrhod; vd;w 

epidtpy; ,tuJ ngauh? kD ju;kk; vd;W xU $l;lk; ngz; tpLjiyf;F vjpuhd 

rpy rpe;jidfis gug;gpf;nfhz;L jpupfpwNj mjw;F vjpuhd rpe;jid cs;stuh? vd; 

kd Xl;lk; ,g;gb ,Ue;jJ. mtiu rpy Mz;LfSf;F Kd;gpUe;J jhd;  njhpAk;. 

%d;W my;yJ ehd;F Kiwjhd; re;jpj;jpUg;Ngd;. Mdhy; mtuJ ,Wjpf;fhyk; tiu 

miyNgrpapy; NgrpapUf;fpNwd;. 

 

vg;NghJ miyNgrpapy; NgrpdhYk; clNd NgRthh; mg;gb NgrKbah jUzj;jpy; 

rpwpJ Neuk; fopj;Njh my;yJ md;iwa ehSf;Fs; mtNu mioj;J NgRk; ehfuPfk; 

gilj;jtu; je;ij kD. mtuJ gjpypy; mf;fiw ,Uf;Fk;>el;G ,Uf;Fk;>jha;f;Fk; 

NkyhdgupT ,Uf;Fk;>kdk; jpwe;Jcz;ikahdghuhl;Ljy; ,Uf;Fk;.  

 

%d;W my;yJ ehd;F Kiw re;jpj;J tpl;L ePAk; mtiug;gw;wp vOjpAs;sah vd 

epidf;fyhk;. cz;ikjhd; Mdhy; nja;t juprdk; xU Kiw fpilj;jhNy NghJk;! 

mg;gbj;jhd; vd; czh;Tfs; ,Ue;jJ! 

 

nrd;idapy; mtuJ mYtyfj;jpy; rNfhjhp fpNsh; mth;fSk; ehDk; ghu;f;f 

nrd;wpUe;Njhk;. mg;NghJ jkpof ngz;fs; xUq;fpizg;G FO re;jpg;G gw;wp Ngr;R 

te;jJ. mjpy; jpUeq;if xUtupd; epahakhd Nfs;tpfs; gw;wp Ngr;R te;jJ! je;ij 

kD mtu;fs; Ngr;rpy; jpUeq;iffs; r%f me;j];J ngwNtz;ba Njit vd;gij 

Mokhf Ngrpdhh;. ngz;fspy; fil epiyapy; cs;sth;fs; gw;wpa mtuJ nrhw;fs; 

ek;gpf;if Cl;Ltdhf kl;Lky;yhJ md;Gk;> gupTk;> mf;fiwAk; ,Ue;jjha; 

czh;e;Njd;. 

 

rNfhjh{ fpNsh;> jpUkjp.Y}rp Nrtpau; kw;Wk; ehDk; ,ize;J tsu; ,sk; gUtj;J 

khzt> khztpaiu re;jpj;J kdk;> cly;gw;wp czh;T> czh;r;rp ,tw;wpd; 

tpj;jpahrk; gw;wp> ,it ek; vjph; fhy fdTfis epiwNtw;w cjTk; my;yJ 

ghjfkhf mikAk; gw;wpa gapw;rpfs; nfhLj;Jf;nfhz;L tUfpNwhk;. mij je;ij 

kD rkak; fpilf;Fk; NghJ kdk; jpwe;J ghuhl;Lthu;. “khzt nry;tq;fSf;F 

Njitahd gzpia nra;fpwPu;fs; ghyh “vd kdk; jpwe;J ghuhl;Lthu;. 
 

me;j khkdpju; xU ngUk; mwpthsp> kpfg; ngUk; mDgtrhyp Mdhy; ehk; xd;Wk; 

njupahjtuhf mikjpahf cs;thq;Fk; jd;ik nfhz;lth; vd;gJjhd; ehd; fz;l 

mjprak;! 

 

,dpikahd rpupg;ig jd;dfj;Nj nfhz;ltu; kD kwf;fNt Kbahj rpupj;j Kfk;! 

fdpthd ghu;it> md;ghd Ngr;Rf;F nrhe;jf;fhuh; je;ij kD. Rkhh; Ie;J 

Mz;LfSf;F Nkyhf rpW jhdpaq;fs;> gapW tiffis ,aw;if tptrhakhf 

nra;Jnfhz;L tUfpNwd;. je;ij mtu;fSk; ,Nj Ntiyapy; ,wq;fp 

E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd tptrhapfis xUq;fpizj;J gzp nra;fpwhu; vd;gij mwpe;Njd;. 

je;ij vdf;Fk; ,jpy; cjt Ntz;Lk;” vdf; Nfl;lNghJ “ePq;fs; jhd; ghyh 

vq;fSf;F cjt Ntz;Lk;. cz;;ikapNyNa kz;zpy; ,wq;fp Ntiy nra;Jnfhz;L 

cs;sPu;fs;” vd;W $wpaij ,g;NghJk; epidj;Jg; ghu;f;fpNwd;. ,t;thW jho;ikahf 
xU khkdpju; NgRthuh? mJ je;ij kDthy;jhd; KbAk;! 
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rhjhuz> fy;tp ngwhj> Vo;ikapy; cs;s Foe;ijfis khkdpjdhf KbAk; vd;w 

Kaw;rpapy; md;dhuJ gq;fspg;G kpfg;ngupaJ. mjpy; ehDk; ,ize;J 

nray;gl;bUf;Nfd; vd;W ngUikNahL epidj;Jg; ghu;f;f KbfpwJ. 

je;ij.kD jhd; ahu;? jd; gpwtpapd; Nehf;fk; vd;d? mjpYk; ,NaRrig Jwtpahf 

tho;tjpd; mu;j;jk; vd;d? jhd; tpRthrk; nfhs;Sk; ,iwtdpd; tpUg;gk; vd;d? 

vd;gij KOikahf czh;jtuhf tho;e;jhu;! 

 

ngz; tpLjiy rpe;jidahsh;! ghjpf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; topfhl;b! xLf;fg;gl;l 

kf;fspd; Fuy; xyp! ,jw;nfy;yhk; fy;tp xU jPh;T vd;W khkdpj gs;spf;Fj; Njhs; 

nfhLj;jth;! Jkpof kf;fs; tskhd> eykhd tho;Tf;F ,aw;if tptrhak; rpwe;jJ 

vd;W fdTf; fz;lth; kD! 

 

fz;%baTld; kz;%b> kzk; %b tplf;$lhJ mtuJ rpe;jidfs;> nrhw;fs;> 

nray;fs; ,e;j kz;zpy; tPW vo Ntz;Lk;! 

 

,isNahu;fs; md;dhuJ Nehf;fj;ij cs;thq;fp cUthf;f Ntz;Lk;! ,ij ehk; 

xt;nthUtUk; nra;Nthk; vd;W mtuJ epidT ehspy; cWjp vLg;gNjhL>gy 

kDf;fs; cUthf ,iwtDf;F kD nfhLg;Nghk;. mtuJ Md;kh ,iwepiy 

mile;J> ek; kdq;fspy; tho;fpwhh; vd;gJ epju;rdk;! je;ij kD mtu;fspd; Kjyhk; 

Mz;L epidtpy; vd;idAk; ,izj;J nfhs;tij ngUk; Ngwhf fUJfpNwd;. ed;wp. 

 

   

-Njhop. ghyh. 

 Njdp 

 

 
I have heard about Manu Uncle from Preethi as an immersive trainer, an exceptional nurturer 
of youngsters among many other faculties of him. My first meeting with Manu Uncle was in 
Loyola college. Even though, it was very brief, Uncle immediately struck a chord with his 
humbleness and warmth. 

Last year, at Fr. Claude's memorial, Uncle just moved me with such lucid oration, his 
conviction on social justice and how effortlessly he took along a panel of stalwarts with great 
equanimity. 

Many times, Ihave wished to have him at Payir to mentor us on aspects of social justice. We 
sadly missed the opportunity. 

- Senthil  
PAYIR – Thenur 
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ehd; mwpe;j je;ij kD 

 

md;G..md;G jhd; vq;fs; kD> md;Gf;F tbtk; ,y;iy. md;gpd; tbtk; jhd; 

vq;fs; kD. ghugl;rkpy;yhj vt;tpj vjph;ghu;g;Gk; ,y;yhj cz;ikahd md;G jhd; 

vq;fs; kD. ghrkhd ghu;it gupT epiwe;j thu;j;ijfs; mjPj mf;fiw ,e;j 

thu;j;ijfspd; cUtk; jhd; vq;fs; kD. ehq;fs; Nfl;fhkNyNa ,iwtd; mspj;j 

nfhil jhd; vq;fs; kD. vq;fis Nfl;fhkNyNa vq;fsplkpUe;J vLj;Jf; 

nfhs;sg;gl;ltUk; vq;fs; kD. clyhy; vq;fis tpl;L gphpe;jhYk; mtuJ cau;e;j 

vz;zq;fs; njspthd rpe;jidfs; xLf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; kPJ nfhz;bUf;Fk; 

Ngud;ghf vq;fNshL cs;sj;jhy; tho;e;J nfhz;bUf;fpwhu; vd;gJ jhd; cz;ik. 

 

kD ,tuJ ngaupNyNa kPl;G cs;sJ Mk; kD ju;kk; vOjpa kDtpd; 

vz;zq;fis vOj;Jf;fis cilj;njwpe;J mjid tho;e;J fhl;bapUf;fpwhu; vq;fs; 

kD. ngz;zbik ngz;Zhpik kWg;G ghFghLfis fise;jtu; vq;fs; kD. xU 

Mzhf gpwe;jpUe;jhYk; ngz; czh;it kjpj;J mth;fSf;Nf mtu;fis 

milahsg;gLj;jpath; vq;fs; kD. jho;j;jg;gl;l kf;fspd; cz;ikahd ciog;ig 

Nerpj;jth; vq;fs; kD. eRf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; Kd;Ndw;wj;jpy; ftdk; nrYj;jpath; 

vq;fs; kD. jho;j;jg;gl;l ngz;fs; jiyikj;Jtk; tpspk;G epiy ,sk; 

jiyKiwapdh; fy;tp Nkk;ghl;Lf;fhf ,uT gfyhf KO%r;Rld; ciog;ig 

KOikahf nfhLj;jtu; vq;fs; kD. eRf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; Kd;Ndw;wj;jpy; ftdk; 

nrYj;jpatu; vq;fs; kD. jho;j;jg;gl;l ngz;fs;; jiyikj;Jtk; tpspk;G epiy ,sk; 

jiyKiwapdh; fy;tp Nkk;ghl;Lf;fhf ,uT gfyhf KO%r;Rld; ciog;ig 

KOikahf nfhLj;jth; vq;fs; kD. jho;j;jg;gl;l ngz;fspd; tpLjiyNa ,e;j 

kz;zpd; tpLjiy vd;gij czh;e;J nray; tbtk; je;jtu; vq;fs; kD. 

khkdpju;fis cUthf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W fdT fz;ltu; mjd; nray; tbtk; jhd; 

khkdpjg;gs;sp. vq;fs; kD rhjhuz kdpjuhf thotpy;iy.  

 

khkdpjuhf tho;e;J vq;fspilNa khkdpj rpe;jidfis tpj;jpl;ltu;. ,aw;if 

tptrhaj;ij Nerpj;jtu; vq;fs; kD. ehk; ey;y czit cl;nfhz;L eyNkhL tho 

toptFj;jtu; vq;fs; kD. ey;y ,iwahz;ik ek;gpf;ifia ekf;F mspj;jtu; jhd; 

vq;fs; kD. ,iwtdpd; fl;lisfis jdJ tho;thf tho;e;J fhl;bapUf;fpwhh;. 

gpwud;G ,jid tho;e;J fhl;batu; vq;fs; kD.ek; ,isa jiyKiw r%f 

rpe;jidNahL r%f ghu;itAld; Ma;T nra;J r%f nghWg;Gfspy; gq;Nfw;fTk; 

topfhl;bath; vq;fs; kD. 

 

,j;jifa FUit ,e;j r%fj;jpw;F mspj;j ,iwtDf;Fk; ,NaR rig 

r%fj;jpw;Fk; vq;fsJ rpuk; jho;e;j ed;wpfis cupj;jhf;Ffpd;Nwhk;. xU Ntz;LNfhs; 

,NaR rig jiyikaplk; vq;fs; kDtpd; rpe;jidfs; gzpfs; mtuJ tho;T ,sk; 

FU khzth;fSf;F tho;f;if ghlkhf mspj;jpl Ntz;LfpNwhk;. ,tuJ tho;f;if 

vspik gzpfs; gy kDf;fis cUthf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w vz;zj;jpy; Nfl;Lf; 

nfhs;fpNwhk;. ,Jtiu ,tiu rhjhuz FUthf ghu;j;jth;fSf;F ,tuJ gzp 

tho;f;if ghlkhf mika Ntz;Lk;. 

 

,tuJ fUiz kpf;f ghu;it fdpthd thu;j;ij Mokhd kPl;G rpe;jidfs; r%f 

md;G gzpfs; ek;ik tpl;L fhzhky; NghapUe;jhYk; mtu; ek;kpilNa tpl;L nrd;w 
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nrbahf;f kukhf;f gazpg;Nghk;. ,tuJ r%f gazj;jpy; xU rpy kzpj; Jspfs; 

gazpj;J mtuJ md;ig mDgtpj;j ngUikNahLk; ngUkpjj;NjhLk; ehd;. ed;wp. 

 

Nah];gpd; Md;wpah. (jpUr;rpuhg;gs;sp) 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

Fr. Manual Alphone, very fondly known as Fr. Manu us by all, left a lasting impression in 
everyone’s heart. He truly lived to the fullest and led a simple life and vividly took the side of 
the most excluded and marginalized.  

My first encounter with Fr. Manu was in 2002 when I first joined ActionAid. He was 
chosen to direct us to evolve a clear perspective for the dalit land rights work that our 
regional office had taken in partnership with Dalit Mannurimai Kootamaippu under the 
leadership of Mr. Nicholas. The week-long close association with Fr. Manu demonstrated the 
kind of person Fr. Manu was. He lent a patient ear to both the partners and the community in 
shaping their destiny.  It was not too late to realize his passion for agriculture, which bloomed 
in the form Tech Loyola – an organic bio-farm at Loyola, Vettavalam.  

He will be remembered in the Development sector for many of his accomplishments; 
particularly for his contribution in initiating the Centre for Budget and Governance 
Accountability (CBGA) for regular monitoring of transparency and citizens’ participation in 
public finance. He unraveled the concept of budget analysis for the whole NGO sector, not 
only in Tamil Nadu but also across the country. Having identified that there are capacity gaps 
among civil society organisations in terms of understanding the budget framework guiding 
budget processes, he held workshops, the first of its kind, to provide an understanding on the 
same and enhanced skills on budget analysis, which can be used to challenge duty bearers on 
unjust budgetary allocation and demand for change. His commendable contribution towards 
budget analysis will immensely benefit everyone in the development sector.  

Father Manu held many positions to his credit; however, one outstanding contribution 
of Fr. Manu as the National Advisor for AICUF in the nineties was the way he nurtured and 
moulded many young minds to care for the society that they live in and make a meaningful 
contribution. 

One may go on remembering him for the good work that he has left us with.  It’s beyond 
doubt that the Development world will forever cherish his memory and continue the mission 
he has started. His true legacy will continue by his associates who traverse his path in tilting 
the power in favour of the mass by significantly putting budget analysis, the transparency tool 
to be optimally utilized by the excluded and marginalized. 

- Ester Mariaselvam 
Action aid  
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My Mentor (Fr.) Manu 

 
I have known Fr. Manu pretty much all my life. He was one of the close friends of my 
parents. However, my interactions with him weren’t much while growing up. 2002 is when I 
began to know Fr. Manu closely. 
 

I am one of the founding members of the Centre for Budget and Governance 
Accountability (CBGA) that specialises in budget and policy analyses to deepen people’s 
participation and holding Governments accountable to people’s aspirations. It was started in 
2002. The need to set up a national level organisation of its kind came from a group of 
pioneers who were already analysing State budgets and demystifying them to enable people’s 
participation in budget processes. Fr. Manu was one of the pioneers and a founding Board 
Member of CBGA. 
 

Fr. Manu had begun analysing Tamil Nadu State budgets around 1995-96 as part of 
The Tamil Nadu People’s Forum for Social Development, the predecessor of the Social 
Watch Tamil Nadu. He once told me that what led him to analyse budgets is not his 
Economics degree from Delhi School of Economics but consistent ‘I really want to help but 
we don’t have any budget’ answers from Government officialswhenever he and fellow 
activists sought action towards welfare of Dalit community. He was determined to find out 
who actually benefits from the budget? 
 

I wouldn’t hesitate to call him the father (not the Priesthood Fr.) of Dalit budgeting. 
Fr. Manu wanted to know exactly how Dalits benefit or not benefit from the budgets. He 
developed the initial framework for analysing the budget from a social group lens. His work 
inspired many others to analyse budgets from specific marginalised groups’ perspective. His 
analyses demystified the budget and helped rejuvenate social movements in Tamil Nadu. The 
collective advocacy and campaigning emerged from his demystification of budgets led to 
consistent increase in allocation for Special Component Plan – now known as Scheduled 
Caste Sub Plan. 
 

His budget work inspired a new generation of activists, including myself to use 
budget and policy analyses to advance social justice. I benefitted immensely from his 
guidance and mentorship. I knew him from childhood made some of my colleagues jealous! 
In a nicer way though. He was always very keento know what I was doing and what my 
future planswere. He wasn’t the type that minces his words. He would often tell me what I 
didn’t want to hear, the truth. His consistent and genuine feedback really helped me shape my 
career and the person I have become today. 
 

He was one of the consistent well-wishers of our family. His prasangam after my 
father’s funeral in 2009 was exactly what our grieving family and friends needed. He 
solemnized my wedding in 2015 and delivered the perfect homily which our friends and 
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family talk about even today. He knew us. He was one of us.We miss him dearly. The only 
way I or anyone can truly pay respect to Fr. Manu is to continue his fight for social justice. 
 
-Deepak L Xavier 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 

------------------------------------------- 
 

kD mq;fps;> vdJ ngw;Nwhupd; ez;gu;> rpWtajpypUe;Nj mtu; vdf;F mwpKfk;. Xh; 

,dpa eguhfNt mtiug;gw;wp vdJ kdg;gjpT… 

fy;Y}hp Kbf;Fk; NghJ jhd; mtUld; Ngrp> gfpu;e;J> fye;JiuahLk; tha;g;G 

$baJ. mg;ghtpd; ,wg;Gk; mjw;F xU fhuzk;. 

mth; vspikahfTk;> nkd;ikahd ghq;FlDk; goFthu;. kpf mUikahd 

njhFg;ghsuhfTk;> Facilitator MfTk; ,Ue;jhu;. mg;ghtpd; ,wg;gpw;Fgpd;> vq;fs; 

jpz;Lf;fy; tPl;by; mtuJ mofhd gpurq;fKk;> mg;ghFwpj;j cldpUe;Njhupd; 

mDgtk; kw;Wk; fUj;Jf;fis gfpur; nra;jtpjKk; vd;Wk; epidtpy;… 
,yhtfkhf ek;kplkpUe;J fUj;Jf;fis ntspf;nfhz;L tu mtuhy; Kbe;jJ. 

vd;idg; Nghd;w ,isQh;fSf;F mtuplk; kdij jpwe;J NgRtJ vspjhf ,Ue;jJ. 

MNyhridfSf;fhf gyKiw mtiu mZfpAs;Nsd;. ek;ik jPu;g;Gf;Fs;shf;fhky;>  

jl;bf;nfhLj;J> Cf;fkspf;Fk; %j;j topfhl;bia ahUf;Fj;jhd; gpbf;fhJ? gy 

,isQh;fspd; NjitAk;> mg;gbg;gl;l mDgtkpf;f> nghWikahd> gf;Ftkhd 

topfhl;bjhNd… 

mtuJ topfhl;Ljypy;> r%fg; gzpapy; fhy; itj;jpUf;Fk; ,isNahu;fshfpa 

ehq;fs;> %j;jtu;fspd; r%fg; gazq;fs;> mDgtq;fs;> gbg;gpidfs; kw;Wk; 

mwpTiufis njupe;J nfhs;Sk; tifapy;> r%f nray;ghl;lhsu;fspd; xU gy 

jiyKiwf; $Lif epfo;j;j Ntz;Lk; vd;w Mir itj;jpUe;Njhk; mt;thir 

vd;WNk KOikaw;W ,Uf;fg; NghfpwJ> mtuJ kiwtpdhy;. 

 
-Dr.g;hPj;jp 
gapH mwf;fl;lis 

NjD}H 
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mUl;je;ij kD my;Nghd;];… 

jkpof ,NaR rig Jwtp AICUF ,af;fj;jpd; Kd;dhs; Njrpa MNyhrfH… 

tpspk;G epiy kf;fspd; tpLjiyapy; ,iwapaiy tpj;jpl;ltH 

r%fePjp> tpspk;G epiy kf;fspd; r%f tpLjiy vd;Dk; cahpa 

Nehf;fq;fSf;fhfNt cioj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;j r%fg;Nghuhsp… 

mwpT jsj;jpy; jd;dpfhpy;yh khkdpjH 

vspik> NeHik> jd;dykw;w mHg;gzpg;G czHT> 

Xa;twpah fLk; ciog;G… vd;W tho;e;jtH… 

r%ff; fsj;jpy; gzpahw;WNthH mthplkpUe;J  

fw;f Ntz;ba cahpa gz;Gfs; Vuhsk;… 

,NaRrig epWtdq;fspy; tpspk;Gepiy kf;fSf;fhd  

,l xJf;fPL fpilj;jpl NghuhbatH… 

mjpfhuikaq;fspd; rpk;k nrhg;gdk;… 

murpd; nfhs;if jpl;lq;fs; tpspk;G epiy kf;fspd; ghHitapy; 

cUthf;fg;gl XahJ cioj;jtH… 

mk;Ngj;fhpa jj;Jtg; GhpjYld; jypj; khztHfis jiytHfshf;fpl 

cioj;jtH… 

rj;jkpy;yhky;… rydkpy;yhky; tho;e;j rfhg;jk;… 

tpspk;G epiy fpwpj;jtHfis mjpfhu ikaj;jpw;F mioj;Jnry;Yk; 

Gdpj gazk; Nkw;nfhz;l r%f rPHjpUj;jthjp… 

mUl;je;ij mtHfSf;F vq;fsJ fpwpj;jt kf;fs; fsk; rhHgpy; 

tPutzf;fk; Mo;e;j ,uq;fiy njhptpj;Jf;nfhs;fpd;Nwhk; 

tpLjiy rpWj;ijfs; jiytH mz;zd; njhy; jpUkh mtHfs; ,Wjp 

epfo;r;rpapy; gq;Nfw;whH ekJ $l;likg;gpd; khepy Kjd;ik xUq;fpizg;ghsH 

KidtH Qh.Nkj;A+ cl;gl ,Wjp epfo;tpy; gq;Nfw;wdH. 

nra;jpfSf;fhf 

 

-Ng. ngypf;]; 

fpwpj;jt kf;fs; fsk;, jkpo;ehL – GJit. 
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kjk; fle;J jho;j;jg;gl;l> xLf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; tpLjiyf;fhf njhlh;e;J gy;NtW 

Kd;ndLg;Gfis nra;J te;jth;. gy Kw;Nghf;F ,af;fq;fSf;F MNyhrid 

toq;fpath;. jdJ NrR rigf;Fs; r%fg; gzpnra;a gy FUf;fis jahh; nra;jtu; 

vdgyuhYk; mwpag;gl;lth;. mUl;je;ij. kD mth;fs;. ehd; gy tUlq;fshf re;jpf;f 

Ntz;Lk; vd epidj;J ,Ue;j Neuj;jpy; 2005-k; Mz;L re;jpf;f Neh;e;jJ. jypj; 

ngz;fSf;fhfTk;> ngz;fspd; chpikf;fhfTk; xLf;fg;gl;l kf;fSf;fhfTk;> 

njhlh;r;rpahf Nghuhb tUk; vd;id je;ij kD mth;fs;> mioj;jjpd; Nghpy; 2005-k; 

Mz;L nrd;idapy; cs;s ma;f;f/g; mYtyfj;jpy; re;jpj;Njd;. mg;NghJ 

mUl;je;ij. kDmth;fs;> jkpof mstpy; E}W ehs; Ntis jpl;lj;jpy; Ntiy 

nra;Ak; jypy; ngz;fisg; gw;wp Ma;T nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;lhh;fs;> 

NkYk;; gy ngz;fsplk;> ngz;fs; mikg;Gfsplk; ,J rk;ke;jkhf Nfl;l NghJ 

Njhoh; re;jdNkhp fs Ma;it kpfr; rhpahf nra;thh;fs; vd $wpdhh;fs;. mjd; 

mbg;gilapy; ,e;j gzpia> nghWg;ig cq;fsplk; xg;gilf;fpNwd; vd 

xg;gilj;jhh;fs;> mjd;gb ehd; fs Ma;T nra;J jypj; ngz;fs; vg;gb vy;yhk; 100 

ehs; Ntiyapy; elj;jg;gLfpwhh;fs;> ,opT nra;ag;gLfpwhh;fs; vd mwpf;ifia 

rkh;g;gpj;Njd;> njd; gFjpapy; vg;ngy;yhk; ngz;fSf;fhd xLf;FKiwfs;> rhjpa 

xLf;FKiwfs; epfo;fpwNjh mg;Nghnjy;yhk; mUl;je;ij.kD mth;fs; vd;dplk; 

njhlh;G nfhz;L mf;fiwNahL Nfl;Lf; nfhs;thh;fs;. Nghuhl;lj;jpw;fhd chpa 

MNyhridfisAk; toq;Fthh;fs;. 

 fpwp];jtj;jpy; eilngWk; rhjpa ghFghLfs; rk;ke;jkhfTk;> rptfq;if 

kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; eilngw;w rhjpa ghFghL rk;ke;jkhf 2012-k; Mz;L Kjy; 

eilngw;w Nghuhl;lq;fs; rk;ke;jkhf Nfl;Lj; njhpe;J nfhz;lhh;. 2013-k; Mz;L 

rptfq;if kiwkhtl;l Mah; ,y;yk; Kd;G eilngw;w jPf;Fspg;G Nghuhl;l nra;jp 

Nfs;tpg;gl;l je;ij.kD mth;fs;> Njhoh;.re;jdNkhpia ehq;fs; ,of;f jahuhf 

,y;iy> vdNt ,J Nghd;w Nghuhl;lq;fis jaJ nra;J Kd;ndLf;f Ntz;lhk; vd 

mf;fiwNahL $wpdhh;. 2015-k; Mz;L> rptfq;if kiwkhtl;lk; XhpA+h; Gdpj 

mUshde;jh; Myak; gpd;Gwk; Gs;s+h; rhh;y]; mth;fspd; kuzk; Fwpj;J – kJiu–
lhf;fh mk;Ngj;fh; gz;ghl;L ikaj;jpy; eilngw;w $l;lj;jpy;> cz;ikahd epfo;Tfs; 

vd;d vdTk;> Nghuhl;lq;fs; rk;ke;jkhfTk; kpf mf;fiwNahL vd;dplk; Nfl;Lj; 

njhpe;Jnfhz;lhh;. ,J rk;ke;jkhf NrR rig jiyikaplKk;> FUf;fsplKk; ehd; 

NgRNtd; jypj; fpwp];jth;fSf;F chpa chpik fpilf;f midj;J Kaw;rpfisAk; 

Kd;ndLg;Ngd; vd $wpdhh;. 

 2018-y; mUl;je;ij.kD mth;fs; cly; eyf; FiwT Vw;gl;L ,we;j nra;jp 

Nfs;tpg;gl;L kpf Ntjid mile;Njd;. fk;gPukhd Ngr;Rk;> nraYk; vd;id kpfTk; 

ghjpj;jJ. ,J Nghd;w r%f Nghuhspfs; ,d;Dk; ,Ue;jpUf;f Ntz;Lk;> 

,oe;Jtpl;Nlhk; vd;w tUj;jKk;…. Vf;fKk;….. vd;Ds; tPutzf;fk;…. 

 

NjhoikAld;  

jpUkjp. re;jdNkhp 

,uhkehjGuk; khtl;lk;. 
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mUl;je;ij kDTf;F mQ;ryp 

 

ehd; KONeu gj;jpupifahsdhf nrd;idapy; nray;gl Muk;gpj;j fhyk;. 1999 

filrp 2000 Mk; tUlj;jpd; Muk;g fhykhf ,Uf;fyhk;. khw;Wj; jpwdhspfspd; 

gpur;ridfs; tpthjpf;fg;gl;l xU $l;lj;jpy; mUl;je;ij kD mth;fisr; re;jpj;Njd;. 

Vwf;Fiwa 20 Mz;Lfs; me;j Kjy; re;jpg;gpd; rpupj;j Kfk; ,d;dKk; mbf;fb 

te;J NghfpwJ. 

,lJrhup fUj;Jfspd; Mjuthsd; ehd;. Viofs; Jd;gg;gLfpwhu;fs;. 

gzf;fhuh;fs; Ruz;Lfpwhh;fs;. Viofisj; jpul;bdhy; r%fj;ij khw;wyhk;. Gjpa 

r%fk; midtUf;Fk; ey;tho;itj; jUk;. ,JNt vdJ ek;gpf;if. yl;rpak;. 

nray;ghL vy;yhk; Jd;gg;gLgtu;fisg; gw;wp vOj Ntz;Lk; vd;w NjLjy; 

cUthdNghJ vd; Kd;ghf ghju; kD Njhd;wpdhh;. 

Xuq;fl;lg;gl;l kf;fspd; gpur;ridfis> mtuJ topfhl;lypy; ,aq;fpa r%f-

fz;fhzpg;gfk; vDk; Ma;T epWtdk; Clfq;fSf;F ntspg;gLj;jpf; nfhz;bUe;jJ. 

murhq;fq;fspd; gl;n[l;fs; md;whlq; fha;r;rpfSf;F ed;ikfisj; jUfpd;wdth 

vd;W Ma;T nra;J te;jJ r%f-fz;fhzpg;gfk;. gl;n[l;bd; rpf;fyhd nghUshjhu 

thu;j;ijfis rhkhd;au;fSf;Fk; Gupa itf;f Kay;thu;fs;. gj;jphpiffspy; 

ntspapLtjw;fhfj; jUthh;fs;. ehd; mtw;iw rpW ngl;br; nra;jpfshf khw;wp ehd; 

gzpahw;wpa jPf;fjph; ehspjopy; ntspapLtjw;F Vw;ghLfs; nra;Ntd;. mtw;iw 

vLj;Jf;nfhz;L te;J mYtyfk; te;J mtiur; re;jpj;J NgRNtd;. mj;jifa 

gaDs;s nra;jpfs; ntspahtijg; ghu;j;jhy; mtUf;F kpfTk; re;Njh\k;. 

 r%f-fz;fhzpg;gfj;jpd; gzpfs; jypj; gl;n[l;> goq;Fb gl;n[l; vd 

gd;Kfkhf tpupe;jd. fhfpjq;fspy; ,Uf;fpw gl;n[l; epjp xJf;fPLfs; kf;fisr; 

nrd;W mile;jjh? vd;W mit Muha;e;jd. kj;jpa muR mwptpj;jpUe;j jypj; 

kf;fSf;fhd rpwg;Gf; $W jpl;lk;> goq;FbapdUf;fhd Jizj; jpl;lk; Mfpait 

vt;thW nray;gLfpd;wd vd;Dk; tptuq;fisAk; Clfq;fSf;Fk; kf;fs; 

gpujpepjpfSf;Fk; Nghuhl;l mikg;GfSf;Fk; r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; toq;fpaJ. 

 kD ghjh; re;jpf;Fk; mtu; jiyikapy; elj;jg;gl;l r%f-fz;fhzpg;gfKk; 

khw;wj; jpwdhspfs;> jypj;Jfs;> ngz;fs;> goq;Fbfs; cs;spl;l xLf;fg;gl;l 

kf;fspd; gpur;ridfis Mokhf ehd; Gupe;j nfhs;tjw;fhd ngUk; J}z;Ljyhf 

,Ue;jJ. mjdhy; vdJ gj;jpupf;ifahsh; gzp jdpj; jd;ikahdjhf khwpaJ. 

r%fj;jpd; gpur;ridfisg; gw;wpa vdJ Gupjy; NkYk; Mokhdjhf khwpaJ. 

 ngUk;ghYk; murpay; Copau;fs;jhd; jPf;fjph; ehspjiog; gbg;ghh;fs;. 

midj;Jj; jug;gpdUk; thrpf;fpw ehspjohf mjid khw;w Ntz;Lk; vd;w Mir 

,Ue;jJ. mjd; xU gFjpahf fpwp];Jk]; kyh; xd;iw tUle;NjhWk; ntspapLtJ 

vd;W KbT nra;Njhk;. mjpy; kD ghjiu xU fl;Liu vOjpj; jUkhW Nfl;Nld;. 

fl;Liuf;F mtu; itj;j ngau; ,d;Wk; epidj;J epidj;Jg; ghu;f;fj; J}z;lf; 

$baJ. 

“xU Kw;Nghf;Ff; fpwp];jtd; ,e;Jj;thit vjph;nfhs;fpwhd;” 
me;jf; fl;Liuapd; %ykhf mtu;> ,e;Jj;thTf;F vjpuhd mwg; Nghuhl;lj;ij 

vt;thW elj;j Ntz;Lk; vd;W topfhl;bdhh;. Topghl;L Md;kPf czh;T FiwthfTk; 

r%f khw;wj;Jf;fhd nray;ghl;L Md;kPf czh;T mjpfkhfTk; fpw];Jk]; kyu;fs; 

rpy tUlq;fs; jPf;fjpupd; nrd;idg; gjpg;gpy; ntspahfpd. mtw;wpy; ntspahd mtuJ 

fl;Liufs; jdpj;jd;ikahdit. 

 fpwp];Jk]; kyu;fSf;fhd Ntiyfs; nra;Ak;NghJ jhd; kD ghjupd; kw;w 

gupkhzq;fis ehd; czh;e;Njd;. mtNuhL vd;dhy; Md;kPfk;> mwptpay;> 
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nghUshjhuk; vd vijg; gw;wpAk; Ngr KbAk;. md;G epiwe;j xU mwk;rhu; 

r%fj;ij cUthf;Ftjw;fhd gzpfspy; mtu; vt;tsT J}uk; nrayhw;wp 

te;jpUf;fpwhh; vd;gij mg;NghJjhd; ehd; czh;e;Njd;. 

 xU ehs; mtuplkpUe;J Nghd; te;jJ. “ePjpuh[d;> ghju; RNu\; tUthq;f. 

Njitahdijr; nra;Aq;f” vd;whh;. 
 nfhQ;r Neuj;jpy; jPf;fjph; ehspjo; mYtyfj;Jf;F mUl; je;ij RNu\; 

te;jhh;. nrq;fy;gl;L mUNf cs;s jr;R+h; fpuhkj;jpy; jypj; fpwp];jtu;fs; 

Njthyaj;jpy; rhjpa ghFghLfSf;F Mshfp te;jdh;. me;jg; gpur;ridia 

Clfq;fSf;Ff; nfhz;LNghf Ntz;Lk; vd;W nrhd;dhu;. 

 ghjh; RNu\Pk; ehDk; Clfq;fspd; MjuitAk; ,af;fq;fspd; MjuitAk; 

me;j Nghuhl;lj;Jf;F nfhz;Lte;Njhk;. jPz;lhik xopg;G Kd;dzp fhQ;rpGuk; 

khtl;lj;jpy; cUthfp mjd; jiytuhf tof;fwpQh; ghujp mz;zh Nju;thdJk; 

jr;R+h; gpur;ridapy; rw;W khw;wk; Vw;gl;lJ. 
 ,d;Wk; ghjh; RNu\; xLf;FKiwf;F vjpuhd Nghuhl;lj;ij fiy> gz;ghL> 

njhopy;El;gk; cs;spl;l gy jsq;fspy; nfhz;Lnry;fpwhh;. mtUld; ehDk; ,ize;J 

gazpf;fpNwd;. 

 kdpj chpikfs; Nkk;ghL kw;Wk; Muha;r;rp mikg;gpd; ,af;Feh; M]p 

ngu;zhd;l]; Nghy gy kdpj chpik fhtyu;fis cUthf;fpa mikg;G 

fj;Njhypf;fg; gy;fiyf;fof khztu; ,af;fkhd ma;f;f/g; mjd; nghWg;ghsh; vd;w 

Kiwapy; kD ghju; Mw;wpa gzpfisg; gw;wp r%fg; gzpfs; Mw;Wfpw gyUk; 

,d;Wk; rpyhfpj;Jg; NgRtij gy Neuq;fspy; Nfl;fpNwd;. mtuJ me;jg; gzpfs; ehL 

jOtpa mstpy; r%fj;jpd; kPJ Mokhd jhf;fj;ijr; nrYj;jpapUf;fpd;wd. 

 jypj; kf;fSf;fhd nghUshjhu cupikfis cWjp nra;fpw rpwg;Gf; $W 

jpl;lk; vd;gJ ,e;jpa murpd; nrayhsuhf gp.v];. fpU\;zd; I.V.v]; mtu;fs; 

gzpahw;wpaNghJ cUthf;fg;gl;l jpl;lk;. ghju; kDTk; ghjh; FkhUk; jkpof murpd; 

$Ljy; jiyikr; nrayhsuhf gzpahw;wp fpwp];Jjh]; fhe;jpNahL ,ize;J rpwg;Gf; 

$W jpl;lk; gw;wpa tpthjj;ij jkpofj;jpy; gutyhf;fpapUf;fpwhh;fs;. mfpy ,e;jpa 

mstpYk; me;jj; jpl;lk; gykiltjw;F jq;fspd; gq;fspg;igr; nrYj;jpapUf;fpwhh;fs;. 

 khu;f;rp];l; fk;A+dp];l; fl;rpapd; Mq;fpy thu ,johd “PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY” 
,y; rpwg;Gf;$W jpl;lk; gw;wpa xU rpd;dr; nra;jp te;jhYk; mjid ehq;fs; 

nfhz;lhbapUf;fpNwhk;. ,d;W mj;jifa R+oy; khwpapUf;fpwJ. rpwg;Gf;$W jpl;lk; 

gw;wpa tpopg;Gzh;T mjpfupj;J te;jpUf;fpwJ. 

 fpwp];jtNk tpLjiyf;fhd xU newpjhd;. MdhYk;;; ‘fpwp];Jt tpLjiy 

,iwapay;’ vd;w Nfhl;ghLk; eilKiwAk; Njhd;wp Md;kPfj;ij kf;fspd; tho;f;ifj; 

NjitfSf;fhd Nghuhl;lj;NjhL NkYk; mjpfkhd msTf;F neUf;fkhff; 

nfhz;LNghapUf;fpwJ. mj;jifa eilKiwNahL “kdpj Fyj;Jf;fhd NritNa 

,iwtDf;Fr; nra;Ak; cz;ikahd topghL” vd;W tho;e;J tpl;ltuhf ghju; kDit 

ehd; ghu;f;fpNwd;. 

 ghju; kD mth;fisr; re;jpj;jJ vd;gJ vdJ tho;f;ifapy; jhf;fq;fis 

cUthf;fpa re;jpg;G. mjw;Fg; gpwF tpupe;j Gjpa cyfj;jpd; thryhf vdf;F mtu; 

,Ue;jpUf;fpwhh;. rpy tUlq;fSf;F Kd;G kD ghju; vd;id mioj;J ghju; Fkhiu 

mwpKfg;gLj;jpdhh;. r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; njhlh;ghd gzpfSf;F ,dpNky; mtiuj; 

njhlh;G nfhs;Sq;fs; vd;whh;. NtW VNjh Kf;fpakhd gzpia kD ghjh; vLj;Jf; 

nfhs;fpwhh;. ehk; mbf;fb mtiuj; njhlh;G nfhz;L njhe;juT nfhLj;Jtplf; $lhJ 

vd;w czh;tpy; mjw;Fg; gpwF nghJthf vdf;Fk; mtUf;Fk; Md re;jpg;Gfs; 
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Fiwe;jd. MdhYk; mt;tg;NghJ njhiyNgrpapy; Ngrpf;nfhs;Ntd;. nrd;idf;F mtu; 

tUk;Nghnjy;yhk; Kbe;jtiuf;Fk; ghu;j;JtpLNtd;. 

 jp ,e;J jkpo; ehspjo; Muk;gp;f;fg;gl;l NghJ mij epWtpa Kjy; Mrphpah; 

FO cWg;gpdu;fspy; ehDk; xUtd;. ehd;fhz;LfSf;Fk; Nkyhf me;jg; gzp 

gugug;ghf ,Ue;jJ. mJTk; vdf;Fk; ghjUf;Fk; Md Neub re;jpg;Gfisf; Fiwj;jJ. 

 xU tUlj;Jf;F Kd;G> Eq;fk;ghf;fk; uapy; epiyak; ,wq;fp> yNahyh 

fy;Y}hpapd; Rw;Wr; Rth; mUNf ele;J te;Jnfhz;bUe;Njd;. vdf;F vjpupy; kD ghju; 

ele;J te;jf;nfhz;bUe;jhh;. Xbr;nrd;W “ghjh; ePjpuh[d; tzf;fk; nrhy;fpNwd;” vd;W 
Kd;dhb Ngha; epd;Nwd;. 

 Kfj;jpy; mu;g;gzpg;gpd; fdpT $bapUe;jJ. xsp nghUe;jpapUe;jhh;. Kfj;jpy; 

xU fPw;W Nghy fisg;G ,Ue;jJ. kd eyj;jpd; cWjpia cly; eyj;jpd; FiyT 

Nrhjpj;Jg; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;bUe;j Neukhff; $l ,Uf;fyhk;. 

“ghju;> cq;fSf;F clk;G rhpapy;iy vd;W Nfs;tpg;gl;Nld;. vg;gbapUf;fPq;f?” 
 
“mJ fplf;FJ tpL. jPz;lhik xopg;G Kd;dzp Ntiyfs; vg;gbapUf;F? Ntzp> 

Foe;ijfs; vg;gb ,Uf;fhq;f? ePAk; rhKNtYk; jpUtz;zhkiy fy;Y}hpf;F vg;Ngh 

tUtPq;f?” fhl;lhw;wpd; Ntfj;NjhL md;G gha;e;jJ. ruru ntd;W gjpy;fs; nrhd;Ndd;. 

rpd;d kTdk;. gpwF Nfl;lhu;. 

“vd;idg; ghh;f;f tukhl;bah eP” 
,e;jf; Nfs;tpapd; njhdpapy; ehd; kpfTk; ghjpf;fg;gl;Nld;. 

Foe;ijfNshL Ngha; kD ghjiug; ghu;f;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W ehDk; NtzpAk; ehs;> 

Neuk; jpl;lkpl;Nlhk;. cz;ikahfNt Kad;Nwhk;. mtuJ gzpfs;> Neuk; fhuzNkh> 

vq;fsJ gzpfs; fhuzNkh njupatpy;iy. VNjh fhuzk;.filrp Neuj;jpy; Nghf 

Kbahj jtWf;F MshNdhk;. epidj;J epidj;J tUe;Jfpw jtWfspy; xd;whf mJ 

khwptpl;lJ. ,dpNky; mtiu Neupy; ghu;f;f KbahJ. 

 

,aw;ifapypUe;J tpise;jth; ,aw;ifNahL fye;Jtpl;lhu;. mtuJ gzpfs; 

gy;yhapuk; ,jaq;fshf khwpapUf;fpd;wd. cq;fSf;F cs;NsAk; mit ,aq;fpf; 

nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd. me;j ,af;fj;jpd; ,irahf mtu; ,Uf;fpwhh;. vdJ ,jaj;jpYk; 

vdJ FLk;gj;jpd; ,jaq;fspYk; me;j ,ir Nfl;fNt nra;fpwJ. 

 

me;j ,irapd; topahf mtiug; ghu;f;fpNwd;. mtuJ gzpfis tp];t&gkha; 

tpupg;gNj ekJ Kd;dhy; cs;s gzp. me;j Ngupirapd; gFjpahf ehKk; khWNthk;. 

mJNt ek;ik ghju; kDit kPz;Lk; juprpf;f itf;Fk;. mtUf;Fs; ek;ik fyf;fTk; 

itf;Fk;.      

 

jpU.ePjpuh[d; 

%j;j gj;jphpf;ifahsH  
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,uq;fy; ftpij 

kD> 

fd;Wf;Fl;bf;fhf> jd; kfid gopnfhz;l  

kDePjp Nrhod; ,y;iy ekJ kD> 

capUf;F gjpy; capH vLg;gJ cfe;jJ MfhJ vDk;  

cahpa Nehf;NfhL kuz jz;lidia kWf;Fk; kD my;Nghd;]; ,tH. 

kD> 

kdpjHfis ghFgLj;Jk; kD];kpUjp vDk; kDjHk kD my;y> rdhjdj;ij 

NtuWf;Fk;> rkjHkj;ij typAWj;Jk;> rkj;Jtj;ij NfhhpLk; kD my;Nghd;]; ,tH. 

kD> 

Nfhhpf;if kD vd Nfhbl;L fhl;lyhk; my;yJ  

Nfhhpf;if kD vd Nfhbl;L nfhs;syhk;. 

Vnddpy;> 

tho;ehs; KOtJk; Viofspd; gf;fNk epd;w  

,NaR rigapd; fhuy; khHf;]; vq;fspd; kD. 

mUl;gzpahsH kD my;Nghd;]; mtHfs;> 

mUl;gzpahsH vd miof;f vdf;F NjhzNtapy;iy 

mg;gb mtH vd;dplk; mZfpaNj ,y;iy. 

Mk;> 

mq;fpNahL vd;id mZfpajpy;iy> 

iggpNyhL mtiug; ehd; ghHj;jjpy;iy. 

ez;guhf> Njhouhf> cwtpduhfNt el;G ghuhl;bdhH. 

khe;j Nea rpe;jidahsuhf> 

khDltpay; nray;ghl;lhsuhfNt  

kDtpd; Njhoik ePbj;jJ.  

mg;gbahapd;> 

mUl;gzpahsHfspy; mt;thW ,y;iyah vd;why;> 

mg;gb mHj;jk; nfhs;s Ntz;lhk;  

mjw;Fk; rhd;whfNt cs;shH> mUl;je;ij kD my;Nghd;];. 

mk;Ngj;fhpaj;ij mbnahl;ba ,thpd; tho;T> 

mk;Ngj;fH thOk; fhyj;jpy; mike;jpUe;jhy;> 

,NaR rigia ghuhl;ba mk;Ngj;fH  

NrHj;Nj Fwpg;gplg;gl;bUg;ghH> ekJ kDtpd; ngaiuAk;. 

cyf mwpthspfspy; xUtuhd mk;Ngj;fUf;F> 

xUehs; kD my;Nghd;]; vd;nwhUtH> 

NrR rigapy; NrUthH vdf; fzpj;jpUf;f $LNkh 
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kDjHkj;ij jd; tho;ehs; KOtJk; vjpHj;j> 

je;ij nghpahUf;Fk; gpbj;jpUf;Fk; kDthapw;Nw ek; kD. 

kDtpd; Njhw;wj;ij kdf; fz;zpy; epWj;Jfpd;Nwd;> 

Vior;rphpg;Gk;> Vo;ikapd; ntspg;ghLNk> 

vjpuha; te;J cUtkha; mtjhpf;fpd;wJ. 

epiwe;j ePiug; Nghy;> jJk;ghky;> jj;jspf;fpd;wJ kDtpd; ep;idTfs;.  

,tH ,we;jjhf> ,tH ek;Gk; ,iwtDk; Vw;fkhl;lhH> 

,tH kiwe;jjhf> ,tiu Nerpf;Fk; kf;fSk; vz;zkhl;lhH.  

epiwtho;T nfhz;ltH epidTfspy; ePq;fhJ tho;thH. 

MNuhf;fpaj;jpy; ftdk; nrYj;Jq;f> Md kl;Lk; Xa;T vLq;f vd;Nwhk;  

vkJ Ngr;ir Vd; Nfl;fhky; Nghdha;? 

filrpahf kUj;JtkidapYk; iffisg; gw;wpagb $wpNdd;  

“vspjpy; vq;fis gphpatpl khl;Nlhk; 
Ntz;Lkhapd; vdJ MAspypUe;J  

rpy Mz;Lfis vLj;Jf; nfhs;Sq;fs;” vd;Nwd;. 
vjidf; Nfl;lha; ,jidf; Nfl;gjw;F…? 

jhd; gpwUf;fhfj;jhd;> jdf;fhf gpwhpy;iy vDk;  

jj;Jtk; nfhz;ltuhapw;Nw  

kzpkhwd; kzp my;Nghd;]ha; vd;dpy; cd;idf; fz;NlNd!  

kD my;Nghd;]; kD khwdha; vd;dpy; cd;idf; fz;lhNa! 

ek; ,UtUf;Fkhd el;G el;rj;jpuk; Nghd;wJ. 

tPjp ehlf ty;YeH ghjy; rHf;fhhpd; tpUg;gkhd ez;gH eP> 

tho;tpay; muq;f N[hdj;jd; ghf;]pd; tho;j;Jf;Fhpa NjhoH eP. 

Ngr itj;J Nfl;gha; Ngr;rhsHfs; cUthtH@  

ebf;f nrhy;yp ghHg;gha; ebfHfs; cUthtH@ 

vOjr; nrhy;yp urpg;gha; vOj;jhsHfs; cUthtH@ 

nrayhw;wpf; fhl;Ltha; nray;ghl;lhsHfs; cUthtH@ 

gyiu gl;il jPl;ba gapw;rpg; ghriw eP. 

ciuahLNthk;> cwthLNthk;> cwq;f kWg;Nghk;> 

murpay;> fiy> ,yf;fpak;> FLk;gk; vd midj;ijAk; NgRNthk;  

me;j ehs; kPz;Lk; jpUk;ghNj vDk;nghOJ 

mbkdJ typf;fpd;wJ. 

vg;NghJ mioj;jhYk; tUthNa> 

,g;NghJk; miof;fpd;Nwd; tUthah? 

rpWghd;ikapdH> ghypay; rpWghd;ikapdH> 

kPdtH> ngz;fs;> jypj;Jfs;> goq;Fbfs; vd  

gue;j kdg;ghd;ik nfhz;l Nrhpf;fz; nfhz;ltNu 

ghFghLfis Vw;fhj Nrhp ,jak; nfhz;ltNu  

Mzhjpf;fk;> [hjpak;> xw;iwf; fyhr;rhuk;> 

kjthjk;> Vfhjpgj;jpak; vd Mo;e;J rpe;jpf;Fk; Mw;wyhsNu  
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Mok; nrd;W Mo;e;J cwq;Ffpd;whNah? 

cd; fy;yiwAk; fij nrhy;Yk;@  

ele;jJ ,Wjp CHtyk; my;y> 

giwAld; ele;j njhlf;fk; vd;W 

,sk; FUkhHfSf;F ,Wjpahf xd;W nrhy;Yfpd;Nwd; 

kD my;Nghd;]ha; tho;e;J ghUq;fs>;  

,NaRTk; cq;fis tho;j;jp kfpo;thH. 

 

kzpkhwd; 

,af;FdH – Mrhd; 

Gj;jH fiyf;FO. 

 

  

“I have heard the cry of my people” 

– Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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rptfq;if khtl;lj;jpy; mike;Js;s ‘V%d;’ vd;W miof;fg;gl;l rpd;dQ;rpwpa 

fpuhkkhd ,ilf;fhl;̂ h; Gdpj G+kpapNy> ntw;wpiyf; nfhbf;fhy; %yk; tptrhak; 

nra;Jte;j fpwp];jth;fspilNa gpwe;j jpUthsh; Nf.V.v]; kDNty;> jpUkjp. Nuhrhhp 

jk;gjpfSf;F %d;whtJ Kj;jhf gpwe;jth; jhd; ekJ ‘kDmy;Nghd;];’. 
 ,ilf;fhl;Lh; gw;wp xU rpy thh;j;ijfs; njhptpf;f tpUk;GfpNwd;. mUl;je;ij 

ngh;bdhd;l; nry;]; Nr.r vd;w gq;Fje;ij gpuhd;]; ehl;bypUe;J ,e;jpahtpw;F xU 

kiwg; Nghjfuhf te;J ,ilfhl;̂ hpNy 10 Mz;Lfs; gzpahw;wp xU mofhd 

Nfhj;jpf; fl;blf; fiyapy; jpU ,Uja Mz;ltUf;F chpj;jhd ,t;thyaj;jpy; 

gzpahw;wp te;jhh;. mg;NghJ gpuhd;]; ehl;ilr; Nrh;e;j xU rPkhl;b ‘khpa md;dhs;’ 
vd;gtu; nghpa njhifAld; ,tiu mZfp gpuhd;]; ehl;bYs;s “hPk;];” efhpYs;s 

Nguhyaj;ijg; Nghd;w xU Myaj;ij gq;Fj; je;ijapd; %ykhf fl;bAs;s 

,f;Nfhtpy; jhd; ,g;NghJ ,Uf;Fk; jpU ,Uja Mz;lthpd; MyakhFk;. 

 ,t;thW NgUk; GfOk; ngw;w ,ilf;fhl;̂ h; kz;zpypUe;J te;jth; jhd; ekJ 

‘kD my;Nghd;];’ rpW tajpy; Foe;ijahf ,Ue;j NghJ xU ehs; fhiyapy; if> 
fhy; ,Of;f [d;dp te;J Jbf;f Muk;gpj;jhh;. vdJjhAk;> je;ijAk; mtiuj; 

J}f;fpf; nfhz;L mUfpYs;s kUj;Jtkidf;F Xbdhh;fs;. ehq;fSk; XbNdhk;. 

ghpNrhjid nra;j kUj;Jth; gag;gl Ntz;lhk;> ,J xUtif [d;dp> vd;d jhd; 

kUj;Jtk; ghh;j;jhYk; ,e;j [d;dp 12 taJtiu tUk;> ehd; nfhLj;j kUe;ij 

[d;dp tUk; Nghnjy;yhk; if fhy;fspYk; Nja;j;Jtpl mwpTiu toq;fpdhh;. 

mt;thNw 12 taJtiu ‘kDmy;Nghd;];’ [d;dpahy; gy f\;lq;fis mDgtpj;jth;. 

ngw;Nwhh; kPJ gf;jpAk; khpahijAk; mjpfk; nfhz;ltuhf tho;e;J te;jth;. vq;fs; 

jhahh; rikayiwapy; gzp GhpAk; NghJ cld; nrd;W cjtp nra;thh;. ,d;Wk; mth; 

nra;j mhpa nray;fis vd;dhy; kwf;f Kbatpy;iy. 

 kJiu> NjtNfl;il> jpUr;rp Nghd;w Ch;fspYs;s fpwp];jt gs;spfspy; gbj;J 

gp.v];.rp gbj;J Kbj;j gpd;dNu FUj;Jt epiyf;F nrd;wth;. FUthf gy ,lq;fspy; 

gzpahw;wp ,Wjp fhyj;jpy; nrd;idapYs;s nyhNahyh fy;Y}hpapy; jq;fp 

jpUtz;zhkiy khtl;lj;jpYs;s ‘Ntl;ltyk;’ vd;w ChpNy eype;j gphptpdUf;F 

fy;Y}hpapy; jq;fp gzpahw;wpte;jhh;. 

 ,t;thW mUk;gzpahw;wp te;j epiyapy; ,ja Neha;f;fhf rpfpr;ir ngw;W 

te;jfhyj;jpNy ahUk; vjph;ghuhj epiyapNy 2018 etk;ghpNy ek;iktpl;L gphpe;J 

,iwtdplk; milf;fyk; GFe;Js;shh;. md;dhhpd; ,Wjprlq;Ffspy; $l vd;dhy; 

fye;J nfhs;s Kbatpy;iynad;w epiyapy; nrhy;nyhd;dh Jauj;jpy; tho;e;J 

tUfpNwd;. 

 md;dhhpd; Md;kh ,iwtdplk; epj;jpa ,isg;ghhpia ngw;W tUthh; vd 

ek;Gk;. 

 

-md;Gk; ghrKKs;s mz;zd;. 

jpU.,Ujauhi[ah 
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,dpatUk; khkdpjUkhd my;Nghd;]; je;ij.kD 

 

jk; gpwg;G Kjy; ,wg;G tiu jk; tho;tpy; md;igAk;> ,dpikiaAk; gpd;gw;wp 

mtw;iw vq;fs; cs;sq;fspy; tpijj;Jr; nrd;wtu; my;Nghd;];> kDNty; 

my;Nghd;]; vd;Wk; my;yJ RUf;fkhf kD vd;Wk; miof;fg;gLk; my;Nghd;]pd; 

cz;ikahd ngau; (jpUKOf;fpd; NghJ nfhLf;fg;gl;l ngau;) my;Nghd;]; fpwp];Njh 

jh]; vd;gjhFk;. etk;gh jpq;fs; ,Wjpapy; tUk; fpwp];J muru; ngUtpohitNa 

mtupd; ngau; nfhz;l tpohthff; nfhz;lhb kfpo;e;jpUf;fpNwhk;.. kDNty; vd;gJ 

vq;fSila mg;ghtpd; ngah;. 

1960-fspy; NjtNfhl;il Nj gphpl;Nlh cah;epiyg;gs;spapy; ehd; 9Mk; 

epiyapYk; mth; 7Mk; epiyapYk; gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;j fhyj;jpy;jhd; mtiuf; 

$u;e;J Nehf;fj; njhlq;fpNdd;. me;ehl;fspNyNa mtu; mjpu;e;Jk; Ngr khl;lhh;. 

mdhtrpakhd fhupaq;fs; gw;wpAk; Ngrkhl;lhu; “my;Nghd;]; nuhk;g nghWikrhypg;gh” 
vd;W vd; mk;kh mbf;fb vq;fsplk; $Wthh;. vq;fs; rNfhju>rNfhjhpfs; vOtupy; 

mwpT [PtpahfTk; mNj rkak; kpFe;j mlf;fkhfTk; tho;e;J vq;fisnay;yhk; jk; 

tho;thy; gpukpf;f itj;jtu; mtu;. ,NaR rigapy; jhd; xU cWg;gpdu; vd;gjpy; 

vg;NghJNk mtUf;F kpFe;j ngUik cz;L> mtupd; ‘,iwg;gw;Wk; ,iw 

ek;gpf;ifAk; Mokhdit. mNefUf;F mJ Gupatpy;iy. Mdhy; vd;dhy; cWjpahfr; 

nrhy;y KbAk;. mtupd; Md;kPf tho;T myhjpahdJ@ mw;GjkhdJ. jdp n[gj;jpy; 

mtu; Cd;wpapUe;jij ehd; mNef rkaq;fspy; ghu;j;Js;Nsd;. ehq;fs; 

Mz;bw;nfhUKiw FLk;gq;fshf xd;wpize;J $Lk; NghJ mtu; epiwNtw;Wk; 

jpUg;gypapy; mtupd; Ngr;R (kiwAiu) mtupd; Mokhd ,iwad;igAk; ,iw 

ek;gpf;ifiaAk; gpujpgypg;gjhfNt mike;jpUf;Fk;. 

vq;fs; FLk;gj;jpy; mtu; vdf;F Neu; ,isatu; vd;gjhy; mNdf rkaq;fspy; 

njhiyNgrpapYk; rpy rkaq;fspy; NeubahfTk; mtuplk; vd; gpur;ridfisg;gw;wp 

NgrpaNghJ mtu; $wpa ,uz;L! cz;ikfis xUehSk; ehd; kwe;jjpy;iy. 

vf;fhuzk;nfhz;Lk; ,iwtdpd; Ngupuf;fk; kPJ mtek;gpf;if nfhs;syhfhJ vd;Wk; 

,iwtdpd; mUisg;ngw mtuplk; KOikahf ruz; miltNj mtrpakhdJ vdTk; 

mbf;fb $Wthh;. 

 NkYk; vq;fs; FLk;gq;fs; midj;Jk; xd;W Nrh;e;J re;jpf;Fk; 

rkaq;fspnyy;yhk; mtu; epiwNtw;Wk; jpUg;gypapy; “cq;fspilNa vj;jidNah 

fUj;J NtWghLfs; ,Uf;fyhk;> Mdhy; vg;nghOJk; xd;W gl;L epy;Yq;fs;. NkYk;> 

,e;j xw;Wikia cq;fs; tUq;fhy jiyKiwapduplKk; tsh;j;njLf;f Kaw;rp 

nra;Aq;fs;” vd;ghh;. 
 

jk;gp my;Nghd;]plk; ehDk; vd;Dila kw;w cld;gpwg;GfSk; tpae;J ghuhl;Lk; ,U 

gz;Gfs; mtupd; gzpTk; JzpTk; MFk;. ehd; Vw;fdNt Fwpg;gpl;Ls;sgb my;Nghd;]; 

xU rpwe;j mwpT [Ptp- vd;gjpy; vtUf;Fk; Iakpy;iy. mth; nghUshjhu KJfiy 

gl;lg;gbg;gpy Kjy; khztuhf te;jJ gyUf;F njupahky; ,Uf;fyhk;. ,NaR 

rigiar; rhu;e;j mNdf mUl;gzpahsu;fs; mtupd; mwpTf; $h;ikiag; gw;wp 

vd;dplk; ngUikahfr; nrhy;yp cs;sdh;. my;Nghd;]; Ngr;rpYk;> vOj;jpYk; rpwe;J 

tpsq;fpdhu;. mNefh; mthplk; te;J jk; kdf;ftiyfisf; $wp mtuplkpUe;J jf;f 

MNyhridfisg; ngw;Wr; nry;tij ehd; ghu;j;jpUf;fpNwd;. ,j;jifa ngUikfisg; 

ngw;w my;Nghd;]; xUehSk; jd;idg;gw;wp cau;thf 

vz;zpaJkpy;iy>NgrpaJkpy;iy. vg;nghOJNk my;Nghd;]; vspa cilfisNa 

cLj;Jthu;. mj;jifa cilfSk; xU rpy kl;Lk;jhd; mtuplk; ,Uf;Fk;. 
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my;Nghd;]; kpfr;rpwe;j Jzpr;rYilatu;@ vjw;Fk; fyq;fhjth; rpy 

Mz;LfSf;F Kd; mtUf;F ,ja thy;T khw;W mWit rpfpr;ir eilngw;wNghJ 

mtu; fhl;ba Jzpr;ry; myhjpahdJ mtu; gs;spapy; gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jNghJ fPNo 

tpOe;jjhy; Njhs;gl;il %l;L ,wq;fp tpl;lJ. ,Wjptiu mJ mtupd; ,Wjp 

ehl;fspy; mtu; rupahftpy;iy. Mdhy;> xU ehSk; mtu; mijg;gw;wp 

ftiyg;gl;ljpy;iy. mDgtpj;j Ntjidfs; kpfkpff; nfhbait. mitaidj;ijAk; 

kpFe;j JzpTld; Vw;Wf; nfhz;lhu;. mj;jifa rkaq;fspy; mtu; kyu;e;j 

Kfj;JlNdNa fhzg;gl;lhu;. 

flTspd; jpUTsk; mtu; vq;fistpl;Lg; gpupa Ntz;Lnkd;gjhf ,Ue;jJ. 

vq;fs; FLk;gj;jpy; ,Ue;j xNuxU mUl;gzpahsUk; ,y;yhky; Ngha;tpl;lhNu vd;gNj 

vq;fsJ MwhJaukhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ. ,Ug;gpDk;> flTspd; topfs; ek; topfspypUe;J 

khWgl;lit vd;gij ehq;fs; ek;Gtjhy; mtupd; gpupit ,iwj;jpUTskhf Vw;Wf; 

nfhz;Nlhk;. epr;rak;> my;Nghd;]; ,d;W flTspd; jpUKf xspapy; jpisj;jpUg;ghu; 

vd ek;gp ehq;fs; xUth; xUtiu Njw;wpf; nfhs;fpNwhk;. fhyq;fs; cs;stiu 

my;Nghd;]pd; kyu;e;j KfKk; Mw;wy;kpF mDgtq;fSk; vq;fspy; epiyj;jpUf;Fk;. 

 

-jpU.k. tpf;lh;  

jpUr;rp 

 

jpU. Nf. v];. kDNty; kw;Wk; jpUkjp. I. Nuh]hp 
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rupj;jpu ehafd; mz;zd; my;Nghd;]; 

“gpwg;;G rk;gtk; 
,wg;G rupj;jpuk;” 

 ,e;j tupfSf;F KO nrhe;jf;fhuuha; tho;e;J JwT epiyapy; khngUk; 

rupj;jpuk; gilj;jtu; mz;zd; my;Nghd;];. 

“tho;f;if vd;gJ Nrhjid 
mjpy; tUtJjhd; Ntjid” 

 

 me;j tho;f;ifia ntw;wpf; nfhs;tJjhd; rhjid vd;gjw;Nfw;g xt;nthU 

ehSk; Nrhjid> rhjidiaj; jhz;b> ey;yJ> epahak; vdf; fz;ljw;fhf tho;e;J 

rhjid gilj;J> rupj;jpuj;jpy; ,lk; ngw;W tpl;Bu;fs;. 

,Wjp Cu;tyj;jpd; NghJ vOe;j giw ,irAk;> tpz; mjpu vOe;j giw ,irAk;> 

tpz; mjpu vOe;j Nfh\q;fSNk mjw;F rhl;rp. ,Wjp jpUg;gypapd; NghJ 

xt;nthUtUk; cq;fsJ ntw;wpfukhd rupj;jpu gaz tho;f;ifiar; nrhd;d NghJ 

ehq;fs; midtUk; tpae;J epd;Nwhk;. kJiuapy; ele;j mQ;rypf; $l;lj;jpy; 

cq;fisg; gw;wpa Mtzg;glk; fz;lNghJ> fw;gidf; $lr; nra;Jg; ghu;f;fhj 

mstpw;F khngUk; rupj;jpuk; gilj;Js;sPu;fs;. ,e;jr; rpwpa cUtpw;Fs; ,j;jifa 

rhjid vg;gb epfo;e;jJ vd;W Mr;rupag;gLfpNwhk;. 

mg;gh gpwe;j ehs; rdtup 1. ePq;fs; gpwe;j ehs; rdtup 2. mg;ghtplkpUe;j mNj 

Gd;dif> vspik> jho;r;rp> fyq;fhj kdij mg;gbNa ngw;W> filrptiu 

,iwtDf;F Vw;w J}a Jwtwj;ij Nkw;nfhz;L rupj;jpuk; gilj;Jtpl;Bu;fs;. 

rpWtajpy; vdf;F fzpjKk;> Mq;fpyKk; nrhy;;ypf;nfhLj;J> nghWikAld;> fdpTld; 

ele;Jf; nfhz;lJ vd; fz;Kd;Nd tUfpwJ. ePq;fs; Jwtwk; Vw;f epidj;jNghJ 

mk;kh cq;fs; gpupit vz;zp mOjhu;fs;. Mdhy;> mg;gh FUj;Jtj;jpd; kfpikia 

vLj;Jr; nrhy;yp mk;khitj; Njw;wpaJ vd; epidtpw;F tUfpwJ. mg;ghtpd; 

Mirg;gbNa Jwtw tho;f;ifia ve;j mg;gOf;Fk; ,d;wp tho;e;J rupj;jpuk; gilj;J 

tpl;Bu;fs;. 

vd;Dld; gpwe;j 5 rNfhjuu;fspy; 4 NgUila ghrk; jpUf;FLk;g ghrk;. cq;fsJ 

ghrk; ,iwahrPu; ghrk;. me;j ,iwahrPu; ,dp fpilf;fhNj vd;W vz;Zk; NghJ 

NtjidAk;> tpz;ZyfpypUe;J ,iwahrPu; epr;rak; toq;FtPu;fs; vd;Wk; MWjy; 

ngWfpNwhk;.  

ek;gpf;iffs; ,y;yhtpl;lhy; gyUf;F ehis vd;gJ vd;Nwh nrj;J ,Uf;Fk;. vq;fs; 

ftiyfspd; NghJ ek;gpf;ifia nfhLj;J> ,iwtdplk; Ntz;Lq;fs;> ftiy 

Ntz;lhk; vd;W MWjy; gLj;jpa mz;zd; ,y;iyNa vd;W fz;fs; fyq;Ffpd;wd. 

ePq;fs; vq;fNshL tho;e;j fhyj;jpy; Jwtw tho;f;ifapy; ,iwtdpd; mUNshL> r%f 

Nritfs;> vspatu;fs; tho cjTtPu;fs; vd;Wjhd; epidj;Njhk;. ,g;gbnahU rupj;jpu 

ehafdha; tho;e;Js;sPu;fs; vd;W xt;nthU ehSk; nra;jpfs; Nfl;Fk; NghJ> 

cq;fNshL gpwe;jjw;F ,iwtDf;F ed;wp $WfpNwhk;. 

cq;fsJ rupj;jpu gazj;ijAk;> fdTfisAk;> gzpiaAk; njhlu;e;J elj;jp tUk; 

vy;yh rNfhjuu;fSf;Fk; ,iwtdpd; MrPu; fpilf;fTk;> tsKld; thoTk; 

Ntz;LfpNwhk;. 

ed;wp 

 

 - jpUkpF. rpd;duhzp 
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gy FUf;fisAk; fd;dpaiuAk; je;j ghuk;gupak; kpf;f fj;Njhypf;f 

FLk;gj;jpy; te;j my;/Nghd;]; ,ay;gpNyNa vspikAk; nghWikAk; nfhz;ltuha; 

,Ue;jjhy; xU FUthf mtu; Kbntbj;j NghJ FLk;gj;jpy; ngupjhf Mr;rupak; 

Vw;gltpy;iy. Mdhy; mikjpf;F Kd;Djhuzkhf FLk;gj;jpy; vq;fs; ngw;Nwhu;fshy; 

vd;idg;Nghd;w ,isatu;fSf;F Rl;b fhl;lg;gl;l me;j my;Nghd;]; gpd;dhl;fspy; 

kDthf gpd;du; mtiu xU ruhrhp FUthf kl;LNk fw;gid nra;J ,Ue;j rpyUf;F 

Gupahj GjpuhfTk; vz;zw;w gyjug;G kf;fSf;F ngUikf;Fupa milahskhfTk; 

cUntLj;jJ cz;ikapy; Mr;rupak;. mJTk; khwptUk; cyfpw;F Vw;g jq;fs; 

nfhs;iffis khw;wpf; nfhs;gtu; kj;jpapy; xU Jwtpahf rhjp ,d kj Ngjkpy;yhj 

xU Gjpa r%f khw;wj;Jf;fhd mtu; nfhs;ifapy; filrp khwhky; mtuhy; vg;gb 

,Uf;f Kbe;jJ. mjdhy; re;jpj;j vjpu;g;Gfs;> rthy;fs; mj;jidiaAk; ijupakhf 

vjpu;nfhs;Sk; kdj;jpld; mtUf;F vg;gb fpilj;jJ vd;W ehd; gy jUzq;fspy; 

epidj;J Mr;rupag;gl;lJ cz;L. mtuJ 40 tajpy; ma;/f;fg; nghWg;ghsuhf mth; 

,Ue;jNghJ ehd; mtuplk; fz;l rKjha fPo;kl;lj;jpy; ,Ue;jth;fs; kPjhd 

mf;fiwAk; mjpfhuk;> Mlk;guj;jpd; kPJ mtUf;F ,Ue;j ntWg;Gk; mtuJ 70 

tajpYk; khwhky; Fiwahky; ,Ue;jij ghu;j;J tpae;J ,Uf;fpNwd;. ,NjNghy; 

mtuplk; tpaf;f itj;j kw;Wk; xU gz;G FLk;gj;jpy; cs;sth;fsplk; jd;NdhL 

ciog;gth;fs; kw;Wk; ez;gu;fspd; rhjidfis ngupjhf NgRk; mtu; jd; 

rhjidfis gw;wpNah jdf;F fpilj;j ghuhl;Lfis gw;wpNah xUNghJk; NgrpaNj 

,y;iy.  

mtu; tho;tpd; filrp 2>3 Mz;Lfs; nrd;idapy; mtiu mbf;fb re;jpf;Fk; 

tha;g;G fpilj;jjhy; mtu; vd;NdhL gfpu;e;J nfhz;l rpe;jidfs; mbg;gilapy; 

vdJ yl;rpak; kw;Wk; Kaw;rpfis RagupNrhjid nra;Ak; tha;g;G fpilj;jJ. 

mg;NghJ xU Kiw mtuJ nray;ghLfs; gw;wp Ngr;R te;j NghJ ehd; mtuplk; 

ePq;fs; rKjha khw;wj;Jf;fhf ,j;jid Mz;Lfs; ,t;tsT cioj;J te;jpUe;Jk; 

cq;fspd; gq;fspg;G ntspNa ,e;j cyfj;Jf;F njupe;jpUf;fpwJ vd;W 

epidf;fpwPu;fsh vd;W Nfl;Nld;. clNd mtu; rpupj;Jtp;l;L nrhd;dhu; eP kw;w rpy 

r%f khw;wj;jpwf;fhd Mh;tyu;fis ghu;j;J tpl;L Nfl;gJ GupfpwJ. mtu;fs; 

kuq;fspy; khw;wq;fis nfhz;Ltu cioj;Jnfhz;L ,Ug;gjhy; ntspNa njupfpwJ. 

Mdhy; ehd; kuq;fspd; mbapy; mjd; MzpNtupy; khw;wj;jpw;fhd nray;ghLfis 

nra;tNj r%fj;Jf;F ey;yJ vd;W epidf;fpNwd;. mjd; gyd; njupa rpy fhyk; 

Mfyhk; vd;whh;. ,g;gb vijAk; GjpjhfTk; tpj;jpahrkhfTk; rpe;jpj;J nra;J te;j 

mtu;. jd;idg; NghyNt jd;id Rw;wp gzpj;jyj;jpy; ,Ug;gth;fs; kl;Lky;yhJ jd; 

FLk;gj;jpy; cs;stu;fSk; Gjpa rpe;jidNahL ,Uf;fNtz;Lk; vd;W tpUk;Gthh;. 

mg;gb FLk;gj;jpy; rpyu; Gjpjhf rpe;jpj;J nray;gLtij ghu;j;J mth;fisg;gw;wp 

kw;wtu;fsplk; ngUikahf NgRthu; NgRtNjhL epd;W tplhky; mtu;fSf;F Cf;fKk; 

MjuTk; je;J mtu; Jiz epd;wJ vd;id Nghd;W xU rpyUf;Nf njupAk;. ,g;gb 

jd; gzptho;tpy; re;jpg;gtu;fs; kw;Wk; FLk;gj;jpy; cs;stu;fs; vy;Nyhupd; eyk; 

tpUk;gpahd mtu; cly;eyk; Fd;wp ,Ue;jNghJk; mtu; tof;fkhf vg;NghJk; 

,Ug;gJNghy GjpJ Gjpjhf rpe;jpj;J nfhz;Lk; jPtpukhf <Lgl;L nfhz;Lk; 

,Ue;jjhy; fle;j Kiw Nghy ,k;KiwAk; kPz;L tUthu;> ,d;Dk; rpy fhyk; ek; 

kj;jpapy; ,Ug;ghu; vd;W epidj;J Vkhe;J NghNdhk; vd;Nw nrhy;y Ntz;Lk; vd;id 

nghWj;j tiuapy; jdpg;gl;l Kiwapy; mtu; tho;T kl;Lk; my;y mtu; kuzKk; 

vdf;F ey;ynjhU ghlk;.        

 

-jpU. nry;yJiu 
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Manu was no ordinary person. He was blessed with great acumen and clear thinking. He 
always surprised everyone who came in contact with him with his integrity and sense of 
commitment and his simplicity is no secret. Certainly Manu was a blessing to many but one 
cannot ignore the truth that he was a threat to many more. To the mediocre traditional and 
parochial men he always remained an enigma. To a sizeable Jewish priestly group Christ’s 
exit was a welcome one and I feel it was the same with Manu s death. It is very difficult to 
realize and accept that God not only gives the best but also takes the best. To tell you frankly 
I lost all my respect for death on 17 November 2018. Death is no more a mystery or threat to 
me. I am not telling Manu was blemish less but his openness and boldness to think and 
express will always be cherished by countless men who knew him.  With great difficulty and 
heavy heart I am trying to come in grip with the fact of Manu’s leaving but still I cannot 
suppress the question, Why should Manu leave at this juncture when we and in particular the 
common man the oppressed and the marginalized needed him most?.  But it is no time for 
despair! Manu has inspired innumerable persons and it is our earnest duty to be the torch 
bearers of his enviable vision and incomplete mission. 

-Jeya Kumar  
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His legacy lives on… 

We the Ignatius clan, take enormous pride in the fact that this phenomenon of goodness, clear 
thinking, socially conscious, companionate soul came to be, amongst us as ‘Alphonse’ before 
being transformed as ‘Manu’ to the entire world. As a small cousin who lived in the same 
household and spent my early growing up years in a very integrated family environment, I 
have been a witness to the kind of impact he created quietly in our immediate and extended 
families. My aththai used to say ‘I have given the best fruit of mine to God’ when she 
referred her son Alphonse's calling. He was the super brainy one in the family. Unfortunately, 
I was not around when Alphonse athaan was at home before going to society. He left our big 
family before my arrival. He was the only one who chose priesthood in my generation of the 
Ignatius clan, which followed a generation in which there were more religious people than 
lay people. So, it was curiosity which triggered me to listen to my aththai, when she talked 
about her son Alphonse. He was known for notoriously "not studying at all" . I was told that 
he used to read every single magazine, available at home, from cover to cover, read anything 
he could lay his hands apart from school books, sometimes up until minutes before the 
examinations. May be this is where he gathered worldly awareness and empathy to the 
downtrodden and marginalized in those early days. In spite of this habit of not being serious 
or sincere in reading for his academics, he was the gold medalist all through his college and 
university years. He excelled phenomenally in whatever he chose to do.  

In my growing up years, I had this certain urge like many of us, to do something worthwhile 
and tangible to the surroundings we live in. That urge drew me towards what athaan was 
doing in AICUF during my college years. I was just finishing my degree and time to time I 
came to Madras to venture out into something out of my mould. He was the AICUF director 
at that time. Whenever I came to Madras, I landed up at Sterling road at AICUF for a chat 
with athaan. I cannot forget those moments and conversations which encouraged me to break 
free and think free. On those moments, I thought “Man!! What a treasure it was to have him 
as a mentor, guide and director, to hundreds of raring youngsters, who had tremendous 
amount of unchanneled energy and good intention”. He was THE right man for that position, 
and he took that responsibility made good of the opportunity more than anyone else. He was 
the chief instrumentalist and radical thinker behind transforming AICUF from a catholic 
student federation to a social organization which ferments socially aware young leaders.   

Fast forward to many, many years after, lot of changes in my life, moved out of the country, 
married, kids… All these times, me and athaan never had a chance or time to interact the 
way I wanted, except for brief meetings when I came down to Chennai. But I never lost the 
respect and love I had for him. He was always very eager and genuinely interested in 
knowing what and how I was doing and growing up as socially responsible individual. I was 
in same awe in understanding all the things he was involved with.    

Finally, after 16 years, I returned to Chennai and that gave me opportunity to connect and 
interact with him more frequently. This gave me opportunity to discover another dimension 
of athaan. I grew up in a very religious family which considered the catholic church as the 
pinnacle in the path for spiritual growth. Spirituality and religion were very intertwined in our 
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clan. I had always been a bit of a radical always but still grew up within the framework 
provided by the good catholic family. Over the years, with more wide exposure, learning and 
maturity at all level our mind expands. It did in my case and my thinking about religion, 
spirituality and social awareness changed also. When I lived outside, I could develop and 
practice my thinking and be comfortable with it but when I came back to Chennai with little 
kids into the traditional catholic family framework, it pose a unique challenge. I struggled.I 
was torn between the typical catholic family and my thinking about spirituality and how my 
kids were to be raised. When I reached out to Alphonse athaan, it was like finding an oasis in 
a desert. He was very warm and welcoming. We had some lengthy, deep conversations, those 
were with lot of caring and understanding of what I was going through. It was such a great 
feeling to find someone with such an identical thinking about spiritualty, how religion that we 
were taught, known and used to, need not be the only source and driver to spirituality, more 
importantly, we agreed on how the so-called guardians of the religion had twisted religious 
teaching for personal, commercial intentions and made religion as the BEST profitable 
business. Our thoughts converged in many many aspects and I did not expect that from a 
religious. But of course, Alphonse athaan was the best of socialist and religious.  

 For me understanding this alignment in thinking with athaan was a huge relief. It was such a 
joy to find someone with the same thinking, It was even more special when he was someone 
whom I respected and was a true guardian of the religious value, which is nothing but social 
and human values. It was a very nice feeling when I was able to talk to him without any 
inhibition and hesitations as a friend in spite of 17 years between us. Those conversations and 
the dimension of athaan that I discovered, that put me at ease as a father and helped me to 
grow and mature deeper in spirituality and in my spiritual awareness. I am very aware that he 
instilled the same awareness in countless young minds. 

I am not sure whether I should say I was lucky, but I was one of the few who regularly 
interacted with him during his sick days. It was a devastating moment, I was in the room 
when doctors were trying to revive him in those final hours and minutes. In those moments, I 
kept thinking and screaming inside me in denial “NO. THIS CAN NOT HAPPEN, he is too 
precious to finish like this..’. But he was at peace, his face was glowing with calmness, not a 
sign of pain or struggle as though he was trying to tell me “You do your best, focus on 
planting as many seeds as you can, your legacy will never die, it will live forever”.  I see this 
is happening. He had planted thousands and thousands of seeds, many forests have already 
erupted and many will continue to erupt. His legacy will live forever.  

-Inigo Angelus (Thoma) 
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The man with noble heart, humble soul and great wisdom – epiw Flk;! 

kD vd;W nrhd;d clNd epidTf;F tUtJ mtuJ vspik> jd;dlf;fk;> mikjp> 

md;G> ghpT> ghrk;> Qhdk; mwpT kw;Wk; jd; Jauj;ij nghUl;gLj;jhJ kw;wtiu 

kfpo;tpf;f epidf;Fk; kdk; gpwh;f;F cjt epidf;Fk; Fzk; ,d;Dk; vj;jid 

vj;jid. 

 gl;lq;fs; gy ngw;Wk; vg;Ngh;g; gl;l gjtpfSk; nghWg;Gf;fSk; tfpj;jhYk; 

mjid ntspf;fhl;lhJ rhjhuz kdpjid Nghd;W ,Ue;J kw;wth;fs; jd;id 

vspjhf mZf cjtpa ck; ghq;F mrhjhuzkhdJ. ePh; ,t;Tyif tpl;L gphpe;j 

gpd;dh; jhd;. ePtPh; tfpj;j gjtpfSk;> kf;fSf;F – rpwpath; Kjy; nghpath; tiu ePh; 

Mw;wpa Vuhskhd njhz;LfSk; njhpa te;jJ ck;khy; gadile;Njhh; Vuhsk; mjpy; 

ehDk; xUj;jp vdf;Fk; vd; FLk;gj;jpw;Fk; ePh; nra;j cjtpfs; gygy 

Foe;ijfNshL ,Uf;Fk; NghJ xU Foe;ijaha; mNjhL tpisahbAk;> 

thypgh;fNshL ,Uf;Fk; NghJ mth;fSila ez;gh;fsha;> nghpath;fNshL ,Uf;Fk; 

NghJ mth;fSf;F Vw;whh; Nghy; elg;gJ vd gy ghj;jpuq;fspy; md;dpNahd;ikaha; 

elg;gth; ePh;. 

 ,wf;Fk; jUthapYk; ckJ typiaAk; NtjidiaAk; nghUl;gLj;jhJ 

mr;rkaj;jpy; gpwe;j vd; Ngudpd; cly; eyk; tprhhpj;jPH> mg;NghJ ckf;F Ngr 

rpukkhf ,Ue;jJ. mg;gbapUe;Jk; NICU-tpy; ,Ue;j vd; Ngudpd; eyk; tprhhpj;J 

nrgpg;gjhff; $wpdPh;. 

 ck;ik vg;gb tUzpg;gJ vd;W vdf;F njhpatpy;iy. ckJ Gfohuk; ghl gy 

Nfhb thh;j;ijfs; Ntz;Lk;. ck; Md;kh ,iwtdpy; epj;jpiuaila jpdk; 

nrgpf;fpNwd;. 

 

-mRk;jh nry;tuh[; 

fhiuf;Fb 
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Dear Loving Manu Mama! 
The day when I got the news that you’re no more (17th Nov 2018), I tried to hide my 

feelings, but unfortunately I forgot that my eyes could not stop expressing.  
In my childhood, when I was around 5 to 10 years – is the most unforgettable days 

with you. I never experienced playing with freedom with my grandfather or any other 
relative. 

I never realized that you are growing old; you made me feel so happy, even more than 
my dad, Non-Stop playing with you, when you visited our home, plaiting your hair sitting on 
you back as on a elephant, sitting on your shoulder ……. I still remember that I wrote letters 
asking – when you are coming home again.. I wish to write letters to you again.. I can’t ask 
you to whatsapp me, or share your location, or email me..please get  

 
Super Power from the  angel’s and come back to our home. 
Still many more things are unfinished and pending mama. I requested you Tessie Perima 
(Sr.Clare) and Kumar mama (Fr.John Kumar SJ) to go with us for a family trip, to have fun 
&enjoy. Now to whom shall I ask..all are busy in their work Hope you are watching all this. 
You forgot that I grew up. Two years ago, you asked me whether I know cooking. You asked 
me make a cup of coffee, and we share many things over a cup of coffee, that you relished… 
our balcony talk..you took me out for Dinner, I have seen you enjoying Idly Podi and sea 
food in our home. I am longing for those days to come back..Come lets have party mama.. 
I must tell you something, when they buried you near Loyola church. The strong lavender 
fragrance was around me; I found no flower of lavender there, I like lavender fragrance, so I 
understood that you are near me. I want you to accompany me always.  
 
Ranjith Jenifer – Dubai 
(Niece of Sr. Clare) 
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Fr Manu, was a small made man with a clear long term vision. He was part of the 

AICUF student movement for over 25 years. He was instrumental in conscientizing 
thousands of students. Scores of leaders who are part of the rights based movements were 
formed under his guidance. He was trained by the greats like Fr Ceyrac, Fr Gurivyere, Fr 
Claude, Fr Stan and others. He was one who could see beyond the boundaries of caste, 
religion, sex and wealth. His approach to life was so simple and radiated the values of 
Ambedkar, Marx, Periyar, Phule, Paulo Freire, Gustavo Gutiérrez, Jaiprakash Narayanan, 
Ram Manohar Lohia and likes.  He was always a person of the grassroots who created a 
space to grow. He keenly looked for opportunities for people and would literally push them 
towards it. The vulnerable and marginalized were naturally attracted to him. If they refused to 
come he would go in search of them. He acted as board to bounce off ideas and gave the 
space to think without doubting the power of the people. This made him responsible for the 
development of several social and human rights movements. He played a key role in bringing 
Badal Sarkar’s street play to Tamil Nadu, Playback theatre to India, encouraged several 
forms of cultural activism.  

His focus on social and economic rights was unique. He started the Tamil Nadu 
budget Cell that did the hard crunching of numbers. It led to the pioneering concepts of 
gender audit, disability audit and other social audits and the formation of Tamil Nadu Social 
Watch. His analysis of the budgets would challenge the governments and attract their 
attention to his comments. Legislators of the state would look to gain insights on these 
matters to debate on the floor of the assembly. The Tamil Nadu Social Development Report 
was a land mark and model publication that gave a clear first time insight into the state of 
affairs of Tamil Nadu. This later became a model to emulate for many other states.  

As the days and years passed, typical to his style, he moved on after handing over the 
institutions that he helped to build in the hands of leaders who he had trained. His focus 
increasingly grew towards economic inclusion of the marginalized sections. He concentrated 
on bringing together the dalit entrepreneurs to consolidate their investments and also focused 
on modernization of organic agriculture. This offset a new wave of thinking and continues to 
grow from the new seedlings he has created. 

Many of us have had a personal connection with him and have interacted with him on 
a daily basis for years. He will be sorely missed by the millions who loved him. Mostly the 
auto drivers of Choolaimedu will definitely miss him as he never bargained and just paid 
what they asked for. He would tell us, “We should bargain with our legislators and not with 
these people”.  

He passed away on 17th November 2018. Its our pleasure and blessings to be the part 
of the yesterday's remembrance mass & gathering. Such a great legend existed in our family 
without any notifications. We all missed a very great soul. 

Dr. Vinoth,  
(Nephew of Fr.Manu) 
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Thanks Manu! 

 
I’ve met Manu in 1983 for the First time. The same journey when I learned to know sr Clare, 
companion of fr. Manu. It was in Madras, in the School for the Deaf and the Blind. It was a 
long talk for the Flemish third world magazine Worldwide. It went smoothly, our talk and 
encounter was very open and I was just curious. I had no fixed ideas, no clue about India, but 
my five weeks stay was flabbergasting. I was touched and had questions, till today. 

During all the following years I followed Manu, and he followed me. I wanted to 
understand the situation of India - let’s say Tamil Nadu and the south. I grew with his help, 
wisdom and commitment in understanding the situation of the caste-system and the dalits. 
Each time that I came home I tried to explain what I learned, I followed the deep analysis of 
Manu, and I got resistance, because my readers were not aware of what was going on in 
India. Also till today.   

Manu himself came to Belgium. I invited him to give courses in CIMIC, the Center of 
Intercultural Management which I started with his help and the help of many others like 
Thierry Verhelst, Greet Castermans and Durre Ahmed from Pakistan in 1994. They all 
wanted us to learn ‘other things’ about the South of the planet. Our ‘development’-aid was 
not empowerment. I accompanied Manu, SisterClare and Kumar during their traveling 
through the country. From village to village; from city to city.  

Manu, Clare, Kumar: a trinity. Always virtually together, all of them different, but 
with the same commitment, the same deep view of love for the grassroots and the dalit 
people. All of them trustworthy and friends for eternity. With their help and hospitality we 
could explore, experience, and love the real ‘wonder that was India’. Wherever we came we 
could meet friends, leaders, ‘activists’, dancers, who were committed to the case of  fighting 
injustices and wrong politics, fighting for social equity.  We were shocked by the witnesses. 
Again and again. The stories were often unbearable. The picture of Ambedkar came in. I 
studied. Manu explained. New names were mentioned: Periyar. S. Kappen, Amartya Sen, 
Jean Drèze, Mark Tully, James Tombeur, Pierre Gilet, Anthony de Mello, Peter de Mello, 
Madhav Gadgil, Ramachandra Guha, Romila Tapar, Sri Narayana Guru, Gail Omvedt, G. 
Aloysius, Kancha Ilaiah, Robert Deliège, Gabriele Dietrich, etc. It was a new world for me, a 
new cosmology, a new vision, and I tasted it, and I enjoyed the broadening of my small 
Belgian world.  Even literature filled me with deep joy. Manu could be enthusiastic about 
beauty, poetry and songs. We shared thoughts about Thirukkural and Kabir and made the link 
with my father who was also a weaver.  

I discussed with him the psychology of Ivan Nagy and the philosophy of Emmanuel 
Levinas. Manu and Clare tried to convince us of the psychological values of play back theatre 
and street theatre.  

Manu brought me to his colleagues and friends to discuss this new vision of 
intercultural management as an anti-dote against wild American capitalism. A room full of 
light, joy, invention, energy, dynamics and hope!  

I brought Manu, Clare, Kumar to Juul Trauwaen and Magda. Our ‘representatives’ in 
Auroville, and probably the only ‘foreigners’ who really understood our Indian friends and 
who were ‘hosts’ for them to offer them rare moments of rest, laughter, leisure time…  
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Manu agreed with me that Belgium and even Europe should try to make bridges 
towards Islam. Manu supported me in my challenging the media and the (wrong) ‘common 
sense’, as he supported me in my efforts to reinterpret India in the Radio and the press. The 
stranger and the foreigner are always and everywhere scapegoats. Manu was a free spirit. He 
understood the values of Buddhism as well as the values of Islam. We talked about Sufism 
till the last minutes a few days ago. But he was not floating away from the realities. But he 
could understand the greatness of f.i. Ramana Maharshi - and he brought us there, saying: 
“Here I feel at home’.  He was fully present and positive for the people’s devotion and 
spiritual understanding of nature as a gift of God.  

We kept each other going as much as we could although 10.000 miles in between us. 
We organized diplomatic talks with the boards of universities, and even within the catholic 
church in order to save Europe to become a fortress. We pleaded for a flowering Europe 
instead. Manu and Clare guided our students and some became close friends like Sarah, 
Heleen and Veerle, who ‘discovered’ India in a complete new way.    

Manu and Clare became close friends of our family-group, that small group that made 
an effort to change a little bit our narrow and conservative Flemish (catholic) mentality.  
But above all, he became a ‘brother’ and we called each other ‘brother’. For our kids he was a 
father - not a priestly father - but a real father, questioning the kids, Wouter and Ellen, but 
loving them from the bottom of his heart.  Afterwards the partners and grandchildren: Ven, 
Celine, Ruben, Luz, Lena, Arthur, Levi.  We met in Tilburg, St.-Niklaas, Chevetogne, 
Richterwil in Switzerland… we shared our lives. Till the last minute.  

A last whatsapp of bad quality: “How are you. I’m improving. I’m leaving the 
hospital. Marc, how is your health? - It’s OK. - And yours? - also OK! Take care…” We and 
the kids were waving, he was waving… but he looked pale and exhausted… Three days later 
he left us… The ‘miracle’ of a few years ago after his heart attacks did not happen again.  
Although we were ready to welcome him again in a new guestroom for him in the new 
cohousing group were we are living now… We were so proud of him, we would continue our 
common path in this new constellation… Now we have to live further with ‘his’ testimony 
and message of hope and courage, but how do we do that?   
Keep in touch, dear friends!!! 
 
Dear Manu, dear soul mate, 
 
It is possible, we proved it: human beings can become brothers and sisters and share hearts, 
thoughts, views, and even money.  
It is possible, we proved it: human beings can overcome classes, casts, and all sorts of 
origins. 
It is possible, we proved it: human beings can change their behavior towards nature, towards 
animals, plants, the whole planet and the universe.  
It is possible, we proved it: human beings can love each other beyond religion, beyond 
dogma’s, beyond all kind of fundamentalisms, beyond all colors, beyond continents. 
Thank you Manu for everything you ‘ve shared with our Flemish families during the last 38 
years; thank you for challenging our Flemish students; thank you for the tremendous 
solidarity; thank you for being a brother and a father.  
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Your soul, your shining heart and your deep spirit came to our home and will stay in our 
home. Forever! Please give us your blessing so that we find the inner force to stay on our 
path towards Love, Justice and towards the Joy of what you called: ‘full life.’  
Let’s stay ‘in touch’!!! Let’s go on talking!! Let’s go on laughing!!  In’sh’Allah! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meister Eckhart lived between 1260 and 1328. 
He was a German Dominican father, one of the most important philosophers of his 
time (more important than Thomas Aquinas who was a colleague) and a mystic. He 
was influenced also by the famous Islamic philosopher Averroes from Cordoba.  
 
He was condemned by the Pope in Avignon because of ‘28 sentences’, but he died on 
his way back before he heard about the condemnation. Probably a heart failure…  
Manu loved him because of the Buddhist aspects and attitudes of his views. Many 
Buddhists thinkers of Asia refer to him when westerners try to understand Buddhism. 
They say: You have someone among you who understood… 
  
 Being responsible for his congregation he was constantly on his way, on foot, 
(between 20 or 40 km a day!) traveling through Europe. 
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When Manu was here, he was reading ‘Meditations with Meister Eckhart’ (by 
Matthew Fox) and I discovered this morning that he marked the following quotes on a 
small paper which is still in this book.  
 

How should love God? 
I will tell you. 
Love God as god is - 
This means: Love God as God is 
 a not-God 
 a not-mind 
 a not-person 
 a not-image. 
More than this, love God as God is 

a pure, clear One 
who is separate from twoness.  

  
               Another marked quote was the following 

I once had a dream. 
I dreamt that I, even though a man, was pregnant, 
pregnant and full with Nothingness like a woman who 
Is with child. 
And that out of this Nothingness 
God was born. 
 

               Another one  
The highest work of God is compassion. 
And this means that God sets the soul 
in the highest and purest place which it can occupy 
in space 
in the sea, 
in a fathomless ocean, 
and there 
God works compassion. 
This is why the prophet writes: ‘Lord, have compassion 
on the people who are in you.’ (Ho.14,4) 
What people are in God?  
John says: ‘God is love and 
whoever remains in love 
remains in God 
and God in her.’ (1 Jn. 4.16) 

 

 

By Marc Colpaert  
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Dear Manu, 
 

The day after the message of your passing away, I was sitting with Lena at the table and she 
asked me to draw something together. We took a paper and pencils. Without talking we 
started to draw, in full silence. 

The pain and the sadness because of your absence was heavy present in my body and in my 
spirit. What came on the paper was soft, fruitful, colourful, a rolling landscape; and resting on 
the earth: a big expanding heart, whose vibrations splashed in the whole atmosphere and 
enlightened her like the rays of the sun.   

Your heart must have exploded, Manu, because you loved so intensely and because you lived 
from the bottom of your heart. 

It was a holy fire with which you looked to the world, with which you met people, and from 
where you made analyses, and confronted us. This fire was the reason for your indignation, 
your criticism towards everything and everyone who was -according to you - blind an unjust. 
But you could laugh at the same time. We will not forget this laughter of yours! 

You treated every vulnerable human with compassion and solidarity: a dalit, a child, a 
woman, a handicapped, you were bearing them all.  

Your intense commitment and deep friendship was a precious gift for me and for everyone of 
us. With your razor-sharp empathy you kept me awake and you challenged us to be honest 
with ourselves and to stay on our own path within the ‘golden cage of the rich West’.  

I was acknowleged and loved by you, Manu. Through your eyes I’ve also seen myself; 
through your life I became more ‘human’. Thank you for that! 

Your heart was much bigger than mine. Your heart is still working in other spheres, in 
uncountable other hearts, here, in India and elsewhere.  

I’m really happy and grateful that life brought you on my path. I will not forget you!! 

 

By Mieke de Buysser 
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Dear, dear Manu, 
 
Where are you? 
How are you? 
 
How nice would it have been to meet you one more time. 
I even would have come to India to meet you, finally… 
How nice would it have been to share with you about my job. 
You would certainly have some beautiful and rhetorical questions for me… 
If I listen well, to your voice, inside me, I can almost hear them. 
 
That’s so wonderful about our connection. 
You were able to come over regularly enough,  
and to share always about what really matters,  
that we were able to stay connected, deeply, 
beyond the distance, 
beyond time. 
I was even able to meet you in my dreams, where I could feel your presence very strongly 
and very near…  
 
When I was younger, I called you father Manu,  
Not because you were a priest, but because you were like a father to me.  
Growing older you became a beloved friend. 
Meeting and writing you touched my heart, and brought me closer to myself.  
You’ve always been like a -wise- mirror to me. 
I think your questions taught me more than your answers. 
 
‘Should you always be liked?’ Do you always have to be found nice?’ 
Is one of your questions that is accompanying me since many years…  
It’s getting more and more meaningful in my day to day struggles, especially at work. 
 
Another one, you asked me visiting my school: 
‘Where are the students?’  
I can still hear your voice when I arrive at my work on a moment the classes have started 
already. 
What sounds as a practical question, is actually a very deep one. 
 
How much I would love to tell you that all my energy is going to inspire my colleagues to get 
out of the classroom with their students, and to look for learning situations in real life. And 
how terribly fixed many of them stay with the way they were educated themselves, reading 
and writing in classrooms. They have the best intentions, but seem not always able to really 
get to know the students, the Other… The best intentions to help people to find their way in 
our system, to create a way to survive in the Fortress of literate Europe, but we ask ourselves 
not enough what we could learn from the illiterate newcomers, and don’t consider enough 
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that they could possibly have other ways of learning. Fortunately my director does. She, norI, 
will ever forget your visit to our school, because of your testimony about the educational 
project in India, where you give the illiterate students a car, and the possibility to dismantle it 
completely in order to rebuild it again. They succeed…   
 
Your last question: 
How are the big boy and the little princess doing? 
I’m very sorry I wasn’t able to answer it. I wanted to send you their picture, was too busy, 
and didn’t know you were running out of time...  
But I can assure you: The big boy and the little princess are doing great! With them the dream 
of a flowering Europe can continue! 
 
Dear dear Manu,      
I hope we succeed one day 
In getting all our colleagues inspired, 
In continuing creating your dream of a ‘flowering Europe’, 
In staying connected,  
beyond death. 
 
 
-Ellen Colpaert 
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Manu 
I remember you.  
Asking. With persistence.  
‘And how about you Wouter. How is life?’ 
Simply ‘good’ or ‘as usual’, would not do for you. 
 
Asking. In order to evolve as a person. 
To grow together in the search  
not merely of meaning,  
but the search of meaning rooted in daily life. 
And I remember you, willing to throw away 
whatever it was I found that was not rooted. 
So I was silent and silent again, before I dare to speak. 
 
Love is not for scholars, nor for theologians. 
Love is for those who, out of love for the beloved, 
persist in asking themselves how their love is shown. 
I remember you. Rooted love.  
 
And how you put my hands  
on beautiful golden bars, 
asked me to describe them  
and then revealed the bars  
as the golden cage I live in. 
I remember you. Rooted justice. 
 
How I have been uncomfortably with you 
even angry at some point 
not letting me keep any excuses 
not letting me be, but remembering me 
and bringing me to remembrance of myself  
asking me with persistence  
‘And how about you Wouter. How is life?’ 
 
I see your smile. And I feel invited. 
Your nodding. And I feel listened to. 
Your hands full of magical gestures. I feel ignorant. 
Your eyes. One glance of your eyes 
and I feel obliged to speak truly. 
I will keep on asking.  
With persistence. 
In your remembrance. 
         
- Wouter Colpaert 
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Occasionlly, 
Manu came to visit us, 
usually with two friends. 
They had to steal a few hours. 
 
We ate together, 
we talked together, a littlebit, 
we took rest. 
 
Manu was, in flemish, 'een lieve man'.  
It was nice to meet him. 
Heart-warming. 

-Juul & Magda 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Manuel Alphonse 
Man of Simplicity 
Able to Live as a poor person 
Never get into a routine 
Understanding the needs of the needy 
Easy to approach 
Living a life of conviction 
A person of principles 
Loving nature 
Participating in the struggle of the down trodden 
Heart to heart union with God 
On the move to people to liberation  
Not thinking about himself 
Service to the marginalized is his goal 
Ever ready to be one with all. 
 
 
 
-Sr.Charles 
Holy Cross Convent 
Madurai 
 
 



123 
 

ehd; nyNahyh fy;Y}hpapy; gbf;Fk; nghOJ je;ij kD mth;fs; mwpKfk; Mdhh;. 

ehd; Mrphpah; gapw;rp gbf;Fk; NghJ ghjh; nruhf; ghjh; kD mth;fs; %yk; gy 

cjtpfis nra;jhh;. ehd; je;ij kD mth;fis khdrPfkhf ghh;j;jpUf;fpNwd;. ve;j 

xU cjtpia Nfl;lhYk; kdk; jtph;f;fhky; nra;thh;. mtUila ,og;G vdf;F 

Ngupog;ghf ,Uf;fpwJ. vd;Dila FLk;gk; vdf;F cjtp nra;ahj epiyapy; mtUk;> 

je;ij nruhf; mth;fSk; nra;j cjtp kpfTk; Kf;fpakhdjhf ,Ue;jJ. vd;id 

Nghd;W ghh;itaw;wtUf;F mtUila ,og;G kpfTk; Ngupog;ghFk;. cjhuzkhf ,e;j 

jpUf;Fwis ehd; nrhy;Ntd;> 

“cLf;if ,oe;jtd; ifNghyMq;Nf 

,Lf;fz; fistjhk; el;G” 
 
mth; vdf;F Fr kl;Lk; my;yhky; ez;gdhfTk; $lNt ,Ue;J cjtp gz;zpdhh;fs;. 

Nguhrphpah;.ghf;fpauhR %yk; je;ij kDTila cjtpAk;> je;ij nruhf;Fila 

cjtpAk; fpilj;jJ. re;Njh\khd tp\ak; vd;dntd;why; ehd; ,g;nghOJ ey;y 

epiyapy; ,Ug;gjw;F fhuzkhf ,Ue;jth; je;ij kD mth;fs;> mNj rkaj;jpy; 

mth; ek;ik tpl;L gphpe;J Ngha; tpl;lhNu vd;W tUj;jkhf ,Uf;fpwJ. je;ij kD 

mth;fs; nra;j cjtpia ehd; vd; tho;ehs; KOtJk; kwf;f khl;Nld;. mtUila 

topapy; ,d;Dk; je;ij.Fkhh;> je;ij.nry;tehafk; ,d;iwa mstpYk; ehd; nrd;id 

tUk; Nghnjy;yhk; cjtp nra;fpwhh;fs;. je;ij mth;fs; vdf;F nra;j cjtpia 

Nghy ehDk; mth; topapy; gy Vio Foe;ijfSf;F cjtpnra;J mtUf;F ed;wp 

fldhw;WNtd;. mth; vq;fSf;F nra;j cjtpapy; 10-y; 1 gq;fhtJ ehd; kw;wtUf;F 

cjtp nra;Ntd;. vd;id Nghd;w Mrphpah; rKjhak; mtiu kwf;fhJ. ehd; gbf;Fk; 

NghJ vdf;F Njitahd fy;tp cgfuzq;fs; thq;f cjtp nra;jpUf;fpwhh;fs; 

mtUf;F ehd; vd;Wk; vd; tho;ehs; KOtJk; ed;wp fld; gl;bUf;fpNwd;. mth; 

tPl;by; xUj;jiu Nghy jhd; vd;idAk; ghh;j;jhh;. mtiu vd;nwd;iwf;Fk; Nerpj;jhy; 

jhd; vd; tho;T fhyk; ed;whf ,Uf;Fk;. ehd; ,d;W muR cah;epiyg; gs;sp 

nry;yhz;b ghisaj;jpy; jkpohrphpauhf f&hpy; Ntiy ghh;f;fpNwd;. 

,g;gbf;F vd;Wk; ed;wpAld; 

jpU.ehfuh[d; 
jkpo; Mrphpah; 
muR cah;epiyg; gs;sp 
f&h;. 
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Certain people live even after death and be inspiring us, showing us the way like a beacon to 
face life’s difficulties. I used to read about this kind of people in books. But I never expected 
that I experience it myself. Really I am a blessed soul.  It happened to me in the form of Fr. 
Manu. 

In a desperate situation in our life, we came into contact with Fr. Manu through our friend 
Sr.Clare.  In the first meeting itself, I got the impression that he is a special personality 
bestowed with real knowledge and enormous kindness. In his busy schedule of hectic social 
activism, he is so concerned with our problem, sparing so many hours to give a patient 
hearing to our problem. I wonder, in spite of his high intellect and  globalised knowledge, 
how he was so simple, unassuming, quite approachable making me always feel at ease in his 
presence. 
  
Once I had the opportunity of attending a Journal workshop in Ooty (courtesy Sr. Clare). I 
was surprised to see him, surrounded by number of youth, interacting with them as if he is 
also one of them. He mixes with people of all ages  so easily in a friendly way. Working with 
him is a joyful  experience because he always livens the atmosphere around him in a jovial 
way. At the same time his commitment to the cause is unequivocal and exemplary.  
  
When we were  in a crisis and wanted Fr. Manu to spend some time at our place ( Nellore, 
A.P.), he said that he will come on Christmas, saying that he likes to be away from the high 
voltage celebration  of Christmas at Chennai. Then we understood that Fr. Manu’s religiosity 
is sublime. He was kind enough to spend 3 days with us. It opened a new Fr. Manu for us, 
spending Christmas with an Atheist family to soothe them. Truly he is living incarnation of 
Humanity, body and soul. Those 3 days are memorable in our lives, which we will never 
forget, relieving so much pain and suffering of ours. Even though 3 days are a short time, he 
gave us immense support to face the crisis. 
  
While he was sick also, he never forgot to enquire about our well being, ignoring his own 
sickness. His exit from this mortal world was a great loss to us personally, to his comrades 
around him and to the people for whose cause he dedicated his life. We miss him forever. But 
Fr. Manu’s legacy always reminds us this world needs more and more such people to better 
this world saving it from inhumanity, religious hatred, violence, inequality and exploitation.  
 
Remembering our dear friend, Fr. Manu, 
  
K. Shobha Devi, 
Nellore,A.P. 
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Fr. Manu I Salute You. 

 

Fr. Manu Alphonse was a great friend, guru and more a family member to us “TheKarunan 
Family”, he was known to us for more than 30 yrs., from my father  

Mr. J R Victor Karunan to my brother Mr. Victor Prasad Karunan, and my late husband Mr. 
E. Deenadayalan.  Fr. Manu knew each member of our family and has been the first to render 
help whenever we needed without any fail. 

The sound of his voice comes to my mind once in a while, soft and outspoken on lots of 
issues. It was always interesting to talk with him about our families, life and what was and is 
happening in India and elsewhere in the world. I did not notice anything on him when we met 
in August last year. To me Manu was a person who shears endlessly. 

Manu put energy in his fight for a better world. It was hard for him to leave what he started to 
others as his standards of action were very high. Like old men tend to do he also was of the 
opinion that it was not like it used to be. It was hard to explain that actions nowadays are 
done in a different way. It feels very sad he left his body way too early, but such is life 
sometimes. I am very glad Manu was able to spend 4 days with us at home, and was also so 
keen to visit our organic farm. 

What an incredible man Manu was. He left this world and went to his Creator, who is so 
close in that particular place on this earth. 

It feels as such a privilege that we knew him, the kindness and grace in his face, when I first 
met Manu years ago has always stayed with me. I remember being struck by his devoted easy 
way of bringing us all so easily in contact with God. 

I am sure that God is very pleased to have this dear holy man, so much closer now. Heaven 
must have embraced Manu, when he reached his final destiny in life. And you all loving 
family, friends, surrounding him, are left behind.  

 
My deepest condolences to his family for his loss, for being left alone without this beautiful 
man, a completely unique, humble and precious man. He touches the heart of countless men 
and women. He touches our hearts. We will miss him dearly. 

Manu was his whole life a witness of God’s love and peace.  

May he rest now in Him. 

 
With fond memories. 

NirmalaKarunan. 
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Iahit ghh;j;jh flTisNa ghh;f;fpw khjphp 

fpl;ljl;l 30 Mz;Lfhyk;mjhtJ AICUF–apy; ,Ue;Nj Iahit njhpAk; Kjy;y 

vg;gb jd;ikahf ,Ue;jhNuh  mNjNghy; filrp fhyk ;tiu ,Ue;jhh;. ,Jtiu 

vq;fis fbe;J NgrpaNj ,y;iy Jzpfis ntSf;f nfhLj;jhYk; jd;ikahfNt 

nrhy;thh; jhkjk; MdhYk; fbe;J nrhy;ykhl;lhh;. vg;g ghh;j;jhYk;; rphpj;j Kfkha; 

eyk; tprhhpg;gJk; FLk;gj;jpdh; eyd; tprhhpg;gJk; MWjyhf ehY thh;j;ij NgRtJk;. 

kdJf;F MWjyha; ,Uf;Fk;.  

Iah ele;jh me;jG+kpf;F $l typf;fhJ. vg;gTNk Nfl;fhkNy Njit mwpe;J cjtp 

nra;thh;. cly; epiy rhpapy;yhj rkaj;jpYk; mjpfkhf ahiuAk; mDkjpf;ftpy;iy 

Mdhy; ehd; nrd;wJf;F jpUk;g rphpj;j Kfkha; vd;id eyk; tprhhpj;jhh;. ehd; 

ey;yhapl;Nld; rPf;fpuk; Fzk; MapLNtd; vd;whh;. mg;gTk; FLk;gj;jpy; cs;sth;fspd; 

eyd; tprhhpj;jhh;. ,d;Wk; AICUFnrd;why; mth; jpUTUt glj;ij ghh;j;J 

Fk;gpl;Ljhd; tUNtd;. Vd; vd;why;...“Iahitg; ghh;j;jh flTisNa ghh;f;fpw 
khjphp” 

-jpUkjp. ky;ypfh 

ryitj; njhopyhsp – yNahyhfy;Y}hp 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

I had contact with Fr Manu over a number of years before I had the pleasure of meeting him 
in person. He was active in supporting the peace building work in Sri Lanka that I was laying 
foundations for. He reached out to support Sr Clare's involvement in that work and through 
that process, it was clear to me that he was a person of great generosity and integrity. He 
lived his principles and he channeled his personal resources towards addressing systemic 
injustice. I was and continue to be deeply inspired by Manu. I feel his loss deeply, both for 
myself and also on behalf of the many people who loved him. 

-Cymbeline Bhuler,  
Australia 
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Song for Manu  

How can we ever forget you?  
Remember the flight of our souls 
The moments we shared we will cherish  
Monsoons and rainbows  
 
You gave strength to vulnerable people  
Moving and traveling around  
Defending their rights and their feelings  
Brought them back to their ground  
 
The sun rises above the river 
A bird is singing for you: 
The current is telling your story  
And the green man is you.  
 
‘Full life’ is bearing pain and makes (us) free  
‘Full life’ is tackling our fear 
‘Full life’ will comfort our grieves in the morning  
Should have no doubts what will be.  
 
The Banyantree is embracing the future  
Stays with us, protects the fruits,  
Makes mankind fertile and heals 
And will always treasure her roots  
 
Song composed and recorded by Henk de Laat 
Lyrics written by 
 
Henk de Laat and Marc Colpaert 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

My dear Manu  
My dear paytiam (only you know why we call each other paytiam).  
I miss so much my paytiam!  
 
I remember our first encounter in 1998 in Mechelen.  
You came with Clare to teach us about India for the students of CIMIC.  
And I felt an instant connection with you and Clare.  
It was like we knew each other. And our friendship was born.  
I miss so much my friend!  
 
The year after in the summer of 1999 we would meet again but this time in India.  
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My first-time travel to South-India, I came to Tamil-Nadu for my cimic-internship about 
woman rights in Tamil-Nadu.  
We had full of evening talks about the position of woman, Dalits, your Social Watch and 
world faiths, ...  
I miss so much our laughter together, our jokes, and off course when I tried to say few words 
in Tamil (konjam konjam) let’s say to improvise that was most of the time hilarious.  
I miss so much your big smile.  
 
In the meantime, you came to Belgium a few times to teach for CIMIC and others, to hold 
conferences, ... we wouldn't let a single moment go by to see each other.  
My best friend, my mentor, my family.  
I miss so much my mentor.  
 
My second trip to Tamil-Nadu was in 2007.  
I came specially to visit you my dear paytiam.  
I heard, that you were not well and hospitalized for your heart.  
It was hard for me to see you when your heart was in pain.  
You got from your doctor a strict diet.  
I miss so much cooking my special vegetable soup for you.  
 
My third trip was in 2017 with Henk together to visit you my dear friend.  
Your heart was again in pain and we have shortened our journey to see you as soon as 
possible. We saw that you were in good hands and looking well.  
That same year I was back with my group of women and you welcomed us with open arms.  
I miss so much your generosity   
I still feel you’re presence my dear friend in my heart.  
 
I’m not saying goodbye my dear friend, we will meet again, inshallah.  
I like to close my letter to you with the words of Rumi (Mevlana) also a very special person 
for  
 
 
you. “Goodbyes are only for those who love with their eyes. Because for those who love with 
heart and soul there is no such thing as separation.”  
 
Like we say in Turkish: “may you rest in light”. 
 
-Sarah Avci  
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Manu -in fond memory. 
 
Several years ago, I had the good fortune of finally meeting Manu in person when he came to 
visit me with Sister Clare at a hospital where I underwent a surgery. Though his travelling 
some hours to visit me was not at all called for, I realised soon that it would not have been in 
the nature of Manu, to give this a miss. Manu invited himself where ever there was pain and 
suffering and it seemed to me that he absorbs the suffering and relieves the others of the 
pain.   
 
Typically such a meeting should have limited itself to polite niceties, but having known 
Manu's engagement with several socially relevant issues and movements, we traversed a 
range of common concerns and resolve - of widespread inequalities, chronic poverty, the 
suffering planet and so on. Unlike unending cynicism, our many exchanges were on the many 
triumphs from the world over, the interconnections between seemingly disconnected voices, 
and the unfailing hope for a better tomorrow. The interplay between the 'dark' and the 'light' 
reflected aptly on Manu's innate character - of a heart that was so very sensitive, a head that 
was as strong as steel and hands that always lent themselves caringly for the underserved. 
 
While I was anguished on learning about his demise, I was soon overtaken by a sense of 
celebration for him.  I fondly remembered Richard Bach's line - 'What the caterpillar thinks is 
the end of life, the Master calls it a butterfly'. 
 
With fond love. 
Jagdeesh 
 

 
 

Even before I met Fr Manu, I came across his writing which was read and reread in my class 
for its ideas. Analogy and choice of words. This is way back in 1970s. Later, his contribution 
by way of developing any policy document is it among Jesuits, in AICUF or at other fora, 
had been immense. It showed that his knowledge was wide and deep and his perceptions of 
reality were sharp. I would call him an intellectual ascetic but grounded in reality of the 
marginalized. 

-A M Amalraj 
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vq;fisf; ftu;e;j je;ij kD 

 

“,e;j cyfpd; tsu;r;rpf;F cjTk; Neu;kiw vz;zk; nfhz;l kdpj rf;jpfis 

xd;wpizg;gjpy; ,aw;ifapd; ty;yik Mr;ru;akhdJ”vd;w ,tuJ Neu;kiw 

vz;zj;jhy; ftug;gl;ltu;fs; ehq;fs;. ,nyhNahyh fy;Y}up Ntl;ltyj;jpy; je;ijapd; 

,Wjp ehd;F Mz;Lfspy; mNef Mrpupa kw;Wk; Mrpupauy;yhj ez;gu;fspd; kdk; 

Nrhu;tilAk; Nghnjy;yhk; jq;fs; ftiyfslq;fpa kDit nfhLf;f epidf;Fk; 

NghJ Kjypy; vz;zj;jpy; vOgtu; vq;fs; je;ij kD. ve;j xU f\;lj;jpy; ek; 

kdk; Jtz;bUe;jhYk; ,tuJ topfhl;LjYf;F gpwF ek; kdk; ,iwtd; ekf;F 

nfhLj;j MrPu;thjq;fis kl;LNk vz;zp Jd;gq;fis vjpu;nfhs;Sk; 

gf;Ftkile;jpUf;Fk;> mg;Ngw;gl;l Neu;kiw vz;zq;fis kw;wtu; vz;zj;jpy; 

tpijj;j tpj;jfu; vq;fs; je;ij kD.  

 
AICUF mikg;G %yk; vj;jidNah Mf;fG+u;tkhd ,isQu;fis ,e;j rKjhaj;jpw;F 

nfhLj;j ,tu;; ,Wjp fhy tho;f;ifapy; jd; gzp;ia ,aw;ifNahL 

,izj;Jf;nfhz;lhu;. TechLoyola vd;w ,aw;if Kiw tptrha gz;izapd; %yk; 

,aw;if md;idia fhf;Fk; ,isQu;fis ,e;j rKjhaj;jpw;F cUthf;fpj; 

juNtz;Lk; vd;w rpe;jidia vq;fs; kdjpy; kpf Mokhf tpijj;jjpy; vq;fs; 

je;ij kDtpd; gq;F kpfg;ngupaJ.  

 

je;ijaplk; vq;fis kpf Mr;rupag;gLj;jpa xd;W mtu; kpFe;j typikahd kdpju;. 

jdf;F cly;eyf;FiwT vd;W xUehSk; jdJ nrhy;yhNyh my;yJ nrayhNyh 

fhl;bf;nfhz;lJ ,y;iy. mjpf J}uk; elf;ff;$lhJ vd;gJ kUj;Jtupd; 

mwpTWj;jyhapDk; jd; yl;rpaj;jpw;fhf eilaha; elg;ghu;. jho;j;jg;gl;l kf;fspd; 

midj;J jilfisAk; cilf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w Nghu;f;Fzk; mtiu Xa;ntLf;f 

tpltpy;iy> ,aw;if tptrhaj;jpd; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ,r;rKjhaj;jpw;F nrd;wila 

Ntz;Lk; vd;w vz;zk; mtiu Xa;ntLf;ftpltpy;iy> mbj;jl;L khztu;fSf;F 

NruNtz;ba Kiwahd fy;tp trjp mtu;fSf;F NruNtz;Lk; vd;w Nrit jhfk; 

mtiu Xa;ntLf;f tpltpy;iy> vd;idg; nghWj;jtiu mtupd; Ntfj;jpw;F mtu; 

,jaj;jhy; <LnfhLf;f Kbatpy;iy.  

vq;fs; tho;f;ifapy; je;ij kD ey;y ez;guhf> topfhl;bahf> je;ijahf mtu; 

nfhLj;j md;G> MWjy; ms ngupaJ. je;ijapd; rupj;jpukpf;f tho;f;ifapd; xU rpW 

mq;fkhf ehq;fSk; gazpj;jjpy; ngUik nfhs;fpNwhk;. vq;fspy; mtu; tpl;Lr;nrd;w 

mtupd; MSikj;jpwd;> r%f mf;fiw> kdpjNeak;> gz;G eyd;fs; midj;jpYk; 

mtu; tho;thu;.  

“xUtd; cyfnky;yhk; jdjhf;fpf;nfhz;lhYk;> jd; Md;khit ,og;gdhapd; 

mjdhy; tUk; gad; vd;d" vd;w Gdpj ,Q;Qhrpaupd; thu;j;ijf;fpzq;f jd; tho;tpy; 

vg;Ngu;g;gl;l epiyapYk; jd; Md;khtpd; J}a;ikia ,of;fhJ tho;e;jtu;. md;dhuJ 

Md;kh vq;fis Nghd;w mtupy; md;ghdtu;fs; cs;sj;jpy; vd;Wk; tho;e;J nfhz;L 

,Uf;Fk;.  

vd;Wk; je;ij kDtpd; md;gpYk; Mrpu;thjj;jpYk; mtupd; gps;isfs; nry;tk; 

Nuh];ypd;. 

-nry;tk; Nuh];;ypd; 
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mUl;je;ij kDghjh; mth;fis gw;wpa vdJ ,jaj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk; epidTfis ,q;F 

gfpu;;e;J nfhs;s tpUk;Gfpd;Nwd;> vspikAk;> ngUe;jd;ikAk;> ,uf;f FzKk; nfhz;l 

ek; je;ij mth;fis ehd; fle;j (18.12.17) jpq;fs; fpoik md;W jhd; je;ij 

mth;fis re;jpj;J mtuhy; njhlq;fg;gl;l ,aw;if caph; rf;jp Ntshz;ik 

gz;izapy; Ntiyghu;f;f Nrh;e;Njd;. Kjypy; je;ij mth;fs; vd;dplk; Kjypy; 

$wpa mwpTiufs; eP jq;Fk; ,lk;> ngz;fs; tpLjpapd; gf;fj;jpy; jhd; cs;sJ. 

mjdhy; eP xOf;fKs;stdhf ele;J nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. Ntiy ghh;f;Fk; NghJ 

ftdkhf ele;J nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;> ey;y Kiwapy; cdJ clk;ig ghh;j;Jf; nfhs;s 

Ntz;Lk;. cd;dhy; vdf;F nfl;l ngah; tuf;$lhJ vy;NyhhplKk; ey;y Kiwapy; 

ele;J nfhs;s Ntz;Lk; vd;W $wpdhh;. 

 

vd; tho;f;ifapid jpUg;gp jpUk;g nfhLj;jth; je;ij mth;fs;. njhopy; hPjpahf kpfg; 

ngUk; e\;lj;jpid ehd; re;jpj;j Ntisapy; kpfTk; kdf;f\;lj;jpy; vd;dhy; ve;j 

xU nraiyAk; nra;a Kbahky; ,Ue;Njd;. Vd; jw;nfhiy nra;J nfhs;sf; $l 

kdk; te;jJ ,Ue;jhYk; vdJ kidtp ,uz;L taJ cs;s vdJ kfs; ,th;fspd; 

vjph;fhyk; tPzhfptpLNk vd;w ftiy xU Gwk; mg;NghJ jhd; vdJ rNfhjuh; 

cjtpahy; khpahijf;Fhpa> fpuz;rhh; mth;fspd; cjtpahy; je;ijia re;jpf;Fk; 

tha;g;G te;jJ je;ijia re;jpj;Njd;. mg;NghJ jhd; vdf;F kdj;ijhpak; te;jJ 

mjw;F xNu fhuzk; mUl;je;ij mth;fspd; fUiz cs;sKk;> Mjuthd 

mwpTiufSk; jhd;. 

 

mlh;e;j Ntypfhj;jhd; nrbfSk; Kw;Gjh;fSk; NkLk; gs;sKkhf ,Ue;j epyj;jpid 

tptrha epykhf khw;wpNdhk;. je;ij mth;fs; te;J ghh;f;Fk; NghJ kpfTk; 

Mr;rhpag;gl;lhh; gpd;G Kjd; Kjyhf Nth;f;fliy gaph; nra;Njhk; je;ij 

mth;fSf;F kpf;f kfpo;r;rp jpdKk; khiyapy; 1 kzp NeukhtJ gz;izf;F ehd; 

nra;;;;Ak; Ntiyfis ghh;g;ghh; vd;dplk; NgRthh;. 

 

xU ehs; vd;id mtuJ mYtyfk; tur;nrhd;dhh; ehd; nrd;wNghJ vd;id 

mkur;nrhy;yp cd;id gw;wp epiwa tprhhpj;Njd;. eP ey;y gbahf Ntiy nra;fpwha; 

cdf;F ek; gz;izapNyNa FLk;gj;NjhL jq;Ftjw;F xU tPL fl;lyhk; vd;whh;. 

me;j tPl;bid kpf Fiwe;j nrytpy; fl;bNdhk;. 

 

nghJthf xU Njhl;lj;jpy; Ntiyg;ghh;f;Fk; njhopyhspapid Kjyhsp mth;fs; 

nfhLf;Fk; rk;gsj;jpw;F Ntiy ghh;f;fpwhh;fsh vd;W jhd; epidg;ghh;fs;. Mdhy; 

je;ij mth;fNsh vd;dplk; Ntiy ed;whf nra;jhy; kl;Lk; NghjhJ me;j 

Ntiyapid Ghpe;J nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;W vd;id rpe;jpf;f nra;jth; je;ij mth;fs;;;;;. 

vdf;Fs; ,e;j jpwikapid ntspg;gLj;jp vd;id moF ghh;j;jth; mUl;je;ij 

mth;fs;. 

  

xU ehs; vq;fs; gz;izapy; jz;zPh; njhl;b fl;Lk; NghJ me;j jz;zPh; njhl;bia 

ghh;f;Fk; NghJ xU epidTr; rpd;dkhf khjphpapy; njhpfpwJ vd;W nrhd;dhh;fs; 

je;ij mth;fs; vjw;fhf mUl;je;ij mth;fs; mg;gb $wpdhh;fNsh mJNt 

cz;ikahfp tpl;lJ. vj;jid Mz;Lfs; fle;jhYk; je;ij mth;fspd; ngah; 

kiwahJ. jz;zPh; njhl;bia ghh;f;Fk; vy;NyhUf;Fk; je;ijapd; epidT fz;bg;ghf 

tUk;. 
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fy;Y}hpapy; gapYk; khzt khztpah;fs; ,jw;F Kd;dhy; ntspapy; cs;s 

fpuhkq;fSf;F nrd;W tptrhak; vg;gb nra;fpwhh;fs; vd;W njhpe;J nfhz;lhh;fs; 

Mdhy; ,e;j tUlk; je;ij mth;fshy; njhlq;fg;gl;l ,aw;if tptrhag; 

gz;izapy; te;J ,q;F gaph; nra;ag;gl;l kuf;fd;Wfs; mjd; ,ilntsp xt;nthU 

kuf;fd;Wk; kw;nwhU kuf;fd;wpid vg;gb rhh;e;J tsh;fpd;wJ mjw;F vg;gb ,aw;if 

Kiwapy; cuk; nfhLg;gJ vg;gb ,aw;if Kiwapy; fiury; jahhpg;gJ> NkYk; 

Fiwe;j nrytpy; mjpf ,yhgk; ngWtJ vt;thW rpf;fdkhf jz;zPh; gha;r;RtJ 

Nghd;witfis njhpe;J nfhz;lhh;fs;. 

 

khzt khztpah;fSf;F gz;izapd; Nehf;fk; gw;wpa topKiwfisAk; 

nray;ghLfisAk; rpwe;j Kiwapy; vLj;Jf; $wpNdd;;. khzth;fs; rpyh; nghpJk; 

Mh;tk; fhl;bdhh;fs; ehq;fSk; vq;fs; Njhl;lj;jpy; rpwpjsT ,aw;if Kiwapy; 

tptrhak; nra;ag; NghfpNwhk;. mt;tg; NghJ mJ rk;ke;jkhf $Wq;fs; vd;W Nghd; 

ek;gh; thq;fpdhh;fs;. gz;iziag; gw;wp kw;wth;fSf;F vLj;J $Wk; tifapy; 

vd;id gf;Ftg;gLj;jpa vd; md;ghd mUl;je;ijia vd; tho;ehs; KOtJk; kwf;f 

KbahJ vy;yhtw;wpw;Fk; fhuzkhd je;ij mth;fSf;F vdJ ed;wpapid 

fhzpf;ifahf;Ffpd;Nwd; vkJ je;ijia gw;wp epiwa vOj Ntz;Lk; mitfs; 

vy;yhk; kdjpy; gjpe;J cs;sJ je;ijapd; vz;zj;ij gz;iz tsh;r;rpapy; 

fhl;LtNj vdJ Nehf;fk;> vdJ gzp vdJ cz;ikahd ciog;G ,it jhd; 

je;ijf;F ehd; nra;Ak; ed;wpfs; ehd; fhl;Lk; tpRthrk;. ehd; kpfTk; 

ngUikg;gLfpd;Nwd; Vd; vd;why; khkdpjh; je;ij mth;fsplk; mtuhy; njhlq;fg;gl;l 

gz;izapy; gzpGupfpNwd; vd;gij epidj;J re;Njhrkhf nray;gLfpd;Nwd; kPz;Lk; 

kPz;Lk; je;ij mth;fSf;F ed;wp $WfpNwd;. vd;nwd;Wk; mUl;je;ij mth;fspd; 

topapy;…..   

 

-jpU.kNdhfh; 

,aw;if tptrhag; gz;iz 
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je;ij kDTf;F vd; mQ;ryp 

 

kD vd;W miof;fg;gl;l ePu; ju;kk; mwpe;jjdhy; - vd;id  

md;idaha; mutizj;J cr;rpKfu;e;jha;  

fhy NjtDf;F fhyk; tutpy;iy vd;W 

cd;id mtd; fhyb Nru;j;jhNdh 

,k;khDNty; vd;w cd; ehkk; “flTs; ek;NkhL” 
vd;Nw ek; tptpypak; rhw;Wk; cd;ik 

vd; kdk; ftu;e;j ePNah vd;Wk; vd; je;ij. 

my;Nghd;]; vd vg;gb ngau; itj;jhNuh cd; ngw;Nwhu; 

gpwu; Jau; ePf;f cd; ,d;Dapiu <e;Jtpl;lha; ,k; kz;zpy; 

Gdpj my;Nghd;]; rNfhjupAk; mt;tz;zNk 

rpwpJ fw;w ehd; fzpdp mwpNad; 

rpw;We;J NgUe;J Xl;lNt njupAk; vdf;F 

eP fw;wJ cd; njhopy;  

ehd; cdf;F mspf;Fk; ngUk; njhopy; 

cd; %isf;nfd vd;W mtu;  

vd;id nrJf;fpdhNuh md;W! 

,d;W mtu; ,y;iy vd;NdhL kUj;Jtidapy;  - cly; Ntjidapd; ehDk; 

mtUk;………..vOjTk; nrhy;yTk; KbahJ vd;dhNy. 

vd; jhAk; je;ijAkhd je;ij kD ,k;khDNtNy  

vq;fpUe;jhYk; ,iwtdplk; vdf;nfhU kDnfhL ehDk; cd; tyg;Gwk; mku Xu; 

,lk; Ntz;b. 

 

vd;Wk; cd; epidtpy; 

F. me;Njhdp uh[;. 

 
 
 

 
 

***************** 
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Condolence Message   
 

 
 
“Rolling and Rolling, 
Dying and Rising, that’s me” 
 
-Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ 
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 A man of great courage to speak and work for the upliftment of the marginalized. A 

Voice of the voiceless. A great example for a true religious. 
-Justin Emma SJ 

 
 A man of clear thinking, strong convictions and boldness in presenting his opinions. He 

has been resolute in his commitment to the cause of the rights of Dalits and other 
marginalized people. Regarded well among a number of lay and religious social activists, 
his pioneering work in budget advocacy will be remembered. I have respected and 
recognized him for all the above qualities and endeavors. May be enjoy the bliss of the 
Lord and remember us before the same lord. 

-Aloysius SJ, IDEAS, Madurai. 
From AICUF National Advisor 

 
 Fr. Manuel Alphonse SJ was the soul of AICUF for a period of 15 years. He lived out his 

prophetic vocation. He was known for his clarity of thoughts and socio political analytical 
skill. During his tenure in AICUF in various capacities, he worked out a vision for 
AICUF, initiated dalit, woman, tribal and refugee commission. He was instrumental in 
establishing AICUF Ashram at Bhopal. Manu has brought about attitudinal changes in the 
minds and hearts of many students, social workers and activists. Indeed he was a unique 
and rare Jesuit who born witness to his prophetic vocation. 
 
May his soul rest in peace ! 

-Fr. S. Emmanuel SJ 
AICUF, National Advisor 

 In you, dear Manuel Alphonse, we find inspiration we see God in you. We miss you. We 
promise to continue to follow the good things and dreams of yours. You are a beautiful 
Rose in the midst of thorns. Giving fragrance and smile to others. You lived for others. 
You have left us a hope that we can build a better society. Thank you Manu for your life 
inspiration. Please continue to bless and inspire us from above. 

-J. Benjamine SJ 
AICUF House 

 
 Manu has been a great inspiration for me. A person who challenged me to see reality 

from the subaltern perspective. I shall miss him. 
-George Joseph Sj 

 

JESUITS 
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 Tribute to Fr. Manu, the great soul 
Fr. Manu has been a source of inspiration for many young people and he has shown his 
way how we all should be sensitive to social issues and intervenes in whatever way 
possible. His remembering will be eternal and there will be always people to remember 
his legacy. 

-R. Vidyasagar 
(Former Unicef) 

 
 ,d;iwa ehl;fspy;> ekJ ehl;by; kjntwp ghrprk; jdJ Nfhujhz;ltj;ij 

epfo;j;jpf; nfhz;LtUk; #oypy;> ,e;j mepahaq;fSf;F vjpuhfg; NghuhbtUk; 

Ntisapy; r%fj;jpd; cau;itg; gw;wp rpe;jpj;J ghju; kD mth;fspd; kPshj 

cwf;fk; Jf;ffukhdJ. mtuJ kiwtpw;F ,e;jpa fk;A+dp];l; fl;rp khu;f;rp];l;> 

nydpdp];l; tpLjiy jdJ tUj;jj;ij njuptpf;fpwJ. mth; epidT eP̂ op tho;f. 
v.[hd; Fkhu;> 

khepyf; FO cWg;gpdu;>CPIML 

 

 Fr.Manu has been sources of Inspiration and motivation for many like me. His 
commitment, Knowledge, Vision and wisdom in turning this world into a place of hope 
and giving are of great importance for our Generation! He has left behind a legacy of 
dynamic social community of which we are all a part of! 
Good bye to a great mentor ever!Rest in peace!  

-Mr. J. Aden Raj (9791174492) 
adenraj65@yahoo.co.in 

 
 

 Although have not met Fr. Manuel Alphonse many times, I had the opportunity to be with 
him on night wait outside ICU in Madras Medical Mission, when he was admitted an 
emergency for 2 nights. He was soft spoken, sharp bold eye to eye conversations. 

S.Hannah Nesamani, (BMSI – Orphanage) 

 

 I have had both professional our help an experience with interact with Fr. Manu. He had 
an aura around him which made me very comfortable and I found it easy to communicate 
with him as we shared our outlook about the society & international affairs. He had broad 
based but deep knowledge of developmental issues of the marginalized and poor and 

ASSOCIATES  
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weak aware of the ramification of such international issues such as oil price changes, 
super power rivalaries, expansion of capitalist system globally. I am over whelmed with 
this and I have lot to write. 

-Prof. Gunasekaran (Rtd) 

 He was a great man 

- I.S.F. Irudayaraj 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 mUl;je;ij kD my;Nghd;];> mth;fSf;F vk; nrk;khe;j tPu tzf;fk;> rpwe;j 

kdpjNeag; gzpahsh;> khDlg;gw;whs; r%fePjp> rhjpxopg;G fsq;fspy; mtupd; 

mwpthu;e;j nfhil msg;gwpahJ. r%ff;fsq;fspy; gzpahw;wpLk; vz;zw;w r%f 

nraw;ghl;lhsu;fSf;F rpwe;j vLj;Jf;fhl;lhd mUshsu;. mtu;jk; epidit 

vd;nwd;Wk; neQ;rpy; Ve;JNthk;. ma;f;f/g; Ngupaf;fj;jpd; nrk;khe;j jiytiu 

,af;fk; ,oe;J jtpf;fpwJ. mtu;jk; nfhs;iffSf;fhd ma;f;f/g; vd;nwd;Wk; 

gzpahw;wpLk;. 
Kidtu;.[h.mkpu;j nydpd;> ma;f;f/g;> 

nyhNahyh fy;Y}hp 

 
 je;ij mtu;fspd; rpe;jidfis epidj;J tpae;J ,Uf;fpd;Nwd;> vd; kPJ kpftk; 

md;ghf ,Ug;ghu;. r%f nray;ghlu;fs; midtNuhLk; kpfTk; neUf;f njhlu;gpy; 

,Ug;ghu;. mtiu ,oe;J ,Ug;gJ kpfTk; tUj;jk;. NjhoikAld;> 
rh.Y}h;Jrhkp 

AICUF Full Timer,Loyola College 
 

 je;ij kD> 

 mauhj ciog;ghsp> jPtpu rpe;jidahsh;. [hjpaj;ijg; gykhf vjph;j;jth;> 

Viofspd; gq;fhsd;. AICUF–y; kWkyh;r;rpia Vw;gLj;jpath;. neLNeuk; 

ciof;ff; $bath;. jd;id ek;gp te;j midtiuAk; mutizg;gth;. 

-erNu]; (9840512458)  

EX. AICUFERS 



139 
 

 

 Fr. Manu mth;fSf;F vd;Dila tPutzf;fq;fs;. je;ij mth;fs; ,dpikahdth;. 

Viofspd; Njhod;. ehd; AICUF–y; ,Ue;jNghJ vdf;F gytpjkhd gapw;rp 

gl;liwapy; gq;Nfw;f tha;g;G fpilj;jJ. me;j gapw;rp ,d;wsTk; gyd; cs;sjhf 

cs;sJ. Especially to learn about tribal people life etc.vq;fs; FLk;gj;NjhL kpfTk; 
md;ghfTk; MNyhrid Njitg;gLk; Nghnjy;yhk; gytpjkhd MNuhf;fpakhf 

,Ue;jJ. My parents’ 50th year wedding anniversary he conducted holy mass at home is 
unforgettable. We always remember his action. 

-Mr. C. Babu (9600103896) 

 khkdpjh; kD Iah mth;fis gw;wp vq;fSf;F njhpahJ. Mdhy; ,q;Fte;J 

NgRgth;fspd; fUj;Jf;fis Nfl;Fk; NghJ> Iah mth;fis ehq;fs; ghh;f;fhky; 

,Ug;gJ vq;fspd; (AICUF) khzth;fspd; Unlucky vd;W nrhy;yyhk;. 
-S. Balachandru 

 Fr. Manu, my first mentor when I migrated to Chennai in 1980! I worked with him for 
many years in spirit but very closely three years in AICUF house, editing the Thenmazhai 
magazine. He was my publisher and Editor! He is a man of simplicity, honesty, flexibility 
and deep commitment for the downtrodden! He never compromised with his commitment 
for the poor! He will continue it inspire thousands of people from wherever he lives now! 
Long live the value Fr.Manu stood for. 

-Dr. Magimai Pragasam (9444132111) 
magimai2005@gmail.com 

 I admired him because of his gentle manners, his sacrifice, his hunger for serving the poor 
and the discriminated, and his ambitions. He was my confident, my rock, my basic 
support system. Talking about Fr. Manu in past tense is so new and yet unbelievable. 
How I wish I could have another day to great and meet my friend. Our 36 years old 
friendship is like a flower. Even though you withered and died. Your presence and 
flagrance will always remain. I lost a friend. 

-Love and prayers 
Margaret Chandrababu (9885358064) 
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 je;ij kD mtu;fs; vdf;F God father, FU>je;ij>rNfhjud;>jha; Nghd;wtu;. 

vq;fs; FLk;gj;jpw;F tho;tpd; xspia Vw;wpatu;. mwpthsp>Qhdp> Foe;ij cs;sk; 

gilj;jtu;. epiwa FLk;gq;fSf;F Ntiytha;g;ig cUthf;fp> jho;j;jg;gl;ltu;f;F 

cah;epiy mila> nfsutkhf tho top tFj;jtu;. Ntiyia mYtyfj;jpy; 

ek; tpUg;gk; Nghy; Rje;jpukhf ek; jpwikia ntspf;nfhzu;gtu;. ed;whf mtu; 

jpwikfis ekf;F vspjhf fw;Wf;nfhLg;gtu;. mtu; Md;kh tpz;zfk; nrd;W 

xsp tPr ehk; ,iwtdplk; Ntz;LNthk;.  
-Stella Rozario 

9500171566, rozostell@gmail.com 

 vd;id J}f;fp tsu;j;j nja;tk; May the soul Rest in Peace. Dear father you will be in 
our remembrance forever. ePh; nra;j Gz;zpaj;jpw;F Nfhb ed;wp! ed;wp!ed;wp! ck; 

ghjk; njhl;L tzq;FfpNwd;.  
-Nainy Gabreni Rozario  

9940699796, naniny14@gmail.com 

 Fr. Manu mtu;fs; vq;fSf;F je;ijia Nghy; topfhl;bdhu;. mtupd; nghw;ghjk; 

njhl;L tzq;FfpNwd;. mtu; Mj;kh rhe;jpaila vy;yhk; ty;y ,iwtid 

gpuhj;jpf;fpNwd;. mtu; mspj;j kfj;jhd Nrit fhyk; cs;ssTk; kwthJ. mtu; 

,e;j nghOJ Mz;ltUila re;epjpapy; ,Ug;ghu;. mtu; Gfo; Xq;Ff. mth; Mj;kh 

rhe;jpaila ,iwtid kPz;Lk; if$g;gp tzq;FfpNwd;.  
,g;gbf;F  

Rozario 

 Fr. Manu vd;id r%f Muha;r;rpapy; <LgLj;jp epiwa fw;WnfhLj;jth;. ehd; 

,g;NghJ r%f Muha;r;rpapy; Kd;Ndw;wk; mile;jpUf;fpNwd;. ehd; ,g;NghJ 

ek;GfpNwd;. ehd; cq;fsplk; NgrNtz;Lk;. ,Wjpahf cq;fsplk; Ngr Kbatpy;iy 

vd tUj;jkhf ,Uf;fpwJ. 

-jpU. fpU\;z%h;j;jp 

  

SOCIAL WATCH – 
TAMIL NADU 

 

mailto:rozostell@gmail.com
mailto:naniny14@gmail.com


141 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fr. Manu vq;fis cUthf;fp tho;it mikj;J nfhLj;jtH> vy;yhkhdtH. 

 

- gPl;lH N[k;]; Nkhp> gs;spafuk;. 

 Fr. kD kdpj mgpkhdKs;s kdpj NeaH> rKjha rhf;fil mfw;w xU fUtpahf 

,iwtdhy; mDg;gp itf;fg;gl;ltH> mtH tpl;L nrd;w gzpfis mthpd; rPlHfs; 

njhlHthHfs;. 

-P. Nkhp> gs;spafuk;. 

 One of the most generous, brave and affectionate men I know. Extraordinary in every 
sense of the word, he shaped the consciousness of an entire generation, Justice, 
compassion, humour – true qualities defined him- How much one learned from him- how 
he kept the gates of AICUF open to all of us, including non believers like me- He 
symbolized me the great and relentless efforts of the Christian community extended to 
reach this unequal society to a better one. We’ll miss his healing presence. 

-Geetha V 

 mUl;gzpahsH. kD my;Nghd;]; mtHfs; vdJ FLk;gj;jpd; jiytH Nghd;wtH. 

khw;Wj;jpwdhspfspd; rq;f khehl;by; 15 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;ghf mtiug; 

ghHj;Njd;. rpwg;Gf;$W jpl;lk;> nghUshjhu jpl;lkplypy; tHf;f hPjpahf> rhjpa 

hPjpahf gpw;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;s kf;fSf;F Njitahd chpikfis kPl;f NghuhbatH. 

,e;jpa kf;fs; Kd;ddp cs;spl;l ,lJrhhp mikg;GfNshL mtH ,ize;J 

nray;gl;lhH. gue;j ,lJrhhp xw;Wikapd; MjuthsH. kf;fs; NritNa NaR 

fpW];JTf;fhd cz;ikahd topghL vDk; Nehf;NfhL nray;gLk; NaR rigapd; 

mUl;gzpahsHfspy; kpf Kf;fpakhdtH. ,tuJ ,og;G Njrpa mstpjk;> khepy 

mstpjk; Nghpog;G <L nra;a KbahJ. NjhoH kD my;Nghd;Rf;F nrt;tzf;fk;. 

 

-j. ePjpuh[d; 

 
 vd;dntd;W nrhy;tJ? fz;zPupd; Jau; fhAkh vdj; njhpatpy;iy. ehd; ,d;W 

xU r%f Nghuhspah ,Ug;gjw;fhd Kjy; Gs;spia vdf;Fs; tpijj;jtu;. vdJ 

vy;yhkl;l nray;ghl;bYk;> tho;tpYk; vdf;fhd gpjhkfu;. “cdf;F vJ rupd;D 

gLNjh mij nra;” r%fj;;;Jf;F gaDs;sij nra;. NtnwJTk; Nahrpf;fhNj”. 
,e;jj; jhuf ke;jpuk; ,d;iwAk; vd;id ce;jpj; js;SfpwJ. ngz;> jypj;> 

newpahsh; tpthjq;fs; Ma;T njhlu;r;rp Nghuhl;lk; tiu midj;Jf;Fkhd 

Cw;Wf;fz;. Mtu; topaha; gazpg;gij kl;LNk mtUf;fhd mtNuhL ehKk; 

SOCIAL 
ACTIVISTS 
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,ize;J nrayhw;wpLNthk; vd;gjw;fhd Jspuhf kpspu;Nthk;> mt;topNa 

gazpg;Ngd;.. gazpg;Nghk;. 
 

Njhoh;. c\h> 9498004575 
 

 Life if filled with choices, it is important to choose the right path and God is progressive 
who always gives awareness on the choices but never pushes us towards a choice. Fr. 
Manu chose a touch path and he stood for the same. His option was not a popular, but still 
he did not want to withdraw. Definitely, the Tamil church will remember him for his 
contribution for the poor of Dalit. I pray that his soul find peace and live eternally with 
the glorious God. 

 
Regards 

-Shanthi Vijai, 7760730620, Chennai 
 Tribute to the Great soul of Humanity 

Man can be destroyed, But Never be defeated… 
This is what Fr. Manu is. His works always witnesses the above great saying of Earnest 
Hermingway. He lives ever and ever in the heart of million.  

-S. John Emmanuel 
Head, English 

Panimalar Engineering College, Chennai 
 

 kdpjk; Nghw;wpa khkdpju; kiwe;Jtpl;lhu;. tho;f kdpjk; - ruRtjp & Bernard 
Fatima 
 

 xU kdpjUld; 20 tUlk; gazpj;j kfj;jhd mDgtk;.– M. Harichandran 
 

 Fr. kD> ehd;F gj;jhz;Lfshf mtUld; gazk; nra;jij vz;zpg; ghu;f;fpNwd;. 

1976-77-k; Mz;Lfspy; njhlq;fpaJ me;j r%fg; gzpahsu; vj;jid mwpthu;e;j> 

ijupakhd Kd;ndLg;GfSf;F> rdehaf cupikg; gazj;jpy;> Gul;rpfu rpe;jid 

Xl;lj;jpy; kD vq;fSld;> ehq;fs; kDTld; NjhoikAld; mDgtq;fis 

fw;Nwhu; kwf;fKbahj gq;fspg;G. mtuJ kiwT epiwa mDgt mwpit tpl;Lr; 

nrd;wJ. 

Njhod;.T.S.S. kzp  

National Council Member. P.U.C.L 
 

 Fr. Manu 
A supreme Awareness 
An intelligent Presence 
An openness to truth of moment. 
Ever inspired 

-Anto D’ 
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 mUl;je;ij kD Kjd;Kiw 40 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G jpz;Lf;fy; Ntlre;J}h; 

kf;fs; Nguitapy; re;jpj;jgpd; gy;NtW nray;ghLfspy; Nru;e;J nray;gl;Ls;Nshk;. 

nrd;id tUk; Nghnjy;yhk; re;jpg;G njhlu;e;jJ. kf;fs; ,af;fg;gzpapy; khngUk; 

ce;J rf;jpahf tpsq;fpdhu;> tpsq;fpf; nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;. vdJ FLk;gj;NjhLk; 

neUq;fpa njhlh;G ,Ue;jJ. murpay; kw;Wk; mtrpak; mjw;fhf Nru;e;Jiog;Nghk;> 

njhlu;gzpapy; Nru;e;J nray;gl tpUk;GfpNwhk;. ed;wp.  
md;Gld; v];. epf;Nfhy];  

 
 2009 IWID- y; gzpahw;wpa fhyj;jpy; jhd; r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfk;> kD ghju; gw;wp 

vdf;Fj; njupa te;jJ. rpwg;G cl;$Wj;jpl;lk;>Tribal Sub Plan, Gender Budgeting 
gw;wpa Ma;Tfisj; njhlh;e;J Nkw;nfhz;L>Social Watch mikg;G r%f 

,af;fq;fspd; nraw;ghLfspy; Vw;gLj;jpa jhf;fk; msg;gwpaJ. Fdpthd rpupg;Gld;> 

,dpikahfg; goff;$batu; ghjh; kD. jkpo;ehl;by; muR nfhs;if rhu;e;j 

tp\aq;fs; Fwpj;j ciuahliy tYg;gLj;jpatu;. mtUila kiwTg; ngUk; 

,og;G. kDtpd; nraw;ghLfis r%f ,af;fq;fs; njhlu;e;J Kd;ndLg;gJ 

mtUf;F nra;Ak; kupahijahf ,Uf;fk; vdf; fUJfpNwd;.  
eh;kjh> 9940686167 

rosenarmadha@gmail.com 
 

 mUl;je;ij. kD mtu;fis 2013-y; re;jpj;Njd;. mJTk; Social Watch 
mYtyfj;jpy; Neupy; re;jpf;f tha;g;ig Fr.[hd; Fkhh; mtu;fs; Vw;gLj;jp je;jhu;. 

mNjhL Ntl;ltyk; ,nyhNahyh fy;Y}hpapy; Nru;f;f ngUk; cjtp nra;jhu;. 

xt;nthU tUlk; gps;isfis fy;Y}hpapy; nrd;W fhZk; NghJ mUl;je;ijia 

re;jpj;J rpwpJ Neuk; mtUld; goq;Fb kf;fspd; epiyfs; Fwpj;J ciuahb 

tpl;L tUtJld;> mtuplk; goq;Fb kf;fspd; tsu;r;rp kw;Wk; mtu;fSf;fhd 

jpl;lq;fs; Fwpj;Jk; NgRthu;. mtu; ,wf;Fk; ehspy; ehDk; nrd;idapy; ,y;yhky; 

NghdJ vdf;F kpfTk; ngUk; Ntjid Vw;gLj;jpaJ. NkYk; mtu; tpl;L nrd;w 

gzpfspy; vd; gq;if njhlu;Ntd;.kD ghjh; kpfTk; vspikahf fhzg;gLgth;. 

midtuplKk; md;ghf goFthh;. ,t;tsT ngupa khkdpjh; vq;fs; fy;tha; 

fpuhkj;jpw;F tUifje;J goq;;Fb ,Ush; kf;fis Fwpj;J mwpe;jtp\ak; kw;Wk; 

r%f fz;fhzpg;gfk; - jkpo;ehL %yk; eilngWk; $l;lq;fspy; vd;id gq;Nfw;f 

nra;j tp\ak; kpfTk; tpaf;fj;jf;fJ. 

nrhh;zyjh- 98842552193 

 vj;JizNah ,lu;fs; vk;ik Juj;jpaNghJ mj;Jiz rkaj;jpYk; cldpUe;J 

cjtpa ngUe;jif Gy;yhnul;bg;Guj;jpYk;> jpUg;ngUk;GJ}upYk;> vd; vspa gzpf;f 

Jiz epd;W Mas; rpiwthrpfs;> nfhiyAz;ltu;fs;> njhONehahsupd; 

Foe;ijfSf;fhd vq;fs; vspa Nritf;F je;ij fpshL> je;ij 

rpuhf;>MfpNahNuhL ,ize;J cw;Wop cjtp cW nghUs; nfhLj;j nja;tj; jpU. 

Qhdj;je;ij kDtpw;F vq;fs; ‘rPL’y; G+j;j rpd;d kyu;fspd; fz;zPu; mQ;ryp. 
V.Mh;.godpr;rhkp 

nrayu; SEED, jpUg;ngUk;gJ}h;– 602105. 
 

 Njhou;fNs! vdf;Fk; Njhoh; kDTf;Fk; cs;s cwT kdpjNea Njhoik cwT 

vd;gij $whkypUf;f KbahJ. xLf;fg;gl;l kf;fspd; njhopyhsu;fspd; 

tpLjiyf;fhf> r%f tpLjiyf;fhf rKjha tpLjiyf;fhf nghUshjhu 

mailto:rosenarmadha@gmail.com
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rkj;Jtj;Jtf;fhf ,d;ndhU Ruz;lyw;w cyfk; rhj;jpaNk vd;w Nfhl;ghl;Lld; 

tho;e;j xU kdpjNea Njhoh; kl;Lky;yhky; xU ngz;zpathjpahfTk; tho;e;jtu;. 

vd; Nghd;wtu;fis gazpf;f itj;jtu;. mtu; tpl;Lr; nrd;w gzpia njhlu;tJ 

ekJ flik vd;W $wp Kbf;fpNwd;. 
,tz;. Ngh];> 

fd;dpahFkup> 9443449712 
 

 tpijj;jtu; cwq;Ffpwhu;. Tpijfshfpa ehk; tpUl;rq;fshf tpupe;J> gue;J 

gy;NtW jsq;fspy; kf;fis murpay;gLj;Jk; gzpapy; <Lgl;bUf;fpd;Nwhk;. 

je;ij.kDtpd; ek;ik Nehf;fpa gq;fspg;G ek;ik kf;fspd; gq;fspg;ig gy 

jsq;fspy; Vw;gLj;Jtjw;F VJthf ,Ue;jpUf;fpwJ. je;ij kDit epidj;J 

vspikia fw;Nghk; kf;fSf;F fw;Wj; jUNthk;. je;ij. kDit ghu;j;J 

jpl;lkpl;l nray;ghLfis Kd;ndLg;Nghk;.  
NjhoikAld;> 

jpU. rpthrhe;j Fkhu;. 

 
 kdpjNea khkdpju; kiwe;j jpU. kD mtu;fs; vg;NghJk; vjpu;gLtiu kwf;fhky; 

jLj;J eyk; tprhupf;fhky; tpLgl;ljpy;iy. vd;id gyKiw jpUtz;zhkiy 

khtl;lk; Ntl;ltyj;jpw;F tUk;gb mioj;jhh; vdf;F tha;g;G tha;f;ftpy;iy. 

jpUtz;zhkiy khtl;lk; cUthd NghJ ehd; mq;F khtl;l mYtyuhf 

,Ue;Jk; mjid Vw;fKbatpy;iy. ve;j xU fhupaj;ijAk; ehd; mwpe;jkl;by; 

Nfl;fhkNyh Kbf;fhkNyh tpl;ljpy;iy vd;gij ehd; ed;F mwpNtd;. vg;NghJk; 

Vio vspatu;fspd; Kd;Ndw;wj;jpw;Fupa epidTfspNy ngupJk; nryT 

nra;Jte;jhu; vd;gJ cz;ik! mtuJ epidTfis ehk; Vw;W nray;gLj;JtNj 

ehk; mtUf;F nra;Ak; ed;wpf;fld; vd;gJ jpz;zk;.  
md;Gld;>,.jh;kd; 

(Kd;dhs; J.jiyth;> gjpTj;Jiw) 
 

 Fr.Manu provided voice for the Voiceless.     

       - Mr. Senthil Kumar (9444035222) 

 

 Fr.Manu, a man inspired me and many NGO leaders in tamilnadu.  

– Mr. Sagayam(9176460455) 

 Rev. Fr. Manu,khkdpjh; kD ,jw;FNky; je;ij.kD gw;wp nrhy;tjw;F VJk; 

,y;iy. cz;ikahf mth; xU khkdpjh;. md;ghdth;> gd;Kfq;fis nfhz;lth;> 

vy;NyhiuAk; mutizg;gth; gy;NtW kdpjh;fs; tsh;r;rpf;Ftpj;jpl;lth;. 

-K.Nandhini,  9884252193 
 
 

  
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 Fr. Manu was a great spiritual guide and advisor to me personally. He gave such a great 
strength to our organization Arunodhaya. It is a great loss. 

-Ms. Virgil 

 ehq;fs; ,isa jiyKiwfs; cq;fs; Vf;fk; Rkg;gtu;fs;.  
vl;tpd; Kdpad;> 

khkdpjg; gs;spf; Foe;ijfs;. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manu Periappa: 

An unforgettable person in my life. The positivity and the confidence that he had in 
him was so contagious, that people around him will definitely feel his absence now. The love, 
care and the ever pleasant smile is all that fill my mind whenever I think about him, we all 
miss you a lot periappa. Come back soon. 

-Vijay A. 

 

 Proud to be born with this excellent personality. Left many things to follow in my 
personal and social life. A appreciate my much Manu’s sweet smile his care for the poor and 
the people with problems. 

-A. Chelladurai 

 

  

FAMILY 
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Veerle  Verbruggen: 
It is so sad. Such a loss. I send my condolences. His significance for me was great. Grateful. 

Riet Palmkoek: 
Unbelievable! Yesterday we thought everything would go well with him. It is as losing a 
brother. 

Bea and Bert Herman: 
We are very happy to have known him en we feel I sad because ‘he left’ us… 

Fanny Matheusen: 
I share the gratitude towards Manu. May he have safe travels wherever he goes now.Wishing 
you all who stay behind beautiful memories. What I particularly learned from Manu was him 
turning upside down the Eurocentric worldview. And teaching it with a smile! 

Durre Ahmed: 
Such sad news… may he Rest in Peace. Have great memories of our time in Belsele. 
Wonderful human being … you know him longer and more than me, so the loss will be great, 
hugs Durre. 

Blanco Jungo (farm, Switzerland), sister of Toni, who died a week before Manu: 
Again, Marc, a dear close friend has gone… I’m aware that we have nothing to say about the 
hour of our ‘departure’….as those who stay behind we can only try to cope with it as good as 
possible. As comfort now and then a prayer, if we can. We burnt a candle in the chapel of the 
farm. We have to go on with life, as long as it is given to us. 

Gunilla (CIMIC) 
Which intense and painful news. As you said: such a wisdom! Manu will stay in our memory 
for ever. He changed our worldview for always. He made our vision of each other more 
transparent. We are all of us a little bit ‘Manu’ and we are proud of having had the occasion 
of becoming ‘him’ slowly. A lot of Love and Peace for all of you! 

Heleen ter Ellen: 
What a terrible infinite loss, How tragic… to lose one of the dearest friends in this way… 
intensely connected. Let’s organize a celebration. 

Sarah Avci 
Clare has sent us the painful news. It hurts. We are thinking to organize a celebration with the 
closest friends here in Belgium. 

 

QUOTES FROM 
BELGIUM 
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Celine (Wife of Wouter) 
Manu was someone with whom you, Marc and Mieke, had a spiritual connection, and that 
will stay forever. He will have arrived ‘well’, but you will miss him. 

Celine: 
Manu, it’s very special to have met you a few times in the house of my in-laws. The 
remembrance of the first steps of little Arthur in the garden in Belsele at Easter in the 
presence of you will always be in our heart and mind. It was light and peaceful, just like you 
are. Rest in Peace. 

Levi, son of Celine: 
Manu was a kind and lovely man! 

Ven de la Cruz (husband of Ellen): 
A Gentle heart has passed away. May his kind soul journey in Peace. 

Luc, brother of Marc 
Yesterday we gave a concert in the Church of our Lady in St. Niklaas: songs of Mendelssohn 
and Carl Maria von Weber. We had all the time Manu in mind. We feel the immense loss of 
this true friend and stay with all of you heart and mind. 

Johan, the brother of Mieke: 
I must recall a meeting and a conversation with Manu in Besele. He was an inspired, dynamic 
and humoristic man, who looked at that time already a little bit tired. And now he passed 
away! You have lost many friends last year, Marc. 
 But the evil of inequality cannot survive on earth because of the hard work of Manu 
for the ‘unfortunate’ people on the grassroots level. At the same the work of Manu – with 
goodness and respect for the poor – is not finished and did not reach general moral 
acceptance in the praxis of our societies. But as human beings, we should try to strive for the 
good – from generation to generation. Knowing that the good will never take away the evil… 

Elke D’Haeyer 
Deeply touched by Manu’s passing away. He is in my heart and in my mind. I remember our 
deep talks in the abbey of Roosenberg, Waasmunster. 

Sr. Trees (Abbey of Roosenberg Waasmunster) 
We pray for manu tomorrow during the Eucharist in the Roosenberg abbey. I cherish the 
remembrances and meetings with Manu in my heart. The beautiful picture of his will stay 
with me in my room. 

Willeke Van Herreweghe, CIMIC 
Courage and consolation through beautiful remembrances….. 

Guido Minne, CIMIC 
I’m mourning for the loss of a good friend, who showed us the just path for the future. 
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Sandra Delgado 
Heartfelt condolences RIP F. Manu Alphonse 
Warm greetings! 
Some words in these moments so as to convey my heartfelt condolences on the passing of Fr. 
Manu Alphonse. A great visionary, inspiring, friendly, diligent, committed, person and so 
other qualities you may have identified in him. 

Chennai Mission, Madurai Jesuit Province & ALBOAN will feel this loss. Rest in Peace. 

Thank you Mr. Mathew. Am Jyothi from Tumkus we are celebrating Manu from 6th to 8th 
Dec as we celebrate the ancestors festival in our movement in Karnataka. Please share this 
news with the community of Manus’ friends. 

Jothi Tumkur 

26th Dec 2017 

Manu’s School – semi boarding and Novitiate batch mate (ex SJ) Mr. William (Willy) met I 
am accident at Bangalore an x-mas evening. ISF from abroad contacted Manu to do the 
needful. Manu had requested Mr. Vimal of NESA to be I willey family in the Hospital. Vimal 
did all that he can promptly & efficiently even to given the anointing of the sick. 
Manu kept his touch with the family, Vimal & ISF and co-ordinated everything. 

Fr. Francis Gunti SJ (9449695139) and Fr. Martin did funeral ritual Mass ISI Francis 
(9449629985) contacted.  

On 26th Manu’s SMS to Vimal. 

“Great your presence has more than compensation 20.49 for our absence. Feel very grateful 
and lucky to have you these”. 

Vimal replies – 21.00 

Thanks a lot Manu, I feel blessed to have people like you. I have gained much from our 
friendship and association. Take care yourself. 

Willie left this world on 29th Dec. 

Funeral was held on 30th Dec at Banglore. Manu could not go. 

Manu’s write-up for his friend Willy’s Funeral. 

“Dear Friend Willy, 
How do I say goodbye to you? 
Our friendship for well over 55 years! 
Starting from our school days together in the semiboarding at St. Joseph’s Trichy…  
Later four of us (you, Irudhayaraj, Gaulbert and myself) joining the Jesuits…..  
Many years of formation together with much fun and laughter…   
And you joining Andhra   Province and your many ministries … 
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You love for Maths, Music and local Medicine…  
Our get- together last year at Beschi with 12 of us…  
You warm presence, childlike simplicity and device…  
So painful for us to let you go…  
We thank god for your wonderful life, your wife sundari and your son Wilson… 
We offer them both to your call in this moment of pain and separation.  
Rest well, dear friend willie…  
You will continue to live among us! 
     Manu Alphonse SJ 

Vimal replies in whatsapp 
Thank you Manu.An excellent tribute to a great and unassuming but simple person.Shall pass 
it on to Gundapalli. 
You are role model and inspiration. 

Manu: Thanks a lot Vimal. I can only thank god for having given me a friend like you. 

Vimal: That’s mutual Manu. 

Manu: Let it remain like that ever. 

Vimal: I am sure it will. 
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kiwe;j mUl;je;ij mtu;fis ehd; fle;j 2017 brk;gu; khjk; re;jpj;Njd; 

vdJ nrhe;j Cu; nfhilf;fhdy; ehd; mtiu ghu;j;jNghJ vd;dplk; mtu; Ngrpa 

md;G thu;j;ijfs; vd;id kfpo;r;rpg;gLj;jpaJ. mtu; filrpahf njhlq;fg;gl;l 

,aw;if tptrha gz;izapy; gzp Gupfpd;Nwd;. je;ij mtu;fspd; r%f gzpfis 

mtu; ,we;j gpwFjhd; njupfpd;wJ. mtu; vd;id ghu;f;Fk; NghJ vy;yhk; 

cz;ikahf vg;nghOJNk ele;Jf; nfhs;s Ntz;;Lk; vd;ghu; je;ij. mtu;fspd; 

vz;zg; gbNa me;j Mu;fhdpf; gz;izia ey;y Kiw ghu;j;jf; nfhs;Ntd;. mq;f 

,Uf;Fk; vy;yh kuq;fSk; je;ijapd; ngaiuAk; mtu;fspd; vz;zq;fisAk; 

nrhy;Yk;> je;ij mtu;fs; ek;ik tpl;L gpupe;jhYk; mtupd; vz;zq;fSk; epidTk; 

vd;WNk ek;NkhLjhd; ,Uf;Fk;. 

vd;Wk; mtu; topapy; 

jpU.kNdhfud;  

9486831631 

 

VETTAVALAM 
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Annexure 

IN MEMORIAM of Fr. Manuel Alphonse … 
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JIVAN 
NEWS AND VIEWS OF JESUITS IN INDIA 
Fr. Manuel Alphonse, SJ (MDU) 1956 –2018 

Manu, as he was popularly known, was always very studious, 
intelligent, analytical and critical. Almost immediately after he 
was ordained a priest in 1979, he was assigned to AICUF where 
he served for 17 years in various capacities. All along, he kept 
the social justice thrust as the core and impressed everyone with 
his secular-social spirituality. 

In 1995, he and a group of his young, socially committed friends started the Centre for 
Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA) that continues to be the premier civil society 
think-tank in the country. At the State level, too, he became one of the co-founders and co-
conveners of the Tamil Nadu Peoples’ Forum for Social Development that initiated and 
linked budget critiques and budget advocacy to safeguard the economic, social and cultural 
rights of the marginalized. He was also the Founder-Director of Social Watch–Tamil Nadu 
and, later, its mentor and guide. From 2007 onwards he served as founder-core group 
member of the National Equity Watch, New Delhi. He had a stint as Asia–Pacific Advisor to 
the International Movement of Catholic Students (IMCS – Hong Kong) and Asia–Pacific 
Advisor-cum-Chaplain of Catholic professionals belonging to the International Catholic 
Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs (ICMICA – Geneva). From 1990 to 2010, he 
was visiting professor, Post Graduate Programme on Inter-Cultural Management, (CIMIC – a 
unit of Leuven University, Mechelen, Belgium). His latest initiatives were Loyola Institute of 
Social Research (LISoR) and Tech Loyola – an Organic Bio-farm at Loyola, Vettavalam. 

Manu’s heart problems began way back in 2007 and eventually led to his death on 17th 
November, 2018. Fr. Danis Ponniah, Provincial, was the main celebrant at the final Eucharist 
at Loyola College Church. Those who spoke had high praises for Manu – for living and 
struggling for justice and equality, and upholding the Gospel values against all odds. 

John Irudaya Kumar, SJ 
JIVAN (March 2019). 

 

Source: https://jcsaweb.org/jcsa_publications/jivan/Jivan_March_2019v1.pdf 

 

https://jcsaweb.org/jcsa_publications/jivan/Jivan_March_2019v1.pdf
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khkdpjh; kD my;Nghd;R> Nr.r 

kD Njhoikapy;> midtUf;Fk; tzf;fk;. kD xU tpspk;G epiy 

kdpjh;. Tpopg;NghL jd;id tpspk;G epiyapy; ,Uj;jpajw;Ff; fhuzk; 

cz;L. tpspk;G epiy kf;fSf;fhf tho;e;J> mtu;fs; Nkk;ghL nfhs;s 

cjt Ntz;Lk;. mtu;fs; r%fg; nghUshjhuf; fyhr;rhu cupikfisg; 

ngw;Wf; fz;zpak; ngw Ntz;Lk;. mth;fspYk; Fwpg;ghfg; gl;bay; ,df; 

FOtpdh; vd;w jypj; kf;fs;> gy Nfhzq;fspy; cjhrPdg;gLj;jg;gl;l 

jypj; ngz;fs;> njhy;Fbapdu;> Foe;ijfs;> kPdtu; FOf;fs;> Jg;GuTj; 

njhopyhsu;fs;> tptrhapfs;> ,th;fNshL ,ize;J cioj;j 

nray;tPuh;fs; midtNuhLk; Njhoik nfhz;ljhy;> tpspk;G epiy 

tho;f;if tho;e;jth;. 

 mNj Ntis> tpag;ghd tifapy;> kdpjk;> khdplk;> kDrd; kDrp 

vd;nwy;yhk;; nrhy;fpNwhNk mijj; njhl;lth;. kpf Mokhd kdpj 

epiyapy; czh;thYk;> mwpthYk;>rpe;jidahYk; tho;e;jtu;. cyf 

mstpy;> kdpjkakhf;fy; vd;w nrhy; tsj;ij cUthf;fpath; 

rpe;jidahsh;> tpLjiyf; fy;tpahsh; gTNyh/g;nua;Nu mtu;fs; GJ 

jpy;yp te;jNghJ> kD mtu;fs; khztu;. mtiug; ghh;j;Jf; Nfl;L 

kfpo;e;j NgW nfhz;ltu;. me;j mwpQh; je;jxspf; fUj;ij 

kdpjkakhf;fiy nray;gLj;j cjtpaJ Ntl;ltyk; ,yNahyh fy;Y}hp. 

tpspk;G epiy tptrhapfNshL ,ize;J njhlq;fpa ,aw;if Ntshz;ik 

tha;g;Gj; je;jJ. jpU.fud; mfu;thy;> Kidtu; Nrtpah; uh[; ,UtiuAk; 

mZFq;fs; kD njhl;lijj; njhlu tpguk; fpilf;Fk;. 

 ,j;Jld;> mbj; jsj;jpypUe;J jypj; njhopy; KidNthu; jpwidg; 

Ngzp tsu;j;jy; Nehf;fp (TOWARDS NURTURING DALIT ENTRE PRENUERSHIP 

AT THE GRASS ROOTS) vd;w Ma;T E}y; mwpf;ifia (MONOGRAPH) 

ypNrhh; (LISoR) %yk; mjd; ,af;Feh; vd;d mstpy; gjpg;gpj;jhh;. 

kf;fSf;fhd Ma;T vd;w Gjpa Nfhzj;ij vy;yhf; fy;Y}hpfSf;Fk; 

mwpKfk; nra;jhu;> kD. Kd;Ndhbahd Kaw;rp. NkYk; tpguj;jpw;F 

N[f;fg;> gpgpahdh> Kidth; rpd;dg;gd; cs;s FOit mZfyhk;. 
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 ,jw;F Kd;> r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfk;. mJ kD epWtpa Xh; 

Muha;r;rpf; $lk;. Ma;T ikak;. mUikahd> mupjhd Ma;Tf;fhd 

Mtzq;fs; cs;s E}yfk;. Muha;r;rpahsu;fSf;Fj; Njitahd 

gapw;rpfSk; gapw;rpfNshL ,ize;j gzpfSk; jug;gl;ld. Ma;Tfs; 

mwpf;if E}y;fshf mr;rplg;gl;Lg; gad;gLj;jg;gl;ld. RESEARCH & 

ADVOCACY vd;gd ,uz;L mbg;gilahd> mtrpakhd thh;j;ijfs;. tuT 

nryTj; jpl;lk;>BUDGET ANALYSIS FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE vd gy 

Nfhzq;fspy; gupe;Jiuf;fg;gl;l Ma;T KbTfs;. 

 xLf;fg;gl;l kf;fSf;F tpguq;fSk; tpopg;Gzu;Tk;> mtu;fsJ 

jiytu;fSf;Fj; juTfSk; Ma;T fz;L. gpbg;GfSk;> muR 

mYtyu;fSf;Fg; gfpu;jy;> gupe;Jiuj;jy;> - Mfpa epiyfspy; gzp> mJ 

jkpofj;jpYk; ,e;jpa mstpYk; tpupe;j gzp. ,jpy; khkdpju; kD 

njspthf ,Ue;jhu;. vd;d nra;a Ntz;Lk;> vd;d nra;af; $lhJ> nra;a 

Ntz;baij vg;gbr; nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;w Qhdj;NjhL top elj;jpdhh;. 

mtuplk; kpfkpf Kf;fpakhd xU tprak; ,Ue;jJ. kD ve;jr; 

nray;ghl;bYk; Njhg;igAk; ghu;g;ghh;. jdp kuj;ijAk; ghu;g;ghh;. mjhtJ> 

xl;L nkhj;jkhf> xLf;fg;gl;l vy;yh kf;fspd; tpLjiyiaf; fz;Kd; 

epWj;jp ciog;ghh;. mNj Ntis> Mjp Me;jpuh; mUe;jjpaiuAk; 

fuprdj;NjhL ghh;j;J mth;fSf;F cupaJ fpilf;f mOj;jkhfr; 

nrhy;thu;. ciog;ghh;. jkpo;ehL r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfk; vy;yhUf;Fk; 

cupaJ. xU rhuhUf;Fkl;Lky;y vd;W Mjq;fj;NjhL nrhy;thu;. ,d;W 

ekf;F kpfkpfj; Njitahd xd;W. ,d;Dk; Mokhfj; njhpe;J nfhs;s 

r%ff; fz;fhzpg;gfj;jpd; ,d;iwa ,af;Feh; mUl;. [hd; Fkhuplk; 

NkYk; KJepiy Muha;r;rpahsu; jpUkpF. fhkhl;rp mtu;fsplk; 

NfSq;fs;. kD njhl;lijj; njhlh;e;j nray;ghl;lha;f; nfhs;syhk;. 

 kDtpd; jdpj;Jtkhd gq;fspg;G. FOFOthff; fy;tp je;jJ 

MFk;: midj;jpe;jpa mstpy; jypj; khzt khztpau;> Mjpthrp khzt 

khztpah;> ngz; khztpah;> vjpypau; khztu;fs;> tPjpehlfg; gapw;rp 

NkYk; ghl;r; kyu; kUj;Jtk; Mfpait rpwg;ghd fy;tp vdyhk;. 
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ma;f;f/g;: 

gjpide;J Mz;LfSf;F Nky;> ma;f;f/gpy; gy nghWg;Gfs;> cr;r 

fl;lkhf 1989y; Njrpa MNyhrfu;. 82 Kjy; 94 Kba ehd; mtNuhL 

Nrh;e;J NjhoikNahLk; gzp nra;j NghJk; kD $wpa nrhw;fs; 

epidTf;F tUfpd;wd. mitfs; je;j fUj;Jfisg; gfph;e;J 

nfhs;fpNwd;: 

 gpwNuhL ciof;Fk;NghJ gpur;rid cz;lhfpwjh? ePq;fs; 

ePq;fshfNt ,Uq;fs;. Kd;idg;NghyNt njhlh;e;J mNjNghyr; 

nray;gLq;fs;. BE CONSISTENT IN YOUR BEHAVIOUR Kuz;gl;ltu;fs; 

rPf;fpuk; cq;fisg; Gupe;J nfhs;thu;fs;. (1984 - 85) 

 vdf;F kpfTk; neUf;fkhdtu;fspd; MSikiaNah> mth;fs; 

elf;Fk; tpjj;ijNah ehd; gFj;Jg; ghh;f;f khl;Nld;. mtu;fis 

kjpg;gjhy;> mtu;fs; vg;gb ,Uf;fpwhh;fNsh mg;gbNa Vw;Wf; 

nfhs;Ntd; (Mw;Wg;gLj;JNthh; je;j Fwpg;G 2010) 

 mu;j;jkw;w rlq;FfisAk; rk;gpujhaq;fisAk; Fiwj;Jf; nfhz;Nl 

te;J> me;j epiyfspy; Njitg;gLk;. mh;j;jKs;s> khw;Wfiy 

ntspg;ghLfNshL kf;fs; fyhr;rhuj;ijf; filg;gpbf;f top nra;a 

Ntz;Lk;. (90fspy; giw> NkYk; ghjy;ru;fhu; tPjp ehlfk; gw;wpr; 

rpe;jpj;jNghJ nrhd;dJ) 

 ve;jnthU khehl;ilNah rpwg;Gf; $l;lj;ijNah ehk; elj;Jk; NghJ> 
mJ ntw;wpahFNkh Njhy;tp milAkh vd;W ftiyg;glj; 

Njitapy;iy. mJ Xh; mUikahd tha;g;G. mUl;je;ij nruhf; 

NkYk; mUl;je;ij fpuptpNau; Nghd;w khkdpju;fis epidj;Jf; 

nfhz;lhLk;NghJ> mtu;fs; fhyfl;lj;jpy; $l;likg;G my;yJ 

,af;fj;jpw;Fg; gq;fspj;j kw;w jiytu;fisAk; epidT$h;e;J 

ghuhl;Ljy; ey;yJ. NkYk;> ,j;jifa epfo;Tfs; xU njhlu;e;j> 

tsu;fpd;w nray; Kiwiaj; njhlq;fpitf;f Ntz;Lk; (1993-y; Ex-

Aicufers Meet Ntisapy; nrhd;dJ). 

 Xh; midj;Jyf khehl;ilNah tpohf;fisNah elj;j ehk; 

Mirg;gl;lhy;> vr;rhpf;ifNahL Nahrpf;f Ntz;Lk;. gy epiyfspy; 
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ghh;j;j mDgtj;jpy; nrhy;fpNwd;. mg;gbg;gl;l ngupa epfo;r;rp> 

elf;Fk; ,lk;> mij elj;jpatu;fs; vy;yhUk;> ,af;fk; vy;yhk; 

rpije;J Ngha; ,og;G mjpfk; MFk;. kWgbAk; fl;b vOg;g gy 

fhyk; gpbf;Fk;. fpilf;Fk; yhgj;ij tpl mopNt mjpfk;. (90fspy; 

xU jpl;lkpLk; FOtpy; nrhd;dJ). 

 jdpg;gl;l Kiwapy; vdf;fhfNth vd;Dila ntw;wpfukhd 

nray;fSf;fhfNt vd;W tpoh vLg;gJ vdf;F tpUg;gkpy;iy. 

Mdhy;> ez;gu;fs; mg;gbr; Nrh;e;J te;jhy;> gpwUila eyDf;fhf 

xU PROCESS-I> xU njhlh;e;j> tsh;fpd;w nray;Kiwiaj; 

njhlq;fp itg;gij tuNtw;Ngd;. (2015y; ,NaR rigapy; jd; 50 

Mz;L nghd;tpoh epfo;T gw;wpf; Fwpg;gpl;lJ). 

 rKjhaj;jpy;> rpwg;ghf> ey;y tpjj;jpy; gq;fspf;f> ehl;bd; 

ntt;NtW gFjpfspy; Vw;fdNt cs;s FOf;fs;> rf;jpfs;> 

Kaw;rpfs; Mfpatw;iwf; fz;lwpjy; cjTk;. mtw;NwhL ,ize;J 

$l;likg;ig typikg; gLj;j Kaw;rpfs; vLf;f Ntz;Lk;. (1990-91y; 

ma;f;f/gpy; je;j Fwpg;G) 

 Gjpa ghij xd;iw mikj;J> Gjpa fdNthL xU jpl;lj;ijr; 

nray;gLj;Jk; NghJ> vd;dplNkh NtWahuplNkh mjpfk; Nfl;ff; 

$lhJ. ePq;fs; jhd; njhlq;fpdPh;fs; vd;why;> mijg;gw;wpr; 

rpe;jpj;Jf; fzpj;J vjpu;fhyj;Jf;fhd mLj;j mbia ePq;fs;jhd; 

vLf;f Ntz;Lk;.  (FUFy xsp khkdpjg;gs;sp gw;wpa 

fye;Jiuahlypy; jkpo;Kdp> nfydk;kh> NkYk; ,aw;ifak;kh 

MfpNahuplk; $wpaJ) 

 ePq;fs; vLj;Jf; nfhz;l ,yf;if mila Ntiy nra;Ak;NghJ> 

Njhy;tpiar; re;jpf;fpwPh;fsh? xUrpy ngupa jiytu;fspd; 

DYNAMICS ,aq;F rf;jpiaf; iff; nfhs;Sq;fs;. vg;gb? cq;fs; 

Fwpf;Nfhis mila vd;d vd;d topfspy; nra;ayhk; vd;W 

gl;bay; NghLq;fs;. rhjhuz kdpju;fs; ngUk;ghYk; xU Kaw;rp 

Njhy;tpahdJk; mij epidj;Jg; Gyk;Gthu;fs;. fyq;Fthu;fs;. 

Mdhy;> ngupa jiytu;fs; gj;Njh ,UgNjh Kaw;rpfis kdjpy; 
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itj;jpUg;ghh;fs;. xd;wpy; Njhy;tpahdJ vd;why; mij xJf;fptpl;L> 

gl;baypy; cs;s mLj;j Kaw;rpia vLg;ghh;fs;> ntF rPf;fpuk; 

ntw;wp milthu;fs;. Have 10 or 20 options to achieve your mission of 

Life. (gy ,lq;fspy; gfpu;e;J nfhz;lJ) 

 

khkdpjh; kDtpd; xspf; fUj;Jf;fs; ,d;Dk; vj;jidNah 

cz;L. kDtpd; tho;tpay; vd;d? vspikahd tho;f;if ViofSf;F 

cjTjy;. mtUila tpspk;Gepiy tho;tpaiyg; Gupe;J nfhs;s> 

mtUila miwiag; gw;wpr; nrhy;y Ntz;Lk;. Fwpg;ghd xU rpy 

mk;rq;fs;: mtu; kjpj;J kdntOr;rp ngw;w ngupatu;fspd; glq;fs;. 

<ntuh ngupahu;> nghpahh; Rl;ba gFj;jwpitAk; jd;khdj;ijAk; 

kpfTau;e;j mstpy; nfhz;bUe;jtu; kD mtu;fs;. 

mLj;J> kfhj;kh /G+Ny> ghghrhNfg; mk;Ngj;fhu; glq;fs; 

mtu;fs; je;j xLf;fg;gl;NlhUf;fhd cupikf; fy;tpAk; NjhoikAk;! 

,uz;ilAk; kD ,jaj;jpy; nfhz;bUe;jhu;! NkYk;> jkpo;r; rpe;jidAk; 

NghuhspAkhd ghtyu; VW ngUQ;rpj;jpudhhpd; glKk; cz;L. tpag;ghd 

tifapy;> tha; tpl;Lr; rpupf;fpd;w ehrNuj;J}h; ,NaR ngUkhdpd; rpj;jpuk;. 

ngupatu;fsJ glq;fNshL mtuJ ,jaj;jpy; ,lk;ngw;w Foe;ijfs;> 

cwtpdu;> Njhou;fs;> Kf;fpakhd mtuJ ngw;Nwhupd; Gifg;glk;! 

,j;jifa kdntOr;rp> Gj;njOr;rp jUk; R+oypy;> mtu; 

thrpj;jitfs;: I.eh. kdpj chpik> NkYk; r%fg; nghUshjhug; 

gz;ghl;L cupikfs; gw;wpa rhrdq;fs;> Foe;ijfs; cupikfSf;fhf 

cyfshtpa $l;lwpf;if> Kjypatw;iw mt;tg;NghJ thrpg;ghu;. 

epidT+l;bf; nfhs;thu;. nra;fpd;w gl;n[l; Muha;r;rp njhlu;Gs;s 

Mtzq;fs;> tpguq;fs; Nrfupg;G> mtuJ> rNfhjup fpNsUf;Fr; nrhe;jkhd 

kyh; kUj;Jt E}y;fs;> rkPgj;jpy; ntspte;j MANAGEMENT Nkyhz;ikg; 

gw;wpa E}y;fs;> ,tw;NwhL xt;nthU ehSk; jkpopYk; Mq;fpyj;jpYk; 5>6 

nra;jpj;jhs;fs;@ Email juTfs;.  
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,itnay;yhk;> mtu; guhf;Fg; ghh;f;fhj Qhdpaha; Mf;fpa 

mtUila tho;thjhuq;fs;. ,itnay;yhk; nfhLj;jJ jhd; mtUila 

tpspk;Gepiy tho;tpay;. Njitahd Fiwe;j msT epWtd 

mk;rq;fNshL> cjtf; $ba tifapy; ,af;ff; $Wfis ,izj;j  

 

tho;tpay;. mjpypUe;J kyu;e;j mtuJ Md;kpfk;. 1989y; xU 

epfo;T. mUl;je;ij ypNah jh$uplkpUe;J kD Njrpa MNyhrfh; 

nghWg;ig Vw;Fk;NghJ> ,UtUk; ,yNahyh fy;Y}hpf; Nfhtpypy; topghL 

nrapwhh;fs;. mr;rkak;> kD nrhw;nghopthw;w tUfpwhh;. me;j 

kiwAiuapy;> J}a Mtpahdtu; ma;f;f/g; ,af;fj;ij top elj;Jfpwhu; 

vd;w jiyg;gpy;> xUghjp thf;fpaj;jpw;Fg; gpwF> gj;Jg;gjpndhd;W rpW 

rpW thf;fpaq;fisr; nrhy;yp> Kjypy; njhlq;fpa ghjp thf;fpaj;NjhL 

,izj;J KOikahf;fp> kd vOr;rp je;j mw;Gjkhd (INSPIRING) 

Mq;fpyr; nrhy;ypd; nry;th;! topghl;Lf;Fg; gpwF “kD> me;jj;jhisf; 

nfhLq;fs;. ‘uhyp’ ,jopy; gpuRupg;Nghk; “vd;W ehd; nrhd;dNghJ>“jhspy; 

vOjiyNa! me;j Neuj;jpy; njhlh;e;J cs;shh;e;J vOe;j rpe;jidjhd;” 
vd;W $wp kD rpupj;jhu; 
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,Nj Md;kpfj;jpy; kDtpw;F ,d;ndhU gf;fk; cz;L. 

tpspk;Gepiy tho;tpay; nfhz;l kD mtu;fs; xU ghuhl;Lg; 

ngw;wpUf;fpwhu;: 

“grpaha; ,Ue;Njd;> ePq;fs; czT nfhLj;jPu;fs;”. gy E}W 

Foe;ijfSf;Fk;> gy NgUf;Fk; kDtpd; gpwu; mwpahj cjtp. 

“md;dpadhf ,Ue;Njd;> vd;id Vw;Wf; nfhz;Bh;fs;”. nrhe;j ehl;bNyNa> 
thOk; ,lj;jpNyNa xJf;fp cjhrPdg;gl;l kf;fs; gyUf;F cwTk; 

NjhoikAk; je;jJ”. 

“NehAw;wpUe;Njd;> vd;idf; ftdpj;Jf;nfhz;Bu;fs;” 

“rpiwapy; ,Ue;Njd;> vd;idj; Njb te;jPh;fs;”. 
kpf neUq;fpatu;fsplk; ,e;j mDgtq;fis mUikahd tpjj;jpy; 

gfph;e;jpUf;fpwhu;. 

,d;W kpfg; ngUk; NgW ngw;wth; khkdpju; kD. 

 

,Wjpahf> kDtpd; Njhoikapy; njhl;Lj; njhlu;Nthk; vd;gjpy; ,uz;L 

topfs; cz;L. xd;W> mtu; nra;jijj; njhlu;e;J nra;jy;. mJ xU 

rpyUf;F cupaJ. kw;nwhd;W: mtiug; Nghyr; nra;jy;. ,J vy;yhUf;Fk; 

cupaJ. mtiug; Nghyr; nra;jYf;F Xh; mw;Gjkhd vLj;Jf;fhl;L> 

tof;fwpQh; rp.Nr.,uhrd; xUq;fpizj;J ntspf; nfhzUk; “khw;W 

murpaYf;fhd kf;fs; Njh;jy; mwpf;if 2019”. ,uhrdplk; njhlh;G 

nfhs;Sq;fs;. tpguk; fpilf;Fk;. 

Kbthf> ek;Kila tho;tpay; vJ? mjpy; Mo;e;J kdTWjpNahL> 

Kuz;glhj njhlu;gpy;> ,yf;F vJ? mij Nehf;fpr; nray;gLjy; 

vt;thW? kDtpd; Njhoikiag; ghUq;fs;. gjpy; fpilf;Fk;!  

      

 

-Kidtu; R+.ghf;fpauhR.  

  



162 
 

On December 9th 2018, Social Watch- Tamilnadu and AICUF organized commemoration for             
Fr. Manu 
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Lecture series organised 
in the memory of 

Fr. Manu 
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The seeds sown by Fr. Manu have 
rooted well. We are hoping that the 
fruits will be enjoyed by many small 
and marginal farmers in the years to 
come. – Kern Agarwal  

 

 

 

 

Tech Loyola Organics -  
AN ORGANIC FARMS -
ENABLING HUB AT LOYOLA, 
VETTAVALAM  
started by Fr. Manu 
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Photo Gallery 
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“tpij tpijj;jtd; kz;Zs;> kuq;fs; kf;fs; gzpapy;” 
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